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Worldn'ide

Sources: Consen'afion Intemariona:: Enrircnmenral Neu,s Nework;

Enriromental News Sen'ice: Parurm ir -{mphibian and Reptile
Consen'anon: USF\\'S; USGS: \DGF

Press releases in September of 2000

rer-eaied disrurbing but not altogether surprising

nen's for conservationisa: amphibians are not the

onil'her-oetofauna in peril throughout the world.

Reptile populations u'oridsride are shou,ing signs

of elen sreater disness than amphibians.

According to the U. S. Fish and \\'ildiife Sen'ice.

26 species of amphibians and 8E species of

repriles are listed under the Endangered Species

Act. The World Consen'ation Union iists 129

amphibian species and over 270 reptiie species

as vulnerabie or endanqered giobally'.

Facrors that have put repdies at risk are

similar to those documented for amphibians.

Eramples are habitat loss and degradation.

pollution, disease, exotic species ilvasions.

overexploitation, and global climale change.

Scientists have knonn for man-v years

the effects of specific threats to amphibians such

as deforestation, wetland draining. and pollution

from agricultural run-off. Nou'. hon'ever,

scientists recognize such threats as equally

detrimental to reptiles that are also rendered

defenseless in the face ofsuch disturbances.

Aiso. reptiies tlpicalil'require iarger home

ranges. and therefore are more suscepribie to the

negative efiects of habitat fragmenurion than

amphibians. Internationalll,, reptiies are in

higher demand as sources of food. medicine,

other consumer items. and as specrmens for the

pet trade than ever before. Finalll'. all of these

human-related rlueats are magnified in light of

the siou'rate of maturity and slo*'reproductive
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rate of many reptile species-popuiations are

being exploited faster than they can be replaced'

In Vuginia, 13 outof 72, or 187o of our

native reptile species are listed as either state

and/or federaliy endangered, threatened, or

species ofspecial concern. A few examples of

these listed rsptile species are Northern

piaesnake, Eastern glass luar d, canebrake

rattlesnake, Eastem chicken turtie, and Northern

diamond-backed terraptn.

What can Virginians do to helP

conserye our native reptiles? A ferr ideas

include:

. educate -vour famiiies, neighbors.

and friends about the vaiue of

reptiles in the ecosystern,

r rvlrr&ge areas ofyour property to

serve as reptile habitat,

. avoid collecting native species

' from the wild, and

. if possible, avoid killing reptiles

crossing the road.

Among their many values, reptiles, like

amphibians, are indicators of environmental

health because of their significant role in the

ecosysterl The question of whether people will

iisten to the message they are sending still

remails to be seen.

ANNOUNCEMENT!

VHS 2OAl SPRING MEETING AND ANNUAL SURVEY
This year we u'ill be sun'e1"ing ru,o distinct habint units on the George Washington-Jefferson Nationai

Forest in Au_qusta Cognl'. The Loves Run Pond cornplex is a series of seasonal and perennial sinkhoie

poncls near the Maple Fiats complex. As wi& the \{apie Fiats ponds. a number of plant and animal species

-eenerally 
associated qith the Coastal Plain an&or th: iorver Piedmont have been found in the Loves Run

Pond complex. The second pnman' survev area. Green Pond, is located at an elevation of approximately

3200 feet and is adjacent to the St. N{ary's Wilderness Area.

Schedule:

Fridal, MaY 18. 2001

7:00 PM
7:45 PM
8:00 PM
8:45 PM

Sarurdav Mav 19.2001

E:00 AM

8:30 AM

Business meettng at the AugusTa Counn' Government Center in Verona

Break luith snacks and drinlis provided)

Siide shou' of porential species. and inirial coordination meetin-e for suwel' on Saturday

Adiourn

Meet at Lake Sherando to coordinate Survey
NOTE: Due to the nature of sun'e'r' locations this year, it is important to anend this

meedng prior to heading out for sun'ey.
Breaii into sun'e)' groups and u-avel to designated sun/ey locations
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8:30 AN{
12:30 PM
5:30 PM

Break into survey groups and,travei to designated survey locations
Free to survey outside of initial sun'ey locations
Meet at Lake Sherando outdoor paviiion to compile survey rqports, compare adventures,
as well as photo op of coliected specimens

Accommodations:

- Numerous hotels/motels are located in Wayresboro, Verona, or Staunton, with Waynesboro being
closest to the survey iocations.

