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The BLUE RIDGE HERP.
SOCIETY held elections in N{arch
for their new officers. They ale:
Presiclent - Brian Drervrv, Vice-

President - Don Weaver, Secretary -
Doug Eggleston attd Tleasurer -
Teresa Winston. The nerv President
appointed various tnembers to Chair
committees and a Speaker's Bureatt
rvas established tJrrough tle BRHS
to assist local schools aud other
groups rvith speakers on herps.

P!r .ns:r te t te!ng nl : ' le t -D

have some T-shirs and/or odrer

promotional items printed for t-lte
BRHS. These rvil l  be available to
dre members and for sale to raise
monies for various projects.

Brian Drelvry and Dotrg
Eggleston rvil l  Represent the BRHS
on Apr i l  24th on 'GOOD
NIORNING VIRGINIA" again.  This

program will be one on tlte
venollous snakes and some that are
regularly persecuted in VA due to
mydrs. The show rvil l  air on l3-
\ 'VSET-TV out of Lynchburg at 6
a.m.

The speaker for the April
meeting was dre VHS's own Dr. Paul
Satder. He presented a slide show
and talk on The Distribution of the

Yllglllr Hc4Ftologlcsl
Soclcqf

Joseph C. Nl i tc l ieU-Pres.
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Trvo-Lined Salamander in VA. Tlte
speaker for NIay wil l be Douglas
Egglesron.

Nlenrbers voted to parricipate
in nvo educadou herp exhibits. One
aI Randolph-Nlacon Wotneu's
Col lege in Apl i l  and the odrer at  t -he
"Dav-l n-The-Park", (for the drird

vear!). A rvork date firr dre "Adopt-
A-Highrvav" ploject rvas also set.

Past-President,  Doug
Eggleston, lvas presented with a
plaque o[appreciation for his part in
lormins the BRHS and for two years
of sen'ice as dte president.

Both Nfarch and April had
Raflle winners ar each meeting.
Prized inch.rded: T-shirts, a turde
book, a rvoodetr holding box for
herps and shoe-box containers. A
raffle is held at each BRHS meeting,
rvith tickets sell ing for $1.00 each.
All raflle money goes to dre
Edr"rcationaVGrant Fu nd account.

The BRHS uorv has over 50
menrbers on their roster!!A

us ffitols €r

Spring has sprung, as dre
Peepers ltave sung and so the
herping season begins!

It feels great to begin my
coll]r'nenLs r,vit-h a cheery note for a
change. I  rather susPect that  our
reaclers hacl tne pegged as an ole
sorrr  prrss f i 'orn tny previotrs
coltrrnns. As you rvil l  f ind in dtis
issue though, rlv begging, pleading
and rvhining fol assistance has paid
off.

A good number of  or , r r
mernbers have responded rvith
articles and observations to l le

included in these pages. Trvo have
even committed dretnselves lo :t
regular colurnn! Yort  can look
forrvald ro Veterilary Comments
witi Dr. IvIark R. Finkler, DVlvl ancl
Captive Corner widt Joel Shaner in
future issues.

Dr. Finkler rvil l  address
common problems l te encounters i t r
l"ris owu practice wirJr dre helps
brotrght to him. He has also
requestecl dtat our readers send in
dteir  quest ions abott t  t r ledical  isstres
deal ing wi th herps that he nr ig l t t
answer in l t is  colrrrntr .  Yotr  cat ' t  sct t ( l

in those qr"restions to Dr. Finkler Vo
VHS NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 727,
Brookneal, VA. 24528.

Joel  Shaner is a
herpetocul tur ist  aud aInatet l r
herpetologist that is involved in
various Herp. Societies around dre

country. He rvorks with various

large snakes and lizards as a keeper
and breeder. His coltrrnn rvii l  fbcus
on specific species and t.heir care and

breeding in capt iv i tv.
Sorne of the odrer people

that have respolrded wil l have dteir

articles printed in this or fi,rture
issues. I wil l prornise to publish anv

pertinent materials submitted as

space allorvs. I hope to balauce each

issr.re rvit-h a l 'arietv of infortnation
and at tempt to pr int  sorr tedt ing of

in[erest for all of otrr uretnbers.
lVith dre Spling, cotnes the

herps etlerging fi 'onr t}eir \ ' \ ' ir lret'

brurnat ion at tc l  the l t reecl ing seas. l l l .
(con't - See Note olt rlex[ Page)



HENP IIAPPENINGS
THE HIGHL.ANDS CONFERENCE ON PLETHODONTID SAI-AI,IANDERS - May 3r - June 2, 1992. Highlands \C.

