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In a recen t is s u e  of th e  
V irg in ia  H erp eto lo g ica l 
S o c ie ty  3ULLETIN, four  
typ es o f t u r t le s  were l i s ­
ted  as "expected" in  Rock­
bridge County and the  
p r o b a b ility  o f one otheir 
sp e c ie s  being p resen t ' in  
the county i s  proposed. 
The expected r e p t i l e s  in ­
clude :

Common Snapping T u rtle  
Stinkpot (Musk T u r tle )  
E astern  Box T u rtle  and 
Midland Painted  T u rtle

Chelydra _s. serp en tin a  
Sternothaerus odoratus  
Terrapene £ .  C arolina  
Chrysemys p^ marginata

The s p e c ie s  reported  to  
be "probably" p resen t i s  
th e Bog T u r tle , ( Clemmys 
muhlenberg i ) . The VHSB r e ­
ported th at th ere  were no 
(p reserved ) records of 
any o f th ese  sp e c ie s  from 
the County o f ROCKBRIDGE.

COLLECTING NOTES FOR
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY,VA.

TURTLES (I )
I t  i s  the purpose of th is  
paper to  c la r i f y  and docu­
ment the occurrence o f 
some o f th ese  r e p t i l e s  in  
ROCKBRIDGE County, Va.

Four sp e c ie s  of tu r t le s  
were c o l le c te d  and id e n t i ­
f ie d  in  th is  survey; They 

.in c lu d ed  the Common Snap­
ping T u rtle , th e  S tin k p ot, 
E astern  Box,and E. Painted  
t u r t l e s .  The f i r s t  th ree  
were extrem ely abundant 
in  appropriate h a b ita t  
throughout th e .:  county. 
E astern  Painted T u rtle s  
were obtained from a pond. 
Big S p rin gs, about 6 mi.W 
o f L exington, V a, on U .S . 
Route No. 60, and \  m ile  
N. on county road #631 
and abu-idant on ly  at th at  
lo c a t io n .

. . f t . . f /

In a l l  f i e l d  t r ip s ,  no 
specim ens of the Bog Tur­
t l e s  (Clemmys muhlenbergi )

See VHSB #57-58 , (1 9 6 8 ).

March -  Hay 1970 
(m ailed in  June)

or the midland painted  
t u r t le  (Chrysemys pic t a  
m arginata) were observed  
in  th is  county. The t o t a l  
absence o f th ese  sp e c ie s  
i s  somewhat su r p r is in g . 
These sp e c ie s  are: (a)
e ith e r  ab sen t, or , (b) 
presen t in  such sm all num­
bers during the summer 
th a t they were t o t a l ly  
m issed by the survey. A ll  
t u r t le s  were id e n t if ie d  
w ith  the aid o f C onant's 
"A F ie ld  Guide to  the  
R e p tile s  and Amphibians," 
Houghton M iff l in , Boston, 
1958.
R ep resen ta tive  specimens 

were preserved and placed  
in  the museum of Washing­
ton and Lee U n iv e r s ity ,  
Lexington, V ir g in ia .

C harles T. Garten
C. H. Kern, and
J .  A. Geason
Undergraduate A s s is t ­

a n ts , Washington and Lee 
U n iv e r s ity , L exington,V a.

ADDITIONAL COLLECTING NOTES FROM CAROLINE COUNTY,VA.

Black Rat Snake 4 /2 9 /6 9Common Snapping T u rtle  
(Chelydra serp en tin a ) 6"

Northern Fence Lizard  
(Sceloporus undulatus  
hy a c in th in u s) 4 /1 2 /6 9

Rough Green Snake 4 /1 9 /6 9  
(Opheodrys a e s t iv u s )

E astern Worm Snake 4 /2 0 /9  
(Carphophis a_. amoenus)

E. Painted T u rtle  4 /2 7 /6 9

(Elaphe o . o b so le ta )

E astern  Garter S . 5 /3 /6 9  
(Thamnophis s . s i r t a l i s )

E astern  King Snake 5 /4 /6 9  
(L. g e tu lu s )  PRESERVED by 
Mrs. D .B r i t t le ;  G i le ’ s Pd. 
Co. R t// 630, C aroline Co.

Northern Copperhead 5 /28  
(Agk istrod on  c . mokasen) 
Rappahannock Academy,Va.

1 K i r  T nVi -n D o n  n o o  P  t- A 1 *n

(S in ce  VHSB #60 pp. 3 -6 (1969)

Corn Snake (Elaphe g_;_ 
gu t ta ta ) PRESERVED 5 /2 3 /6 9  
County record c o l le c te d  by 
Pat B lanton, Ruther Glen, 
V a., near X-rds C o.652-654.