- Camping is available atLake Sherando and numsrous other locations in the National Forest.

Directions to Aususta County Government Center. Verona. Virginia:

Take I 64 to Exit 225 - Woodro'*, Wilson Parku'ay. Left on Woodros'Wiison Parkway (Route 275). Go
1.5 miles to Lee Highway (first light). Right on Lee Highway (US 11). Go I mile to right on Dick Huff
Lane. Look for Government Center and \4{S sip:ls.

Directions to Lake Sherando:

Lake Sherando is located off Route 664 in Augusta Countv. It can be accessed via I 64 or I 8 1 . We will
have sig:rs rn the Sherando Recreation Area directin-e \'T{S members q'here to meet.

Equipment Iist:

- Sampling equipment: i:rsect repellent. taionomic idenrification guides, waders, seines, dip nets,
coilection jars,&ags, snake stick, snake bag. camera.

- Rain gear and cither ciothing suitabie for changeabie May weather

Note: \\'e have been asked by U.S. Forest Sen'ice person:rel to folion'appropriate equipment cleaning
procedures prior to entering the survey locations. This inciudes thorough cieaning ofdip nets, n'aders. etc

Jefferson salamandsy

Spotted salamander

Marbled salamander
Eastem tiger saiamander
Northern dush' salamander
Seal saiamandgl

Southem n'o-li:red salamander
Three-iined salamander
Longtail saiamander

Sp.ing salamander

Four-toed salamander
Red-spotted neut
Red-backed saiamalder
\Vhite-sponed slim-v salamander
Red salamander
Eastern cncket frog
Eastern American toad

Potential Species List for the Region

Ambvsroma j efers onianum
Atnbvst ont a maculatunt
Anrbvstonta opacunl
Ambysloma tigrinunt
Desntognathtts fuscus
D esm o gn athus ntonticola
Eun,cea cin'igera

ELul'cea guttolheata

Eutt c e a I on gicauda I ongi c auda
Glt'in o p h i I tr s p o rp htn'itr cu r

H emida cn'l ium s cutanlm
N otop ht h alntus t,irides c en s yirid es cen s
Plethodor: cinereus
P I et h o d on c.t'li ndraceus
Pseudotriton ruber

Acris crepiutrts crepitans
Bufo anericonus americanus
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Bufo fowleri
Hyla versicr.,lor
P s eudacis crucifer crucifer
Pseudacris feriarum
Rana catesbeiana
Rana clamitans
Rana palustris

Rana sylvatica
Scaphiopus holbrookii
C h e\' dr a s erp ent ina s erp en tin a
Chrysemys picta picto

Clemmys guttata

Kin o s t ern o n s ubrubrum subrubrum
Sternotherus odoratus
Terrap en e c ar o lina c arolin a
Cnemidop honts s exlineatus s exlineatus
Eum e ces ant hracinu s anthr a c inus
Eumeces fasciatus
Eumeces laticeps
S cel o p orus undul atus h1t a cinthinus
Scincella lareralis
A gi;is rro d on conto rtrix mokas en
Carphophk amoenus amoenus
Coluber constrictor constrictor
Crorcius horricius
Diadophis punctatus
t rT^^1,-  d,h^r^

3 Lr,  tstLt

Elaphe obsoleta
Hererodon piatirhinos
Larnproo e I ris c al I i g as t e r rh ontb om acul ata
Lamoropeltis gerula
Lamproo el ri s ri on gulum trian gul unt
Li o c h i or o p hi-s y ern alis
N erodis sipedon sipedon
Opheorin's aesritus
P iuop his nte i an ol eu cus nt el anol eu cus
Regina septemvinata
Sroreria dekoi dekati
Stor eria o c ciDitont acul at a o ccipit orna cul at a
Tltanrnopitis sauritus satritus
Thannophis sirtalis sirtalis
l'irginic yaleriae