Colracr:  Dr.  R.Jaeger,  U. of  Southrvestem Lotr is iana, Lafayette,  LA 70504 or (3l8) 231 -  5235.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ICHTHYOLOGISTS AND HERPETOLOGISTS ANNUAL MEETING - June 4-10, 1ee2.

Charnpaign-Urbana, IL.  Contact :  Zoologv Dept. ,  Sout lern I i l inois Universi ty,  Carbondale,  IL 62901-6501.

INTERNATIONAI HERPETOLOGICAL SYMPOSIUM - fune 25-28,1992. St. Louis, NIO. Contact: Ed Tunstall, 2320

\ 'V.  Palornino Dr. ,  Chandler,  AZ 85224.

2ND INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON TURTLES AND TORTOISES: CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT -

August 1992. A 3-day event,  including lectures and rvolkshops. Veuclot 's rv i l l  be avai la l t le.  For i t t for t t tat ion,  cal l :  (2 l2)

459-4803; or lvr i te:  163 Amsterdarn Ave.,  Route 365, Ncrv York,  NY 10023.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY ficr the STUDY of AMPHIBIANS AJrID REFIILES (SSAR) - Ar-rgust 2-6, leez.

U. of  Texas, El  Paso. Conract:  I i ra igAdler,  Dept.  of  Neuro-Biology and Behavior,  Coruel l  Universi ty,  I thaca, NY 14853-

2702.

NATIONAL BREEDER'S EXPO - Arrgust l4-16, 1992. Twin Towers Hotel ,  Or lando, FL Organized bv \ \ Iavt te Hi l l  and

the Central  Flor ida Herp. Society,  P.O. Bor i1277, \ ' \ / inter FIaven, FL 33885.

EA,STERN HERPETOLOGICAL EXPO - Septernber '5,  1992. Sel lersvi l le,  PA. Contact :  G. Leonard l inapp,2l5 Larvn

Ave.,  Sel lersvi l le,  PA 18960 or (215) 257-6088.

SECOND WORLD CONGRESS OF HERPETOLOGY - Dec. 29, 1993 - Jan. 5, 1994. Adelaide, Soudr Australia. Contact:

Dr. lv{J. Taylor, U. of Adelaide, Dept. of Zoology, Box 498, GPO, Adelaide, Soudr Australia 5001, Australia.

(Note con't)

As you are in the field or rvorking
rvitJr your caprive specimel)s, note
behaviors and other information
relating to dre herps and their
breeding habis. Jot these notes
dolvn and send them to the
Nervsletter to be shared witlt our
readers. lVho knows? You rnayjr.rst
spot some actjon that has not been
seen before and make a valuable
contribution to d.re rest of us
interested in herps by sharing it.

Your contributions, in any
[orrn,  ro th is nervslet ter  rv i l l  be

ereatly appreciated. You can make
a clifference in how this publication
looks and reads. I  conr inue to
challenge oul members to get and
stay involveri l herpetology and in
dre VHS NL\/SLETTER. A

Synrpathy Gapdve
\'\/e rvish to offer our

svlrrpathy to the hur i lv  of  Robert  N.
Bacler.  Bob died on Feb. 28, 1992 in
Bal i ,  I  nclonesia as a restr l t  of  a
vehic le accic lcnt .  Bob's contr ibut ions
to the field of herpetology included
lris rvolk with Litoria caerulae in
captivity and as Co-author of
AIV1PHIRIANS and REPTILES in
CAPTIVIT\ ' ,  prrbl is l ted by dre St.
Louis Llerp.  Society,  1975. He was
dre past Plesident of  dre Tl tunder
Ridge Seilra Club and associated
with a urr l r lerous Herp. Societ ies
aLounr l  the U.S. He lectured
drrotrgi- ' . irt VA and NC for schools,
colleges ancl scout and civic gl 'ouPS.
Bob is survived by his rvife, N{ary
Eva Bacler of  Brookneal ;  h is sons,
N1alk Bacler of  Uniou, NIO &
iv l ichael  Bader of  Brookueal ;  h is
daughtels,  iv lo l ly  Bader of  Union,
lv lo & Sara Bacler of  Brookneal ;  one
sister', Jovce V. Baclel of Lynchburg
& one br-other,  I i i lk lanclJ.  Bader of
Nlonticello, \\ ' . .,\ tne tnot' ial set'vice
rvas helc l  on \ la lch l0th in Chal lot te
Cor.rr t l lorrse,  VA.

