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EDITORS COMMENT

As I sat dorvn to begin purdng togedrer this .issr-re
of t-he VI{S Newsletter, the weather report on the ladio
rvas calling ficr Virginia's first snowfall of tlle season. I
was quickly rerninded that Winter was six days old and
t-irat the season of field studies and collecting trips rvere
ended for 1991. This thought saddens me a bit, as I
enjoy the tirne spent out in the field.

I f ind great enjoyment and relaxation in trudging
tlrrough a swamp in sealch of f iogs ol poking around
rotting uees and old buildings looking lor sr.rakes. Thc
tirne I spend in t-ire field is more dran just in herp
hunting though. It 's hard for rne to toull iy conce utrate
on my particular mission, rviren birds ale constandy
call ing and scolding, insects are swalnring and biring and
otler lvi ld things are rnoving all around me. I dare to
guess drat you can lelate to these kinds of intr-usions arrcl
thus understand rny droughts here.

Being in dre field rneans becornir"rg a palr of drc
rvorld of nature around one. The distlactions ale many
and often times rnole interesting than tJre subject you
have planned to study. Watching a Ileavel r.vork on it 's
lodge, notir.rg dre valious feeding habis of the bilds,
spottjng a Chipmunk stretclied out on a log in the sun or
following the spiraling fl ight of a Red-tailed Flawk as it
soars ever skyr.vard to seemingiy disappear. These ale
the rypes of l i tt le annoyances that I 'rn rcfell ing to.
I-Iardly a day goes by rvhen I'rn in the ficld t-hat such
tlrings as these capture my attention and dlarv me fi-orn
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rny planned acrivity for at least a rvhile.
The Winter offers it's share of natural curiosities

as well. Even as I try to get my thougirs together to
write this piece, I 'm distracted by dre l louse Finches
feeding on the sunflolver seeds I provide for drem. It 's
notJring to count twenty or rnore of these eager iittle
birds waiting dreir turr at my rwo feeding sations, as
tJrey shiver in the cold on the blanches of a leaf-bare trce
fi"amed by swaying cedals. They share dris f iee lunch
with Goldfinches, Cardinals, Purple Finches, and an
occasional visit by a Red-bell ied Woodpecker. The eat'I1,
molning hours also offei' glimpses of the \Vhite-tailed
Deel and Tur-key as dre1, move tolvard dreil dayrirne
hiding places.

Even drough old rnan lVintel is setding in fol a
felv months, I still can find a reason to enjoy dre
outdoors. I rry to use dris t ime of t ire yeal'to leview nrr, '
f ield notes and cornpile rny obset'vatior.rs of drc capdve
herps i rvork widr. This is rny time ficl wlit ing down all
drose nrarvels of nature t-hat have been shared wif-h me .
l l 's  a lso tJre t i r r re to bcgin " \Vir t tct ' i t tg"  nty capdvc
breeding stock in preparation for next seasons projecs.
The tur-tles and snakes ale moved to my cooler basemenl
to spend a couple of montlts in a relativelv torpid statc.
I mark tl le calendar and count tJre days unti l I cau slorvly
warm them and introciuce tlie females to the males.

For rnany people, \ i\/ inter brings on the feelinqs
of an end to the joys of herping. I look at it as only a



brief inter' lucle that allorvs rne the tinrc [o really absorlr
t lre trtauv things that t l ie |c1ps I stgcllr halrs s[orvu rrtc
ciur-ing tl ie past three scasons. It 's a t. i lne to catch l lp o1l
tJre r-eading that I put olf during the lvar.rner rnonLhs ancl
to prepare tlose pieces tlrat I hopc soll lcoltc rvil i  publish.