Northern Black Racer 9 /1 6 /  
6 7 / (Coluber £ .  co n str ic to r) 
PRESERVED; S. P ow ell, c o l l .  
Bowling Green, V a,, 2 juv . 
and a d u lt:  S. B a ll ,  Port 
R oyal, Va. County record .

C ourtesy of Mrs. B r i t t l e ,
*nna  R - i n l r n c r v  A r * t ' c  .
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SALT MARSHES AND THE SEA' 
SHORE'S BARRIER ISLANDS:

A p ril -  May 1970 (6 /7 0 )

Dr. John and Mrs. M ildred 
T eal have w r itte n  a book 
on th e long (Newfoundland 
to  F lo r id a ) narrow ribbon  
o f lo w -ly in g  and brack ish  
t id a l  marshes o f th e  ea st  
coast o f North America. 
They d escr ib e  i t  lo v in g ly  
as a d e f in i t e  but e lu s iv e  
border, now hidden, now 
exposed, as the A tla n t ic  
Ocean's t id e s  f lu c tu a te .

Their book p rov id es great  
d e t a i l  on the h is to r y  of 
the A tla n tic  s a l t  m arshes, 
th e ir  p la n ts  and an im als. 
These t id a l  w etlands are 
faced  w ith  e x t in c t io n ,  ac­
cording to  the T e a ls , un­
le s s  the dredging, d ra in ­
in g , and f i l l i n g - i n  for  
new co n stru ctio n  i s  h a l t ­
ed . The w r ite r s '  c lo s in g  
sen tence i s  a p lea  fo r  an 
ea r ly  r e c o g n itio n  o f r e a l  
w etland v a lu e s :  "The maxi- 
mum valu e o f th e  marshes 
to  the country i s  as 
marshes, and u n le ss  t h is  
va lu e  i s  r e a liz e d  and ac­
t io n  taken soon to  save 
them the rem aining marshes 
w i l l  q u ick ly  d isap pear."

"LIFE AND DEATH OF THE 
SALT MARSH" John and M il­
dred T ea l, 273 pages t e x t .  
L i t t l e ,  Brown — A tla n t ic  
Monthly P re ss . $7 .95  . . .

+  -!- +  -!- +  +  +
The theme of the book 
brin gs to  mind e f f o r t s  to  
save the s o -c a lle d  bar­
r ie r  is la n d s  south o f the  
A ssateague N at'1 Seashore.

The Nature Conservancy, 
1522 I< St.,NW , W ashington, 
D.C. 20005, i s  try in g  to  
save th e b a rr ier  is la n d s .

Mr. Thomas W. Richards , 
p resid en t o f The Nature 
Conservancy, has obtained  
an op tion  to  purchase one 
of th e is la n d s  south o f  
A ssateague I s la n d , Md./Va. 
The op tion  i s  fo r  850 
acres of ocean fro n t and 
marsh im m ediately w est o f  
an area form erly known as 
Ship Shoal I s la n d . *Mr. T. 
W. R ichards, a VHS member, 
r e s id e s  in  A rlin g to n , Va.

The Nature Conservancy 
played a major r o le  in  
saving the Mason's Neck 
area in  NE V a ., from r e a l  
e s ta te  developm ent. The 
V irg in ia  Chapter o f the  
Nature Conservancy has un­
dertaken a s p e c ia l  pro­
j e c t  to  save the b a rr ier  
is la n d s  between Chinco- 
tea g u e ,V a ., and the mouth 
of Chesapeake Bay " fo r  
a w i ld l i f e  refu ge  and fo r  
p o ss ib le  ex ten sio n  of the  
n a tio n a l seashore park.

V ir g in ia  Chapter le a d e rs:  
Dr. Robert J .  Watson, Mrs. 
James L. Sundquist, and 
Mrs. Herbert M. Church.

(Dr. Watson, chairman o f  
The VIRGINIA CHAPTER, TNC, 
i s  a ch arter VHS member 
l iv in g  in  A rlin g to n , Va. 
See h is  l e t t e r  in  the VHS 
"Communications" column.)

The b arrier  is la n d s  p lay  
a leading r o le  in  p r o te c t ­
ing * the marshlands and 
the shore mainland from 
ocean storm s. R esid en ts  
o f ACCOMACK and NORTHAMP­
TON co u n ties  have watched 
the is la n d s  w ith  great  
concern s in ce  development 
companies have eyed th ese  
o ffsh o r e  areas as having  
co n stru ctio n  p o te n t ia l .