Gorner
With Joel  Shaner

The I let iculated Pvdron in Capt i r i tv

The Rerictr lated Pvthon
(PytJtort reticulatus) is tire lat'ecst
snake in the Old \ ' \ /or lc l .  The onlv
snake larger thatr t le Reticultrecl
Pydron, is dre Green Auacottda
(Eunectes tnurinus:r. Retics lt) l l \;
rnatch or even oLlt lneastlt 'e t lte
Anacouda in lengdr, ltorvever tl ie
Anaconda at ta ins a tnt tch grenter
rveight. Ret-ics occut' naturallt. in
SoutheasrAsia, where tlte\, leed ou '
var ietv of  tnatntnals,  b i lc ls,  ancl
repti les.

Reticularecl Pythorts at'e a
chel lenge to keep in capt i r  i t r .
Before buying a Ret ic,  the

prospective br.r1,er sltould be sttre
drat he is going to be able to hortse
a 15 to 20 foot iong snake. I f  nor,
dre person shotr ld invest igate bur ing
a suraller pvdron. lterics :rre
tenrperaurenLal  ani tnels.  \o

Ret iculater l  Pvthou should c let .  l te

Mark R Finkler, D.V.M.

nonnoKE Rntfnnt HotP|let

2814 Frankl in Rd. S.\ \ r .
Roanoke, \ 'A 24014

(703) 343-809 I



considered one hundred Percel l t
talne. Therefore, extrelne care

should be exercised when handl ing

t-hese animals. As wit-h any large

constriclor, two or more PeoPle
should always be present dr.rring
hancl l ing.  Despi te their  uucertain
dispositions, vou rvil l  be ltald pressed
to find a hardier snake to keeP in

captivity. Rerics thrive rvhen kept at
a ternperature of 85 to 90 degrees
and are provided with a high
hurnidity. Rerics l ike to badre and
soak, so if i t is possible a large rvater

borvl sltould be provided. Somelirnes
juveniles enjoy srurdy branches to
clirnb on, horvever dtey wil l quicklv
outgrow drem. Neonates meastlre
approximately 30 inches in length
and wil l feed readily on large mice
or small rats. Retics can reach eight
to ten feet in one year, so if you

purchase a neonate also buy a large
cage. A smal l  cage wi l l  quickly be
outgrolvn.

Reticulated Pythons are
extremelv aggressive feeders.
Exercise extreme care lvhetl
introducing or removing food fiom
the cage. Despite their large size
these snakes strike widr remarkable
speeC. Sc devise a sa{b metliod to
introduce and remove food or you
may receive a painful bite.

Specimeus usual ly becotne
sextrallv maftlre by die age of drree
or four. Breeding occurs dtrring tJre
hll rnonths. Captive bred hatchlin{rs
become available in rhe late sprir-rg.

Retjcs are noc ctrrrently
being bred in great numbers l ike
some of the other large Boas and
Pythons. Horvever, there is a fairly
good amount of hatchlings available
each year. These vary in color and
temperamet"lt, and should be
purcl.rased from a reliable breeder,
repti le wholesaler or petshoP.A

Yeter{narxr
Gonlnents

with Dr. Nlark R. Finkler. DVIVI
First Aid for Reptiles

lVhat should you do if you
conle across a box turtle with a
cracked sl te l l? What about a cot 'n
snake rvith a nasty bite rvound neat'
i ts  head? Or a worm snake rv i th an

obviously broken back?
d::rce nrost people could care

less aboui an injured repti le, those of

us who are interested in lterps have
an obligation to have solne

kr.rorvleclge about first aid. Strch

infolrnatiot't niay be usefi"rl in

tleating rvild (native) herps as rvell as

t-hose in orlr priva[e collections. This

article rvil i  p|eseut sorne basic rules

and cit.e specific exarttples of {irst aid
for repti les.

RULE #1. Always protect
vourself f irst. Retnember that a
norrnal ly c loci le animal may become
fractious if i t is injured. Dropping a
tolvel or shirt over dre animal (to

"blindfold" it) rvil l  probably allow you
to pick it up.