I '1lr hoping that sonte of yor-r rhat.tr.e r-eacling riris
piece rvil l  f ind sorne sirnil:rrit ies to you1. orvn exper-icrrces.
That ) 'ou too rvil l  take advanlage of t_lic "clorvn tirne" i ir
1'or,rr helping activiries aud rsrite about )/or-r1- obsen'ations.
Then, send the results of your thoughts to us to in-
clude in a future is"sue of the VFtrS Newsletter. We mail
out over 15O copies of this newsletter at this time anci
if you've been foliowing it through our first three
issues, you know that only a few people have con-
tributed to the pages you've read. To those few we give
our thanks and to the other l4O-some of you, we once
again ask that you send in something that we rnight
includt:.

ii's Winter, you've got the time now, ttrere in
NO excuse for not sharing your wealth of information
with your fellow herper's. I would also like to receive
any comments ttrat you may have on the newsletter.
Are we meeting your expectations? Is there
something you would like to see and haven't yet?
Drop me a line and let me know. Send a_ll submissions
or remarks to: VHS NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 727,
Brookneal, VA24528. Thalks and Happy Herping!

HERP HAPPENIhIGS

*C.,\PTIV[, I)ROPI\GATION AND tIUSB,\NDI{y
CONFtr i { l lNCl l :  16-18 FcbrLraly,  l t lgt  -  Unir , .  of  f le l . ,
Davis. ConLrct No1'thern Cali lcrnia I,Icr-p Socier),, I,.L).
Box I  363, l )avis,  Ci \  9561 7 .  (7 07\553-9739.

* l { .EPTl l -E EXPO: 23 l : 'cblrrar-) , ,  1991 -  The Scir :ncc
\ , luse urn of  \ , \ /cste rn Vi lg in ia ancl  l io l tk ins planclur i r rn l
rv i l l  l iost  d ' re c l inosauls f ror l  I ) inartrat ior i  Intcrnaf iou:r l
and thei t -  orvn Rept i le Expo at  the rnrrserr i r r  iu I {oanokc,
Vi\. T'he dinosaur exhibit ryil l  be fi.orn l Z .l:rnuar.v - i} I
\ , Ia lch,  1991 and the Expo rv i l l  be r : r r  23 Feb.,  ig91.
Exhibis and lcctulcs wi l i  be avai lablc 10 a.rn.  -  5 p.nr.  t i tc
clay of the Expo. The Scier:ce l\,Iuseun'r is locatccl ar:
One Nlar-ket  Squale,  l loar.roke, VA 2,1C11. l io i - rnor.e
inlorrnat ion cal l ;  (703)342-5710.

*I I IODlVERSII 'Y OF'fFIE l t "OCIiY NIOIJN"|AINS .  i \
SYi\ ,1POSI Ui \4:  12-15 lv larch,  l99t  -  Color-aclo Srr tc:
Universi tv,  Fort  Col l ins,  CO 80523. - l 'h is wi l l  inclLrcic an
ir.rformal rvor-ksliop on the irlpletne ntation of a ccn[ral
database for- dr e AMPFI I B IAN PO PIJI,ATI O N SUR.V Ey
proposcd bv t.he SSAR.

* 14TI_I ANNUAL ALL_FLORI I]A I_ItrITIiI]T'OLOG I CAL
CONFERENCE: i3 Apr i l ,  199i  -  Gaincsvi l lc ,  FI- .  Co-
sponsoled by t-hc Flolicla Nfi-rscr-rur of Natural I-I i-stor-t,unrl

Lhe Gainesvil le Flery. Society. Contacr: 1lr. David Arrrir
at Lhc museurl, lJnir,. of Flolida, Ceines.,. i i le , 1.-I- 326 i i I
p l ionc (904)392-1721.

*VIIS SPRING N{I ,E' f ING: - l -hc \ r i rg in ia i  Icrpctolosir  : i i
Society r,vil l  holcl t leir Spling urccring ar-..mnci the nridrl lc
to end of Api-i l  1991. An exacr dare and locarion \r,as n\l l
avaiiable at dre [ime of t]t is pr-inii lg. \.Iot-e ini-ormaLiLtir
about t-hc meeting wil l be anrior.rucecl i i t d.Le next issue ol
Catesbciana, rvhich rvil l  bc se nt Lo rner;rl-;cLs pr-ior- to r)r.:
mcct i r lg dar.c.

*ALL D.,\Y TUIITLI'] :\ND']-OIiTOIS1I SE\IIN,,\R: ttO
Apl i l ,  1991 -  For-dhatn Univcrsi ty,  1{osc I Ic l l  Camprrs.
Blonx, NY. Confact: NYT'-|S, 103 Arnsrcr-darn i\r.c.,
Sui tc 365, Ncrv Yor-k,  NY i0023. (?i2){59-.1803.