Fowler's toad
Gray treefrog

Northem spring peeper
Southeastem chorus frog
Bullfrog

Green frog
Pickerei frog
Wood frog
Eastern spadefoot
Eastern snapping turtle
Eastern painted turtle

Spotted turtle

Eastern mud turtle
Eastern musk turtle
Eastem box turtle
Eastem six-lined racemnner
Northern coal skink
Five-lined skink
Broad-headed skink
Northern fence lizard
Little broqn skink
Northem copperhead

Eastern wormsnake

Northern black racer
Timber rattlesnake

Ring-necked snake
Corn snake

Black ratsnake
Eastem hognosed snake
Moie kin-esnake

Common kin_ssnake

Eastern rnilksnake
Smooth greensnalie

Northern n'atersnake

Rough greensnake

Northern pi:resnake

Queen snalie
Northern bro*rrsnake
Northern red-bellied snake
Eastern ribbonsnake

Eastem ganersnai(e

Smooth earthsnalie



ANNOUNCEMENT FOR VHS MEMBERS
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE VHS BY-LAWS

ARTICLE II.
Section i.

a.

Section 4.

ARTICLE Itr.
Section i.

b.

The Officers

The elected officers shall be President, PresidenLEle,ct, Vice-
President, $ gglef ary-Trea qrrrer, S enretary/Treasurer, and the
immediate Past-President.

The duties of the elected offcers shall be as follows:
The president shall preside at meetings of the Society and its
officers; shall be nominal head of the Society; shall rule on
questions of procedurethatmay arise; shall appoint ad hoc
committees at hi s/her discretioq the lresidenterhisArer desi snee
shall bethe \T{S repre^entative te the Easte-r Seabeard

The4rssid€nlEi€ct\rice-President shall fu lfi 11 the duties of the
President when the latter is absent. He/she shail assume the
Presidency should that office become vacant during a term. He/she
shall select coordineteJhe meeting activities sites for the Socief.

4hePresident-Elect s vear
tcrm upnn evFiratiOn Of the errrent PreSident'S rem.

The Executive Council of the Society
The Executive council of the society shall consist of the president,
President-EleetJiee-President, S ecretary/Treasurer. immediate
Past-president. the Editor(s) of the Society's Publications, and
chairpersons of the standing committees.

office(s) until
tho nor ' l  c^ko. l r r ' loA 

^ l -^+i^-

As discussed at the Spring and Fall2000 meetings. the proposed changes in the by-lau's
regarding VHS officers x-ill allou'members such as students to be able to serve as VHS
President or \iice-President x'ithout obliging to a six \/ear cornmitment.

Elimination of Article Ii Section 4.d. of the b),-lau's u'ill remove one of two mutually
exciusive conditions currentlf in the b\'lau's. thus ieartng Article III. Section 3. charging
the EXCOM u.ith fillins anv vacant offices.

Ir{embership '*'ill be asked to \/ote on the proposed amendments to the VHS by-laws at
the spring 2001 meetins. Iimembership votes in the affirmative the neu,ly amended
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by-laws will be pubiished in the fall200I Newsletter. VHS officers will be elected as
described in the amended by-laws atthe fall2001 meeting.

HERP W@ HAPPENIN GS
\IIIS Fall Meeting and S1'mposium - The fall meering was held at the nature center at Wi:rtergreen Resort
on October 27,2000. The business meetiag included minutes of the spring 2000 meeting and reports and
updates from ofircers and editors of the neu'slet\er, Catesbeiana, and the website. Members present
discussed proposed amendments to the \rHS bylau's. Other topics included membership outreach, possible
sites for the spring meeti:rg and survey, and an update on the VHS donation to the forthcoming Virginia
snake guide. Other events of the day included a teachers' workshop, a silent auction, a raffle. and a chili
iunch. The \4{S thanks the staff at the Wintergreen Nature Center for their help in organizi:rg the day.