RULE #2. I  nst i tute
rnininral care lvif l minimal stress to
the herp. An injtrred anirnal is
alreaclv under tlruch stress. Stress
inhibits l ie aling and compouncts
shock. Anitnals can die fr 'om stress
alone. Yotr catt ntinimize stress by
placing dre herp in a darkened,
cr,rier envirolt lneul of t. l te correct
te ln Pe l'a til re The "col ' rect"
telr)pel'atute lttay vary rvidr t-he
species of help as lvell as dre seasoll
of i lrc teal'. I l  gel"leial, a herp's
body (irnmune systeln, digestive
systell, etc.) f i.rnctious befter at a
lvarlrter telnPerature.

By "rnininral  care" I  mean
[hat vou shoulc l  in i t ia l ly  provide
rvhatever nr in i rnel  cat 'e is t tecessary
to take it out of a l ife-tlreatening
situation. J"his mav mean applying
pressrlre lvidr a cleall t issue to a
bleeding rvound, taking a neat' ly
foostbitten help to a lvarlner
envirortnrent, or unplugging tlte
lvater hcater drat has shorted out
and is electriS,ing tlte turde's tvater
environ rttent.

RULE #3. I {now YOur
medical l irnitations. Do not attempt
to play "zoo doctot'" if dre reptiles
clearly neecl professional help.
Anyone call treat a uriuor skiu
ablasion on a greelt igtrana, but a
turtle rvith a broken shell infected
rvith maggos rvil l  need professional

Professional help rnav be

voul  local  vctcr i l tat ' ian ( i f  he or she
is interested in tleating repti les.) If
he r locsn' t  t reat  rcpt i les,  he can
probaltlv fefct VoLr to s<lttteotle rvho

does. Anodler source of assistance is
the wi ld l i fe rehabi l i radorr  cenrers.
Virginia has an excellent one: The
Wildlife Center of Virginia, P.O. Box
98, Weyers Cave, VA 24486, 703-

234-9453. There is a 24-hour tnrde
hodine spousorecl  bv The New Yolk
Tultle and Tortoise Society, 163
Arnsterdanr Ave., Strite 365, Nerv

Yolk,  NY 10023. Jrrstdial  212-459-
4803 any tjrne of the dav, leale a

detailed message, and a qLralif ied
turde expert rvil l  call within 24
hours. If the expert does not kllolv
t-he answer, cailers rvil l  be referrecl to
sorneone who does.

RULE #4. Don' t  wai [  too
long to seek addi t ional  hclp.
Veter inar ians are unable to raise
repti les fiom death (or near deatlr.)

The follorving exarnples are

provided to assisl yor.r in haltcll ing
speci f ic  in jur ies.

ABRASIONS: clean rvit-h eidrer
hydrogen peroxide (di luted in hal f
tap rvater) or diluted household
bleach (one ounce Clorox rnixed
rvi t l  30 olutces of  rvaler. ;  Applv an
antjbioric f ir 'st aid creartl (strch as
Neospol in.)
CUTS/LA"CER.ATIC\S: .{p;:! i
pressrlre rvidr a clean clodt or t issue
unt i l  b ieeding stops; c leau w idr
di luted hvdlogert  peroxic le or bleach;
apply antibiotic creattr. A deep or
.extensive cut wil l plobably recluire
srirches and antibiorics given bv

injecr ion at  a veter inarv c l in ic.
Extensive blood loss wil l reqtrit 'e
fltr id replacemeltt (intraveuous or

intracoelomic.)
An alternalive to altt i l l iotic

cleam is "Nerv Skin", (b,v Nledtech
Laboratories, Inc.). This procltrct,
rvhich is avai lable rv i t l totr t

prescription ?t an;, pharntacy, serves
as an anLiseptic l icluid bandage. It is

an excellent product to use on strtall
cuts and abrasions.
THERTv.L{L BURNS: Cor,er t l ie

involr,ed al'ea rvit-h a Lissue

rnoistened rvidr cli luted Clorox or

hyclrogen peroxic le.  Seek

professional help as rhese irl j tr l ies

are l ife tlreatening.
HYPERTHER\l lA:  \ lore dre herp

to a cooler ettvit 'otttnettt. \ 'ott t l ta\'

iurnrerse the anirnal  i t r to cool  ( t tot

cold) water.
HYPOTHER\I lA:  GradLial l r



rewarm tJre herp over 2 to 3 hottrs.