* I  N' I I i  RNA-f  I  O NAL I I  E RP E' f  O I-  O GI C., .1-
SYIUPOSIUNI:  20-23June, 1l l t l  1 -  Scarr lc,  \ \ , ' : rshingron.
ConL.rct :  Brain Rackncr,  I1.D.,  1 7 \1nr-gai-cr  Rci . ,  Shar.ol ,
ivlA 02067. (617)7 34-7261.

'kJOINl-  SSAI{-FIL N,I l i l - ' l '1NG: 7-11 ju l r ' ,  1991 at  pe n:r
State Unive lsil1,, lJyri l 's;sicy I 'ar-k, P-\ 1ti3C?; I-inLrll
l l :rxsor-r, Ch:rir.

*  1 991 N,\TIONAL RIPTILI .  Bl l l lEDir i t 'S i : \ -PO: 1 0- i  S
Auglr"r l ,  1991 "  Spoi iscrci l  b l  i l .c  Cci t i l r l  i lu l ic i ; r  i ic :1r
Socict .y.  To lcgisrel  scncl  S10.00 to:  CFLIS, i ' .O. IJt :x
3277, \ , \ r intc l  I - {avcn, FL 33381. i : -o l  J Io ie l  r .c. \c i . \ ,aLior i . . :
' f rv in Torvers FIotel ;  1-800-T'he Torr 'e ls/oi  ( . i07)351- 1 00i) .
$65.00 singlc/$75.00 cloubic.  Scc t l ic  lasr issrre of  r . j r r
VI-IS NEWSLE]-TEII lol s[or,, '  orr ]:rst yclir-s [,Xi)O irr
Or larrdo.

+TI. I ]1 FI IGI. ILANDS CONITI iR[\( , I ]  O.r '
PI.ETFIODONTID S,,\LA\,I.\Nl-)11li.S: Junc 1992
Highlands, NC. Coniacr I)r '. 1{. Jecur-r, Unir,. ol
Southr.vester-n I..or,risiarra, Lalaye1.i.c. i_A 705O.l. (3 t 8)23 1 -
f - r9 '1i--

THE SOCIETY COLUMN

,,\ rtervl,v frrrming ltcrp societr, i i-r \oli lrer.n \ ' ' . \
i las conf i lc tcr l  us t t t  i t rv i tc ) ,orr  ro 

- jo in Lhcin.  ' f l t , :
NOIIT' I IE11N VI I I .GI N I . \  I iEf ; IONAi-
Hl l ] {PETOLOGICAI- SOCIETY rvi l I  focr_rs on " i l r .ecdine,
caplive husbaudry, rese:u'ch, conser.r.aLion, aird r.clatcd
materiais concelt ' i ing hcrps in \rirs^.ini:r and abr-oarl.
Progr-arns ancl nervslet{-er-s rr, i l1 be tailorecl to :\ntare ur- airt i
l 'rofessionals alikel NIen'rber.^ship operl to ci.ei-\,one arrrl
all ages. I)r,res: $i 0.00 1,eai' ly, - ColttacL: 1il ' i1'11inr., ' ,1
Goushalv I I I ,  (703)369-909 1 " .

I-iberty FIiah School i l iolr:e'\.. lcacher \L-. l)a,,icl



Eckes fbrmed a REPTILtr CLUB rvhich has neat' ly 50
active student membels. The club meets prior to classes
beginning and have special programs of interest to tlte
students. For more infirrrnation or to offe r your support,
contact: Mr. David Eckes/Biology Dept., Liberty i l igh
Sclrool, 100 Libelty Mirluteme n Dr., Bedfold,VA 24523.