Paper Session - The follo*,ing people gave presentations during the fall meeting. Thomas Akre of
Fairfax, \rA, Maft Wold of Montross, VA, Clris d'Orgerx of McCoy, VA, Michael Hayslen of Llnchburg,
VA. and David Marsh of Lexi:rgton, VA. Topics inciuded curent wood turtie research, amphibian and
reptile inteliigence, reproductive behavior of tree frogs in Panama, moie salamander research rn Virgrnia,
and notes from tropical herpetofauna research. The VHS thanls everyone who gave presentations. Dwing
the session, Mike Pinder was recognized for his contribufions and service as \fHS President (199i-1999)
and newsletter editor (1994-1999). He n'as presented rvith a plaque commemorating this honor.

\I'ood Turtle Survey'- During the months of September through November biologists from Geor-ee
Mason Universiq' and \,DGIF sun'eyed for u'ood turties at known sites in northern Vuginia. Three pairs
of turtles were obsen ed madng in November. The totals for individuals captured last fall are: 32
recaprures and 34 new nrftles (inciudrng at least 9 juveniles). All ne'n'turties were marked and released.
and all turtles captured u'ere measured and weighed. Habitat data were collected as well.

\rirginia Snake Brochure - The long-av,aited \ruginia snake brochure is frnally on schedule to be released
this spring. ]r{ike Pinder and Joe lt{itchell's fiill-color guide is anticipated as one of the premier snake
publications of its kind. Professional photographl', accurate, succinct biological ir:formation and
idenrification keys, a focus on consen'ation issues, and answers to corrunon snake questions highiight this
guide rvhich u'ill surell'be a hit xith all a-ses.

Project Bog Turtle l\{eeting - Pro-iect Bog Turtie is part of the North Carolina Herpetological Socien' and
is a consen'ation group dedicated to presen'ir:g bog turtles in the southern population. State and federal
agencies. private researchers and biologists. and concemed citizens from North Caroiina, \rirginia.
Tennessee, Georgia. and South Carolina are represented in this group. An annuai meeting u'as held
December 18. 2000. at the U.S. Fish and \\;ildlife Field Office in Asheville, NC. The meedng consisted of
updates from ildividual states regarding clurent bog turtle conservation efforts, a presentation on anail'zing
bog nrtle DNA to determine senedc diversin' of popuiations, and wetland leasing (consen'ation
easements) to protect kno*n populations. Other topics discussed were the use of PIT tags (Passn'e
Inregrated Transponder) to identi$' and track rndii'iduai turtles more easily, reactions to the Federal
Recovery Pian that was recenth' issued, and suategies for future survevs. For more information on Pro,ject
Bog Turtle and hou')'ou can help consen'arion efforts. iog onto http:/inlrrr'.projectbogturtle.org or e-
mail Dennis Herman of the North Carolina N{useum of Natural Sciences at: dennis.hermantOncmail.net.

Hellbender Displar'- In September biologists fiom \DGIF drsplayed a live hellbender in an exhfoit at the
Cedar Bluff Festivai rn Cedar Bluff. \'A. Helibenders are well-knoun from the Clinch River, u'hich flos's
through this southwestern \"irginia toun in Tazewell County. Biologists displayed the live specrmen.
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handed out information sheets, and answered a rmrltitude of questions from festival-goers. The overall goal
was to educate the public about the sensitive status of this species and its role in the ecosystenl hopefuliy
instilling an ethic of conservation in anglers and others who cross paths with hellbenders in the river.

Virginia Anuran Calling Survey'- Many routes in Virginia are still available for surveying frog and toad
calls for spring and sunmsr 2001. Last year 33 out of 50 possible routes were suweyed. lbiunteers drive
routes and stop aiong the road at designated spots to listen and identify frog and toad calis. For more
information or to volunte er for an available route for this year, coltact Don Schwab at (7 57 I 253-7 07 2 or at
dschwab@dgif.state. va.us.