Ve te r ina r ia ns rv i l l  so t l le t i lnes

administer antjbiotics to Pre\/ent
infections.
CRA,CI{ED SHELLS: Clean rv idr
c l i luted Clorox or hydrogert
peroxicle. Do not cover tle crack
rvi th Vasel ine or ant ib iodc creatr t .
Insteacl ,  p lace a str ip of  rnasking tape
or.er the crack to prevent further
contanrination. Seek professional
help for  proper shel l  repair  and
antibiotic t l lerapy.
BROI{EN LEGS: Clean any
exposed bones/muscles rvith diluted
Clorox or hydrogen peroxide. Place
tl ie repti le in a small dark box and
seek professional help.
PARALYSISiFRACTURED SPI NE:
Place the herp in a dark box and
seek professional help imrnediately.
The prognosis is usuallv poor rvith
these tvpes of injuries; horvever, if
rnedical therapy is going to help,
such tlrerapy must be instjtr-rted
imrnediately.
PROLAPSES (ex: penis, cloaca,
uterus): I f you find something
profuding frorn dre cloacal veut,
moisten it with lvater and seek
professional help. If t ire prolapsed
iissue is dll hcaitl iy, it r i i ; iy be
cleansed and pushed back in.  I f the
tissr-re is not healdry, amputation by
a vetel"inarian rvil l  be necessary.

Occasionally you lnay corne
across a herp rvhich is so badly
maimed (say, bv a car) drat death is
imminent. You sltould proceed rvit lt
euthanasia. The most hr.rmane way
is death by hypothermia (i.e., place it
in a containel and place it in the
h'eezer ' . , )  I f  dr is is nor an opt ion,
dren decapitaLion or a crushing blorv
to the heacl is acceptable. Always be
arvare of your audience - preferably
there should not be an audience. 6

ln GaBrfiilty
by I(enneth F. Bnrgger

I'r 'e acqtrired a nvo-foot long
female, Garter Snake, Thannopltis
sirtalis, lvhile in the process of
paint ing rny house. When I  caught
her,  she had a paint  stain on hcr
back, (appareutll '  she rvas in the
rvl 'ong place, at the rvrong tirnc).

Horvever, the paint disappeared after
the following shedding process. she
gave birth to l3 young, one of which

I kept to study the growth process,
dre odrers I set free in the wild. She
drlir,es rvell on nightcrawlers, (3-4
per rveek), and an occasional toad or
frog dtrr ing dre Sumrner.  She now
r-neasrrrers in at 27", an increase of
3" over 2t/z years.

NIy observations reveal drat
nervborn snakes do indeed grolv
rapidly. The young Garter snake
grerv 4n in 4 utout-hs. They
apprrenr ly tend to require
considerably tnore food than one
rvould expect in an adult. The
young Garter snake shares a cage
widr a Dekay Snake, Storefia dekayi,
and togedrer they finish off 20-25
garclen lvol'nls ou a weekly basis.
They bodr cohabitate very well. The
Dekav snake also gl'olvs rapidly,4Yr"
ilr 4 urondrs.

One lessou l 've leaned over
dre \/cars is that, unlike l izards,
snakes catrght locally do not require
a l ight. In the past, whenever I
placed a snake in a l ighted cage, the
anirnal  would die wi t l in a couple of
lveeks. None of my snakes are in a
ligiriecl cage and drey have tl l l ' ived
ovel Lirne sltowing no i l l  effects.

The odrer suake I have is a
24V2" Rough Green Snake,
Opheodry,s aestivus, who shares the
sarne cage rvidr dre 27" Garter suake.
They seem to get along very well.
The Rough Green snake is strictly
an insectivore, (loves crickes) and is
also an excellent actor. They are the
rnost t imid and gende snakes I have
ever conle across. Horvever, they do
try to be intiuriclating. lVheuever I
approach the snake, lte opens his
moudr showing dre black interior as
if to bite at t lre least provocarion.
When I place my hand in the cage
to grab him, he quickly turns tail
and rur-rs. Incidendy, these snakes
are extremely fast moving animals.
I acquired the Green snake 5
rnonths ago and to date it has not
shorvn anv appreciable growdr in
length.

*Edi tor 's conrmert t*  Simple
observations made and reported
about our naLive herpetohuna could
possible assist any of us in better
unclerstanding dre creatures rve

enjoy rvorking witJr. Thanks to
I(ennedr for sharing drese lotes and
odrers I wil l use in future issues.A

YHC SBrtng
Burlnetl

Meellng and
Auctlon

Datel ine:  4- l  I  -92
Place: University of Richrnond,

Richrnond. VA.