TITC BLUE RIDGE FIERPETOLOGICAL
SOCIETY held fteir Holiday meeting on Dec. 5th, at
Nlonte Carlo Italian Restaurant in Lynchburg, VA fcr a
Pizza Buflet dinner. The dinner was ploceeded by a brief
br,rsiness meeting and the society President provided tJre
desert. The Jan. meetiirg was scheduled for the 9th due
to the holidays and the rneeting was held at the societies
home, Lynchburg College. The BI{FIS aud its membels
will participate in dre "REPTILE EXPO" at the Scieucc
N4useum of Westem Virginia and Hopkins Planetariurl
i r . r  Roanoke on February 23, 1991 .  Tl ic February 6,  1991
meeting rvil l  include the vierving of some of thc video
taped proceedings from the l98g IIIS, Phoenix, AZ
confur'ence. Please tr), to join rls. A RIU'IS
NEWSLETTER is in f,he rvorks too, nor'v rnernbers rvill
get  a l i t t le more for thei l  annual  duesl  Dues ate:  $15.00
- I {cgular,  $10.00 -  SLudent (undcr l6) ,  ancl  $18.00 -
Family.  Wrire:  BRFIS, P.O. Box 727, Brookneal ,  VA
24528.

We have some great nervs for you Ampliibiait
endrusiastsl There is a brand new publication clcdicated
to information on'Jie:^icpli ibiaiis cf l1ic ivo;' lC, -". i: ich i ' ; l l1
bc ol fc led stal t - ing in tJrc Spr ing of  '91.  Pat-r ' ic ia Prr l r ly  o l '
Salem, VA began dris ploject as a labor of love and out of
dcsperation. She lelt that a lack of f ircus on arnphibians
in other publications needed to be rernedied. All
inclications ale poinring to a qualit l, publication on
varipus amphibian related subjects. She hopes to get
those interested in these fascinatiug creatut-es involvecl in
hcl effblts. If you shor.rld have ANY arnphibian papers,
ficlcl notes, stories, cartoons, skelches, etc. available ,
please contact Patricia about inclucling thern in her rterv
publication. For more inforrnation, to submit rnatelials,
or for a subscription, rvrite: The AN{PI-{IBIAN N"E\4/S

QUARTERLY, 303 Ehr St., Salern, VA 24153.

CAPTIVE HUSBANDRY OF THE BALL PYTHON
(PYTTTON REDTUD

The Ball Pydron is one of the nrost colnlnol)
species on the rnarket todav. The combination of a tirtt id
disposirion and relaLively inexpensive pr.rlchase plicc,
rnake i r  a pnrdculal ly poprr la l  choice.  Uufbrt  r rnrLclv,
rvhen a species is readily available, deale rs aucl prrt 'cl iase t 's
alike do not take tJre tirne to resealch die nalural l.r istory
of tJre specirlen. Tlie lollorving shoulcl shed some light
on c;iplive care of t-he above species.

The Ball ovt-hon derives i ls comrnon narne {ronr

its habit of tucking its l icad and coil ing tigltt iy into a ball.
They occur in Central and Western Afi ' ica. Tbeir natulal
habitas include dry bushlands and cleared for-est alcas.
Average size is 3 - 4 feet rvidr rare specimens over' 6 fccl.
Ball pythons ate sexually matut'e at 2 feet. Ciutch sizcs
lange ftom ? to 8lalge eggs. The size of dre eggs l ival
those of their lalge cousins the Burrnese and lleticulatc
Pythons. Copulation usually occurs fiom December thlu
February. Egg laying has been noted from Februaly thnr

July. Incubation takes approxirnatel;, 55 to 62 days n'ith
young ranging in size frorn 12 to 14 inches. The yourtg
feed regularly on fuzzie mice or rat puPS. Horvever, lvilcl
caught specimens can be a iterpers' nighrmare to
acclimate. They often refr:se food, sometimes fbr'
extended peliods of t irne. Tiris is usr-rally rvhere t-hc
ploblems start. Most imports refuse l ive rnice ol rats. If
t l i is is the case, tr:y feeding deacl rodents. In addition, aclcl
a hide box for added seculit l , of youl specitnen- Also, a
sinrple itern thar is oFten over"looked is the cee'e
tempclaLure. Tiris shor-rld be in dre 75 to 85 clegt'ce
l'ange. I(eeping dre cage dar-k and undistulbed heips.
Final ly t - r 'y  a gelbi l .  Tl t is  sccrtrs to be a scent drey el t '