The V irg in ia  I n s t i t u t e  of 
Marine S cien ces (VIMS) at 
G loucester P o in t, V a., i s  
attem pting to  determ ine 
the exact erosion  r a te  o f  
each of the b a rr ier  i s l e s .  
Dr. Robert Byrne, quoted  
by th e A ssocia ted  P ress , 
sa id  the erosion  study i s  
part o f an e x te n s iv e  in ­
v e s t ig a t io n  of the behav­
io r  of t id a l  in l e t s  and 
marsh channels. The s c ie n ­
t i s t  noted th at marsh con­
d it io n s  change when the  
b a rr ier  is la n d s  are a l t e r ­
ed by storm s. "Washovers, 
th at freq u en tly  accompany 
large storm s, may f i l l  in  
marsh channels in  the le e  
of the is la n d s , thus a l ­
te r in g  c ir c u la t io n  o f the  
water in  the channel,"  Dr. 
Byrne sa id , adding: "The
sand lo s s e s  during storms 
could be d ram atica lly  r e ­
duced by b u ild in g  dunes 
im m ediately : behind . the  
beaches by trapping wind­
blown sand. * fit.. * '

( See VHS Communications:) 
"Letters,Com m ents,Ideas"



VHS BULLETIN N o . 6 4 A pril -  May 1970 (6 /7 0 )

They sa id  i t  cou ld n 't be 
done! The chances of 
fin d in g  any new sp e c ie s  
or race o f amphibians, or 
r e p t i l e s ,  in s id e  a w e l l -  
d efin ed  n a tio n a l park was 
rem ote. Y et, the "thunder 
ridge"  or Peaks of O tter  
Salamander (Plethodon r_. 
h u b r ic h t i) d id  ju s t  th a t!  
What were th e chances for  
i t  to  happen again  ? — —
None ? ---- -Wrong a g a in !!
Dr. Richard Highton,
a year or so ago, d e sc r ib ­
ed a new su b sp ec ies  of P. 
richmondi from the cen­
t r a l  d i s t r i c t  of th e  Shen­
andoah N ation a l Park. He 
has a ssign ed  to  i t  the

Quick survey o f c o r n f ie ld  
ponds on C oasta l P la in  in  
Va., was made during the  
January 1970 thaw by your 
VHS BULLETIN e d ito r  Tobey.

The T iger Salamander 
(Ambystoma t_. t i grinum) i s  
y et to  be recorded from a 
s p e c i f ic  lo c a l i t y  in  Va. 
- - -  one we can p in  down.

Probably the la t e s t  record  
in  Northern V ir g in ia  fo r  
the Black Rat Snake Elaphe 
£ . o b s o le ta : A ju v e n ile
specimen turned up in  the  
C ity  o f F a l ls  Church, in  a 
shopping cen ter  s to r e  room 
29 December 1969. I t  was

-  3 -

ANOTHER PLETHODON ?!!

name -  Shenandoah Salaman­
der (P . richmondi Shenan­
doah) . I t  occu rs, under 
strange circum stances, on 
th e n o rth -fa c in g  ta lu s  
s lo p es  (rock s l id e s )  over 
3 ,000  f e e t  in  e le v a t io n .

♦ - * J t
T his animal does look and 
act d if f e r e n t ly  than the  
"normal" red-backed s a la ­
manders. For example, on 
l i f t i n g  a rock where both  
amphibians are concealed  
the red-backed (P . c . c in -  
ereu s) sim ply cu r ls  up. 
The Shenandoah g a llo p s  
in to  nearby cover . These 
Shenandoah Salamanders 
are n early  as a c t iv e  as

TIGER SALAMANDERS IN KING 
GEORGE OR WESTMORELAND CO.?

One specimen in  th e Smith­
sonian I n s t i tu t io n  (USNM) 
i s  sim ply recorded "from 
V irg in ia"  w ithout lo c a l ­
i t y  data of any k ind . In  
past y ea rs , "TASK FORCE 
TIGER" was organized fo r  
m eeting t h is  ch a lle n g e . 
However, few peop le w ish  
to  brave the "x̂ arm" ra in s  
of January and February.

SHORT TAIL_0F A BLACK RAT

brought in , a l iv e  to  the  
U .S . N ation a l Museum but 
died 4 January 1970. I t  
was preserved and p la c ­
ed in  th e N ation a l C o lle c ­
t io n ;  USNM# 167,236

USNM R.G.Tuck

a T h ree-lin ed  Salamander 
(Eurycea longicauda g u tto -  
l in e a ta )  x^hich i s  b e l ie v ­
ed to  be the most a c t iv e  
salamander in  the s t a t e .