This speciai Spring meeting
was held on a beautiful day and most
VHS members rvere obviously
outside enjoying it. The attendance
at this rneeting lvas dre lolvest that
I 've seeu at  a recent Spr ing meering.
Possibly is rvas tJre day? Possibly it
rvas the location? Or maybe it was
die spl i t -Spr ing? I t  couldn' t  be drat
so few members are interested in
rvhat dre VHS will be or how it rvil l
f rFt  t l \FtF.)) . ) ) )

Enough scolding. .  .  on rv i th
what went on.

( I  l iedl)
After a brief delay for a ltope

ofa better attendance, President, Joe
Nlitchell opened tlte meeting ar.rd
greeted drose drat made int. Ron
Southwick, Sec./Tres., ask drat t ire
minu[es as lvritten in t.he last issue of
Catesbeiana, (Vol 12, No. I - 1992),
be accepted. They were and his
Tres. reportrvas read. ls of4l10/02,
only 105 members had paid their
1992 dues!

Paul Sattlel gave a repol't orl
tlre last isstres of Catesbeiana. i80
copies had been mailed. Nlore
materials are needed for future
issues. A]l materials should be sent
to Co-Edi tors Catesbeiana,
Department of Biology, Libertv
Universi ty,  Box 20,000, Lvnchburg,
VA 24506. Consult past issues of
Catesbeiana for format of
submissions.

Doug Eggleston gave a

repoft on the Nervsletter. Doug rvil l

work wit-h Paul to see if the
Newsletter can be put on his
colnputer and transfet'red for f i.ttut'e

printing. This is to reduce costs.
Ron Sotrthrvick strggested that rve



ser)c l  out  t le Newslet ter ' lo al l

current and rrrissirlg VHS tl letlt l- let 's

one more tjnte. This in hopcs tJrat
sonre that have left us or f icrgoltetr
their  dtres wele due, rv i l l  ueke a last
hint  to re- jo in l  There rvcre a
ruurnber of strggestions sul>ntitted to
rnake the Nervslet ter  lnol 'e
intercst ing [o al l  tnctr tbet 's.  Thcsc
inclrrc led:  l is t ing t r tect ings r t f

Regional  Herp Societ ies,  a t 'ecent ly
le lcased l i tet 'atut 'e t 'evierv,
"cannabi l iz ing" f rorn odret '  Socictv
Ne rvslctters, altd cuLtjl lg back to trvo

issrres per ) ,ear and addiug one page
to thc Nelvsle tter'. i t was decidcrl bv
a volc tlrat t lte Nervsletter rvil l  go to
rJune and Decett t l ter  re lcase. Tl i is
u ' i l l  balance otr t  t l te calctr t lar  t 'cr t t '
rr ' i tJr tJre nvo prrblicaLion <iatcs oI
Catcslrciana.

The Clonst i t r t t iot t  rvt ts lat i  f ic t l
as rvr i t ten in t l re last  isst tc o{
Catesbeia ua-

Nont inat iotrs wcrc acccPtcd
fol  rhe Plesident-Elect  of l lce.  Strc
Blr.retrtlertttatr, Aqtratic Nottg..attlc
Biologist  rv i th dre Dept.  of  Gante atrc l
In land Fisher ics rvon dre vo[e as t l rc
nerv Pres.-Elcct. She lvil l  set-r'e lbr
Bvo 1;s;11-5 i l this o{Tice ancl thcn
bccornc t .he VII-s PleslCenl  fb l  s"rr

) ,c:r ls.  I t 's  courpl icatet l ,  btr t  i t  \ \ ' i l l
rvolk] .

A report  o l t  d)e edrrcat jor l l i l
postcr  rvas givcu bv Joc. , \  l t t t ' t r  of
events rl lay norv have tlte Postcr
ncarcr lcal i ty.  The Dept.  of  Garr ic
aucl  In lani l  Fishel ics is rv i l l ine t r )
spl i t  tJre cost  on l taving t l te postcr
pl intccl  rv i th t Ie Society.  \ \ /c rv i l l ,  in
esscncc, pay'  [or  a pot 'L ior t  of  t l re

postcrs to bc <l istr ibrr tecl  ot 'sol t l .
l -hc DGII '  rv i l l  t l is t - r ibute or scl l  thc
brhucc. ' I 'hc sulr jcct  rv i l l  be on t . l tc
vcuornous snakcs oI  Vi lg in ia,  wi th
sonrc "Look- i \ l ike" species feat t r ret l .
1-hc poster rvil l  havc bot1r, tIe DGII;
ancl  \ , ' l IS infolrnat ion pr intct l  i r . r  the
nelgin.  The cost l tas l ;cctr
cst in latc( l  at  aLorr t rd $6,000.00 tct