farnil iar rvit l. Again, try tJie gerbil cleacl if this doesn't
rvolk. If all else fails, don't panic! Ball Pydrons go for 6
to 8 rnonths rvidrout fceding durir-rg times of faminc ot'
drought. Tire short stout bocl1, etlphasizes dreir iat
stol ing abi l iL ies.  AIso, rnekc sule )our spcr ' i l t ter t  is  not lL

glavid {brnale. Pr-egna:rt females refuse all !:od.
Anodrer item ale dre parasites t-irat frequcrtl

imports. These include ticks, and fluke lvor-ms. The tjcks
can be rernoved lvidr Lrveezels tlen dre area tleated lvit]r
a topical antibiotic. N{ites can be successfully tl'eated u'ilh
a l ianging pest strip. Be careful lo ve nti late tJ.re cage rr,ell
and do not expose t1le specimen for mole than 8 holtr-s.
Over exposure may cause neurological damage. Tltc
treatment can be repeated. Flukes and ilrter-nal par-asites
have been successfully t leated rvit-h Pauacul or
Iverr"nectin. Worms at-e often noted in tl.re stool or
legurgitated ficod. P1ease see your veter-inarian for
treatmellt.

This ar't icle lvas not rvt' i tten to discourage keepine
Ball Pythons, jr.rst to help those lvir,h the occasional
problem specimen. Widr dris in rnind, ) 'ou should irave
more success widr keeping and propagating l iall Pythons.

bv:  Rayrnorrd Gorrsharv l l l

HERPFUL HINTS

As Ray noted it1 his picce ou dre PytJloir l-egirrs,

this anirnal is one that enjol,s its privacr'. ALi sr-rakes ' 'r ' i l l
apprecirttc solre area in t1leir enclosr.rt 'e rvircr-c drcy t:en
seek pr ivacy.  In last  issues FIERPFUL HINTS, I

suggested using the botton't of a plastic soda botde lo
desigir a hicle box. Tl.rele are tttallv ciifferent stl lcs antl



sizes of comrnercially rnade hide boxes avaiiabie on the
rlarket today. When dre need arises ficr a r-atJrer iargc
onc, rv l i ich are h:r ld lo f i r rd,  t rv ol)c of  these inexpcnsivc
iclcas. Invcr-t a florver pot and eilher enlarge the dlain
hoie on t}e bottorn or cut  an openine along the l ip to
allorv tJre snake a place to enter. -I 'he soft-, black plaslic
pots usecl with rr-rar-ry florver-s and shlubs -,vork gleat ancl
c lcan up easi ly.  Do kecp in nr int . l  thouqh, t ,hat  a sn:rhc
not only sceks plivacy, but also drc collt|rcl secr-rr-ity oI
being able to fccl it 's sr.rrlounding hic.l ing place. Don't
g ivc 1 'our snake a hide box i t  wi l l  get  lost  in l  Anothcr
easy to clean and prepale lalge hide box cau be uradc
f lorrr  e soR plasr ic dish pen. Cut au opcning in tJrc l ip,
invcrt and t-hen ),ou have a nice sized home-slveet-honrc
for-  1,61,r-  snake. I  purchascd 2 dish pans lor  $3.00 that.  I i t
pcr'fcctl; '  in a 20L eclu:u-ium and rny 5'l{ccl-tail Boa hi'rs
rnacle i t 's  horne in one .

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

There al 'e no docur.ucr.rt .ccl sightings of

Cottonrnouf} snakes in l \ , Ial l ielvs ColrnLy,. I)ue Lo rnal ly

sirni lar i t ies bctrvce n sn;rkcs, horveve r ' ;  t Ic Nolt-hcr-rr \ , \ /at.cr '

Srrake, a cornlnon rcsiclent of l \ ' Iat^hcr.vs, is oft .cn rnistukcn

lor thc \/cl lornoLrs CoLLonnror-rth and pelsccutecl on sie' ir t .

Tlre Cortonmoudr (r\e'kistroclon prsclr.ol-rr.s) is a

l . r fuc \ r 'aLcr snakc, of i .cn r .c:rching lorrr  tc i  l lvc fccl .  long.
i t  h:rs :r snott,  Jr. :r .r . , ' . , '  br:r l ' , ,  :rnrl  e t . l ' i : i l i i l l l l  l i ,  bic. lcl  hcl ' ,r l

rv i th a c l isLinct  ncck.