\*itd ro
I
I

feDoy" Wr wifdli
June 23 - 24,2001

ot

Front Royaf 4 -H Center

The virginio Department of Game ond rnland Fisheries wildlife Diversity Division is hostin-o
its second onnuoi Wilo for Wildlife Days, a special event focused on the Commonwealth's
wiidl i fe. The fomily-oriented celebrotion wil l  be held on June23-24,?OOt ot the Northern
Virginio 4-H Educotion ond Conf erence Center in Front Royol, Virginia. There will be closses
on birds, bockyord wildl i fe, woodcorving, plont identif icotion, r iver l i fe, repti les, wildl i fe
rehobil i tot ion, bots, noture photogrophy, hiking ond much more. Closses wil l  be interactive
and mostly outdoors. Mony closses wil l  include l ive onimols, f  ield tr ips, ond toke-home
moteriol. Prof essionol biologisis wil l  be ovoiloble to onswer your wildl i f  e-relatea guestions.
Exhibitors from o wide voriety of nofure ond outdoor orgonizotions wil lolso be rn
ottendsnce.

Pre-registrotion i f  received by June tz,zooL is gz5lfomily, glo/odults, ond $5/children 7
to i2 yeors old. Registrotionofter June!?,2001ond on event doy is $4Olfomily,
$i5lsdults, $8/children 7 to 1? yeors old. Children 6 ond under arefreeregordiass of
negistrotion deadline. Registrotion covers the entire weekend. For more informotion see
our web poge ot www.dgif.state.va.us or cal l  (804) 367-8999.

co,t^E OUT AND 67r W:iLD FoR WILDUtFEttt

Sponsored bv the
l/irginia Department of Gante and Inland Fisheries
Wildlife Diversity Division
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE VIRGINIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Members of the Virginia Herpetological Society are invited to join the Virginia Natural History Society (\INHS).
This society was formed n 1992 to bring together persons interested in the natural history of Virginia; its goals are
to promote research on the natural history of Virginia, educate the citizens of the Commonwealth on natural history
topics, and to encouragetJ;,e conservation ofnatural resources. Annual dues are $15.00 (per calendar year), library
subscriptions are $30.00; checks should be made payabie to the Virginia Natural History Society and sent to: Anne
C. Lund, V|{HS Secretary/Treasurer, Departrnent of Biology, Hampden-Sydney Coliege, Hampden-Sydney,
Virginia 23943. Members of the \D{HS receive two issues of the peer-reviewed journal Banisteria each year. Back
issues of .Banisteria are also available for saie. The 16 issues of Eanisteiapublished through 2000 have contained
more than 1,000 printed pages concerning the flora and fauna of Virginia, including 26 papers (see full list of titles
below) concerning the amphibians and reptiles native to the state. The current co-editors of Banisteria are Joe
Mitchell and Steve Roble. For more information about the \AiHS, including the tities of other published papers,
visit this website: http://fwie.fw.r't.edu/vnhs/ .

Herpetolo gical p apers publish ed in B un iste ri a (1992-2000) :

lnvertebrate prey of Bufo woodhousii fowleri (Anvra: Bufonidae) from a Virginia barrier island

Trmber rattlesnakes (Crotalus horridus) in Prince William Forest Park: released captives or native popuiation?

Male combat in copperheads (Agkistrodon contortrixl from northem Virginia

Eastern tiger saiamander (Ambysnsma tigrinum tigrinuml rediscovered in York Countv, Virginia

Ari un'rsually coiored northern water snake (Nerodia sipedon sipedon) from Giles Couag " Virginia

Abnormal coloration in a common snappurg turtle (Chebdra serpentina serpentina) from Virginia

Natural history notes on fts amphibians of a recentil' extirpated suburban wetland in centrai Virginia

Tnjun' of a northern g'a,tersnake {Nerod;.a sipedon sipedon) il a morntain stream during ser,ere flc,oding

Another case of aibinism in a black rat snake (Elaphe obsoieta obsoleta) from Vugrnia

Records of anurans from Greensville County, Virginia

\\rinter records for the snappin_s tartle, Chelydra serpenrina in \ir-einia

Predation of marbled salamander (Ambystoma opacum fGravenhorst]) eggs by the milliped (Uroblaniulus jerseyi)