Jr lor l r rce .  Thc VI IS prescnt l l ,  has

$975.00 in t Ie Tres.  spcr: i { ical lv
towi l l ' ( l  tJr is plojcct .  I I  Iorr  rvotr l t l
l ike to cont l ibr . r tc to th is plojcc t ,

[ . \ncl  tJre VIIS'  inr ,oh'eutel t t  in i l ] ,
therc a|c t\r,o wA\/s you caD hcl1l.
One is t l r lorrgh ) ;our r I ) ( ) l tc t i l l ' \ '
cout l i l ;ut ion to t l le VI IS r  ia thc
Trcs.  - fhc other is l - ry t lonat inq t l tc
ruse of ' ) ,ot l t - " ! l . ro( l  shot.s"  of  t l tc

Cot[onrnorrdr,  Canebrake Ratt ]er ,
Copperhead, Scar let  I ( i t tg,
Colnsnake, Scar let  Suake, Baby
Black Rasnake, Eastet 'n Mi lksnake,
"BlotJrecl-Phase" Hogtrose or Ti  rnber '
lLattlcr to Dr'. Joseplt Nlitchell. Send

voul slides ASAP! This posrer is

reacll, 16 be put togetlter and pllotos
are ncedecl ! !

The deat.h of Bob Bacler rvas

nrcnt-ioned during tJre rneeting and
his contr ibrr l ious to dre VI iS and the
hcrpinq cort tutuui tv rvere t 'epot ' tct l
bv Joc,  Doug, anr l  I lc t r  Gt 'e is l tarv.

Trvo publ ishers are
i nte restccl i n Joe lvlircltell 's upcotni ttg
book. fhc l i t 'nt i lcs of  Virs in ie.  fh is
shoulc l  be conrpletcd atrd avai la l t le
by t l lc  Fal l  of  1993. The book is
600-plus pages an( l  i t tc l r . rdes t r taps
aur l  i l l r rs( t 'at iotrs.

Ron lcpot'tecl t l iat the l loali l
of ' thc DGIF l ias apploved dre t rerv
lcgrr lat ions as rvr iLtet t .  The
Conrrnissiotr  rv i l l  vote in N{ay.  I  f
approvc<l  bv t l tc t t t ,  t l iese rcgtr lat ions
rvorr lc l  go inro el lect  onJt t ly l ,  1992.
' fhe legulat ions c lcal  lv i t l l  what cal l
i ncl ca n not be rttaittta itre d irt
capt i l i tv  in VA.

The ch:rptc l  on Rept i les and
.{rrrphi l - . !ans f t 'c t r t  the
I t lc  Donalc l / \ ' \ /oodrvalc l  book,
Vi lg in ia 's F.nt langercr l  SPecics,  has
l lccn prr lchrtsc<l  bv thc VI- lS for  re-
salc.  I f  1,61r rvot t l< l  bc i r t tc lcsted in
ol l te in ing a copv of  t l rc text  and
colol '  p l l l tcs,  contact  Rr:n Sotrdr lv ick.
' l 'hc cost  is $.1.00 kl '  dre chaptcr.

-I-hc VI IS Fall tr)cctirlg was

br ic l lv  d iscrrsscd. l -hc s i te r t ray l>e

thc Scicncc \ l t tseLrt t t  in Nlal t . i r lsv i l le,
V., \  in cal ly Octol ;er .  Nlot 'c
infor.r t rat ion on t l t is  rv i l l  be
lol t icorning in die Nervslet tcr  aud
Calcslrc iana.

A photo alburt t  ptr t  togetJler
bi , 'Joc rvas c i rculutccl  antong the
nrcrrrbcrs at tcr t t l ing.  Joe reclr tests
contr ibtrLions I t 'onr t r tet t ibcrs of  t .heir '

plioros o1'\ ' l  IS rttcct.ings of rhc past.
' l 'hc lc alc u lot  of  b lank pages to f i l l !