Cotlonrtrr : r - r t1rs alc c lar-k ol ivc,  b lorvr . r ,  or  b l l rc l i ;
rv i t ] l  t ler-k,  i r - r -cqrr le l  c loss-bancls.  Olc ler  indiv icLuals,
I torvcvcr,  losc t .hcir  r t rer-k ings i rncl  bcccirnc rrni{blnr ly c lark.
fhc evcs have vert ical  pupi ls ancl  are not v is ib lc l ionr
<l i recqJy abovc. ' l ' 'hc lc is a <l isdnct,  <lccp pi t  bclrvccn the
nostr i l  and the e) 'c.  Unl ike i r )ost  u,atc l '  snakcs,
Cottonuroudrs srv i rn rv i t -h t ] rc i r  hcad rvcl l  out  c i { ' thc \val .cr .

-fhe Nortlreln \,Vater Snake (AIcrorlr:r sipcclon)
cuu reach thr-ce to hr.e feet  in lenath.  ' l -hc eycs huve
rouur l  prrpi ls;  and l ike r lost  har-nr lcss \v.r lcr  snakcs, thc1,
ar-c c lcar ly v is ib le f rom above. Nor lhcln \ \ /atcr-  Snakcs
are lecldish,  brou'r ' r ,  or  grey to br-orvnis l i -b lack,  rv i lh r la lk
crossbancls and al ternat ing dark blotchcs.  ' l -hc pat l .c ln
clarkcns r .v i th acc ancl  bcconrcs uni l i r rur  b lack.  - fhc bcl ly
is rvhite, y'e1lorv, ol grey, ancl is tt:at'kccl r.vith t 'cclt l ish-
l. irorvn or black crcscellt-shaped spol-s. ' I-hcse snakes rt 'c
aclive day ancl night. If gir,en t.he chancc, drev lvil l  l lee
frorn any human.

- fhclc is l i rde leasol l  f icr  1>coplc to {car- t I is
l iar-nrless \ 'Vate r Snake. Very selclom afe the t 'e

confl 'onnrions beLrvee rt snake ancl hrrrrt:rn t-lurt cart ttoL lJc
avoic lccl ,  ar . rc l  the suake bc spaled.

\\rl iLtcn b1': Plrtt-i Pics
Florn Vol .  2,  1990 -  Lor:r ' r l  Scict tcc in ib l r t te r '

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The cornrnittee appointcd at thc Sprirtg '90

rneeting to look into advcltising {irl tJris nervsletter, hrs
rlecided to offi:r" space fol cotnrncr-cial ar.rcl clessil ' ied arl.s.
A busincss calc l  s izcd conrrnclc ia l  acl  rv i l l  cost  $ 10.00 pcr
issr.rc or $25.00 fot 'au annual  ruI . r ,  (4 issues).  Classi f ic t i
l i r . re ads in t ] r is  nervslet le l  r r ' i l l  bc r t rn Free for al l  VI IS
mcrnbcrs ancl  lv i l l  cost  $1.00 pcr '  l ine for-  r ton-nrctnbct 's.
\Ve rv i l l  NOT:rccepLANY ads fol  I - IVE ANINL{L SALES.

All mernbet-s :rrc encorrragecl io scll ads. -I-hu

monics fi 'orn ad sales rvil l  ofFse t lhe costs Ibl pr-irtring thc
nelvsletter and reserve the funcls ir"r our- Lrcasur\' for othcr-
plojects. The Editor reservcs tlre l ight lo r-cfr.rsc anv atl.
AII acls, along rvit1r payrlcnt^s rnacic to t-l-tc \ ' ' I ' lS, shoulrl lrc
sr-rbrnitted to: Editor - VFIS NE\\rSLE'I"l 'Eli, P.O. Box
727. l l lookncal .  VA 24523.