Ecological notes on the amphibians and reptiles of the \aval Surface Warfare Center, Dahlgren Laboratory, King

George County. \iirginia

Juvenile green ilrtles (Chelonia mydas) stranded b1' coid rn the Chesapeake Bay

Annotated checkiist of the amphibians and reptiles of Fon A. P. Hil| \/uginia and viciniq'

Notes on the distribution and ecology of some amphibians and reptiles in southeastem Vir_ginia

Obsen-adons on nesring b1' a fence lizard, Scelopons tuiciulails hyacinthinus. in \zirginia

A neu technique to monitor lan'al and juvenile salamanders in stream habitats

Ampiribians and repriles of the Shenandoah Valle)' srnkhoie pond system in \ru-glnia

Sueamside salamanders in an acidic Blue Ridge Mountain s[eam: histonca] comparisons and relarive abundance

Amphibian diversrq' in three montane streams with different levels of acidiq', Shenandoah National Park, Virginia

Distribution of the du'arf n'aterdog (Necturus punuarus) in Virginia, u'ith comments on collecting techniques

lr'lass nrortaliw of red-spotted newts (Notophthalmus viririescens) on a cenmi Virguria road

Aggregations of red-spotted nel'ts (Notophthalmus lirjdescens) in the Shenandoah \,'alle)' of \,'irginia

Notes on amphibians and reptiles in riparian and upland habitats on Fort A. P. Hill, Virginia

Amphibian and reptile diversiqv of a threatened natural area in central \lirginia
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Wood Fro

Photo Credit: John White; htp :f www.erols.mm/reptiles/

Sfotus: Nongome - Protected

Chorocteristics

This medium-sized frog is qlso known qs the "frog with the robber's mosk,"
describing the blqck streqk on both sides of the heqd thot extends from the
snout, through the eye, towords the neck. Adult wood frogs ore 34-6A mm long;
femoles ore slightly lorger thon moles. Dorsol color ronges from o light reddish-
brown or coPPer color to vorious shodes of pink ond brown. Ventrol color is white
with o dork bor on the upper orm. Wood frogs hove long legs, striped with
crossbons.

Hobitat ond Food

Wood frogs occupy moist, wooded oreqs snd eqt beetles, f l ies, qnd other insects.
They hibernote in logs, stumps, woody debris, under stones, or under other objects
neor the woods. Wood frogs use leof litter in smoll ponds ond ephemerol pools for
breedinq si tes.
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Distribution

North American distribution includes Wisconsin ond ports of Minnesoto south to
Arkonsos, Tennessee, and northern South Conolina, through the Appalochions to
southeastern Cqnodo. fn Virginio, wood frogs ore primorily found in mountqin
counties f rom the Blue Ridge west qnd in o few northern Coostol Plqin counties.
Piedmont distribution is sporse, qnd no records hove been reported f or the
southcentrol to southeostern ports of the stote.

Reproduction

One of the earliest species to oppeor in the spring, mole wood f rogs start singing in

February qnd Morch to ottrsct f emoles, oftenbef ore oquotic breeding sites thow
completely. Moles moke o short, snoppy, hoqrse, clocking sound, much like o duck
guocking. Known os explosive breeders, wood f rogs msss breed in ephemerol pools
or ponds, ond femoles loy up to 3,000 eggs all in o couple of doys. Egg masses are
qttoched to grosses, weed stolks, or woody debris. After breeding, adults disperse
qwcy from woter. Survivol of young is estimated qt 4%. Tadpoles ore deep olive in

color ond metomorphose in 44-85 doys.

References
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Literature Review
The purpose of this colurnn is to inform members of recentherpeniogical research pertinent to Virginia or of special inter.est to the
society's membership. Papers or notes from professionaljournals, neo books, "gny literar,re" reporu, and popular magazne artrcles
are acceptable for inclusion. Members arc acouraged to send recenril pirblished items of interesito the ediior. Submissions wilj be
accepted to the approval ofthe ediror.
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