- l - l tc , \ r rct io l t  pal ' t  of  tJr is
lDcct ing got ul l ( lc l ' \ \ .ay shordy af tct
\ ' \ /e rx ly \ l i tchcl l  atr t l  t l tc  k ic ls arr ivecl
rv i th rc{ i 'cshrIrcnt .s.  [  |  t 'ou ul isse( l
hcr Spinlch l ' r l l ls  an<l  l l r -orvtr ics .  .  .

l 'oo l l r r l l l l  p.s.  -  l ' r r r  st i l l  rvai t ing [or '
that  lcc ipc \ \ rcr t t lv l !  I  $SO t  .00 rvr ls
la iscr l  t l i lorrgh thc : r r rct iotr l  I  I ighcst
bi t ls  \vcut l i r l  t l rc Torr t ' t ra l  of

lJ e rpctologv, (Do nated bv Ben
Greisharv) -  $80.00, a copy of
Virairr ia 's I l r r<lanccred Snecies.
(Do na ted b y NIc Do nald a nd
\, \ /oodrvarcl  Publ ishing) -  927.00, and
Coneia issucs -  $25.00!! !  Thlee
i[eurs rvele rvon t1llough sealed-bicls,
tonl ing $59.00. Rou rvou t1re bic l  on
tJre "Turt-le Pot" t l l lcd rvith Wently's
S: iusage Bal ls -  only $10.00, [A real
steal !  DoD't  rn iss a c l tance at  dte
next VIIS Atrction or Raffle.
.\-I-TEND tlre Spling and Falt
nrcct iugs!  DotraLiotrs rv i l l  be gladly
accepred for f it lut 'e rafl les aucl

atrcLio I rs] .
As lcpot'tcd and rvit lt

Ecl i tor ia l  colnrncl l ts by I )oLrg
Eguleslon. A

Prcpubl  rcatrort  Announcen')cr) l

A Revised Checkl ist  wi th Distr ibut ion
Maps of  the Turt les of  the World

by John B. lverson

Publrcrrroi l  d l re:  Apnl  1992

' l -hr :  r r  r  sub: i rnt i r l  rer is ion () l  l \c t \o l1 \  l r ) l l ( )
' funlc 

Chccklrr t  , \ t  upptrrr tntr te l r  -17()  prgcs- r l  r r

. j - l l i  lon-cer thrn thc ear l rcr  vcrsron. rnt l  t :  t t r ls  lhc
nrost  cornprchensrre lu idc rr  r t l rb lc t t )  l l l (  5! lc l l l l i l .
nomcnci l ture oi  t i rc tur t ic .  L, i  , i ,c  * t , ,  i i  T l ,c

Ci ieci l r r i  rnciui i ls  upi f  ic i l  .1:s i r r i :ut t i : t t  dei  n i :  ps
(near ly 270 total i  i -or  a l l  specrcs.  lnt l  tnfonl t l l to l l  l t l

th(  or ig inal  c i (a l i , tnr  t \  p(  \ l ) ( ' (  i l t l (n\  l \  l )c
local i t ies.  d istr ibul  ion.  Jnd pcrt inenl

l i t€rature for  r l l  rccotnizci j  spcci ts , {  \  D

subspecies.  Dichotontc ' rs ke-r 's rr todrtrc i l  l ronl  the
screntr l ic  l r terature arc l lso rncluder l  for  tdcntt i tcr t r t 'n
dou'n lo thc spccies lcvt l  Phl  logtnt l  ic

relat ionships l rc l l ro t l lu: t r r ted Ior  t l l r r r l  l r t l

Thrr  edi t ron rs curcnt lv avai l rb le onl \  rn \o l t  c,) \ t l

Cosr r .  $25-00 prepaid {rnclLrdtr t !  5ur lJ!e

shipping: forerrn atrmrt l  shrppinr:  rs Sl() . ( |0 ertrr l

Al l  payme nts tnurt  be in U.S. dol l r r : .  dr l r r  t t  ot t

U S banks. or on an internattonal  I l lonc\  o l ( lcr

Addrc\ \ . ,d(r  ! \

John I  l : ( re! ' ,

D<rr  o i  D,. i lot t

I i  hJirr  Col  ( ! (

R( i ln. . , i  I \  { r l l r  t  S{

t-n(10.c{ i , r  f i \  i l ( .1 ror S

l ' lcr{  rnd n( !otr ' \  or  r l , .  ( -ht ! r l r \ r

\Jf t



//i=

.-\ ' t@,r*-

_.@..

VHS Nerv$ghFr
' ^ -
'  rJ.  6OX [1t  - -***

Brookneal, VA 2458&'**

':ft::**r-

i:i:i::r i:ii'::r :*'l:- !'ii:::'i:1 ;': i":

l;:. * i.J, i:::i::: tl ':;{-r;
-i'i- i"ri-t 1... ; i. .i. .i. il'i 

',
"'.., i:1 .'::;1 :.'.:'lrj

vltuJr !otrv '

to hrco ,'..r .c f* ria u* f

nt{  at t r r^J