I t 's t ,hat Lirne of 1,s;11';1gain, ( l ikc r,or-r r-c;r l ly necrl

e r-cnriucler-),  T.{X t irne . This ),eer \ \ ,hen ),ou'r 'e f l l i r .rs orrt

vour St:rte Incorlc Tax st i- l t-cnrcnt, pleasc rctnctt ibcr thc

Non-Game and Enclangclccl  Spccics of  t l rc

Commonrve aldr b),  donar ing pal- t  of  vouL rcLlrrn,
(evelyone is gctt ing one this year'  -  r ight?), to t |e speci l i l

{ i rr .rd clcsignalccl or.r Linc 99.\ ol '  vour- Sratc I  ncoute - l-rtr

{,rr ln. Besi i- lcs hcl i- ; i i l . l  ' : l :c C': ,  i r i r !r i r . ' , , .c:t l i . l i  i ; l i i  i l , i l - i i t . ;

orrr  buclgct  c lc l lc i t ,  you rv i l l  bg - . :Jror\ ' ing ) 'or l l -  suppol ' t  i i ) r '

thc hclps anci  othcr non-ganlc anir t ta ls i l t  \ i i r -g i r t ia.

*****

VH.S Seclr . t , r l r ' / l  t ' ( ' lsut-ct '

Solrthu' ick u'anls to re mind al l  rne nrbcrs t irat
t ire 1991 dues s1'ror-r lci bc scr-1t i i -r NO\\ ' .
I)on' l .  miss ol l t  ol-I  the Sprrng issue ol
CA-|ESBEIANTA or Ir-rtr-rre issr,rcs of this
ne\vsletter. Get 1,61-1 199i c' lues in to lLon
Locii iy. Jt,Ie mbership r e ne rval fccs: Farni l l

$j7.50, l legular $j5.00, Stuclcnt. (r,rncicr 18t
:ji:].00. Ser-rc1 ),ot-tt' check or mo1-Iey ol:clci-
macle to the vHS to: VFIS, 5608 I ' ,al.klantl
Conrt ,  Virginia l lczrch, VA 2: i464.

ODE TO A TERRAPENE

Ou t 'a iuy dai ,5 -  I  see voLr t }ce,  a lunrp rr ' i th i : r  t l ic  loat l .
r\s cars r.vhiz by - I hear vor-rl si.gh, a hiss of sad i-epose.
Yorr  anrblc on;rcross t . l rc r-ol t r i .  fuortr  gr . l rssv cr lqc to gr i l \ ' r ' l

shoulde r .

l ion



,F.
Widr eacir neal miss of passing cals, your steps grow ever- bolclcr.
Sorne of your kind don't f,air so well, their bodies splatter-ecl on t-hese ti:ails.
Ducking inside tJreir boney shells, pl 'otecLion frorn a car- to no avail.
Within Lhe grasses you uudge along, your destination is rrnlinor.vn.
You follow your instir.rcts drat are strong, to rvhere youl Iavor-ite foods are growlt.
You enter into a garden of gouluret tut'de delighs.
The strawbelries, tomatoes and melons, fr-orn each you llt l(e your bit-cs.
Yor,r eye tJre gr-ouud intentl l,, f i tr inscct-s, gnibs ancl \.vorlns.
Even your pr-otc in is louncl  drcr-c conscclrrcntJy,  i rs you gol tb lc-rrp anyt1r ing lJrat .  squirrns.
In tJre Spring you seek a rnate, to propetuate your kind.
The courting is done on t-hat date, wheu your "special onc" yolr f ind.
The eggs a1e layed and covered deep, within the Earlh's ."valrl soil.
Your babies wil l clammer fi 'om this heap, if protected {r'onr dre spoil.
As Fail draws near - you eat your last, a hearty, f i l l ing ntcel.
For rvif-h the Wint-er you shall fast, until Spling's rvarmt.h you [eel.
You hnd or dig a bur-rorv, a home for colder clays.
To rest in ti l l  dre'rnorrorv, of Spring's rvarrn, suluty l 'a),s.
Thc Spr ing la ius dlarv )ou out again,  t . l rc i r  cyclc s l : r rLs your ' )crr .
' fo braYe the Ioacls ),ou rvii l  begin, to |cr.age i.vit.horrt fear'.

Douglas \,\t. I3ggleston - i990

ts
I
I

I
J

' Srr{av^t -vrtO,.-rtL,tecl

\ kid +- trif h.a"r,rl
\  |  t t  /

\ -h swd"l ou^.,
- \ /