The Shenandoah Salamander. Vr'N, , ' , *• \
has two co lor  phases -  to  
add to  the confusion ; non- 
s tr ip e d  and str ip ed !

We may only wonder hox* 
many more Plethodons lurk  
out the* e w a it in g . .  . . .

>»- i ;&

W illiam  L. Witt,VHS 
1412 P atrick  Henry 
Dr. (Apt. 121) 
A rlin g to n , Va. 22205

’ r • ■ 'j -rf i unv . J
VHS xtfould ap p reciate word 
of temporary ponds ( la r g e  
puddles which p e r s is t  in ­
to  ea r ly  sp rin g) on the 
C oasta l P la in . Westmore­
land and King George C o.s 
were searched because the

-> , . - f y  - . . • •
T iger has been found, h is -  
t o r i c a l ly ,  on the C oasta l 
P la in  in  Maryland, ju s t  
across the R t.#301 b rid ge .

The immature Black Rat i s  
o fte n  m istaken for  other  
v a r ie t ie s  of snakes. Some­
tim es taken for  a baby of 
th e poisonous copperhead, 
i t  i s  k i l l e d  on the sp o t. 
The average person i s  not 
aware th a t ju v e n ile  black  
snakes are "spotted" . . .3
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LETTERS, COMMENTS, AND IDEAS:

SAVING THE BARRIER ISLES 
( see page two )

"The news th at the VHS i s  
in te r e s te d  in  saving  the  
w etlands i s  most welcome. 
. . .  The Va. Chapter, The 
Nature Conservancy, i s  
now engaged in  r a is in g  a 
fund of $20 ,000  to  e s ta b ­
l i s h  a 'C oasta l R eserve' 
in  the s t a t e .  ...TNC dues 
payments ($5 , regu lar  mem­
b ersh ip ; $ 10, s u s ta in in g ;)  
should be sent to  the "K" 
S tree t  address. TNC mem­
bers l iv in g  in  V ir g in ia  
are a u to m a tica lly  members 
of the V ir g in ia  Chapter 
and w i l l  r e c e iv e  n o t ic e s  
of chapter m eetings and 
other a c t i v i t i e s .  . . .

C ontributions to  the TNC 
C oasta l R eserve p r o je c t  
in  any amount, la rg e  or 
sm all, would be most w el­
come from VHS members. . .
. As a member o f th e  Va. 
H erp eto lo g ica l S o c ie ty , I 
agree w ith  you th a t such 
an o rg a n iza tio n , made up 
of a r e la t iv e ly  sm all num­
ber o f p r o fe s s io n a ls  and 
ser io u s  amateurs of th is  
branch of zo o lo g y , should  
not d is s ip a t e  its stren g th  
by try in g  to  engage in  e f ­
fo r t s  of i t s  own............

I t  i s  im portant, however, 
to  encourage members to  
lend th e ir  s tren g th  to  
other o rg a n iza tio n s which  
are equipped to  undertake 
such e f f o r t s ,  and I  am 
glad  that you propose to  
do t h i s .  One can assume, 
a ls o , th a t members w i l l

r e a l iz e  the importance of 
a c tin g  as in d iv id u a ls  to  
le t  th e ir  l e g i s la t iv e  rep ­
r e s e n ta t iv e s  know th e ir  
op in ions on (thes^) issues'.'

(D r.) ^Robert J .  Watson 
2636 Marcey Road 
A rlington ,V a . 
22207; . *; * * T « ' •

+ + + + + + + *!• + +

VHS had a great response  
to  a June 1969 m ailin g  of 

•"The T u rtle s  o f V irg in ia"  
(VHS BULLETIN Nos. 5 7 -5 8 ) .  
The t o t a l  m ailing  was as 
fo l lo w s :

: \  j : ?- 'U
V irg in ia  High School 

B iology Teachers . . 152

New VHS Members . . .  30

V a .C o lieg e /U n iv ers ity  
B iology Departm ents. 33

Camp and Park 
N a tu r a lis ts  . . . .  35
# ■; : *, *.» . \f

T o t a l : ...............................250

The retu rn  " safe  a rr iv a ls"  
m ailed back to  the VHS 
S ecretary  requested  added 
in form ation  on VHS, a p p li­
c a t io n s , or o therw ise in ­
d ica ted  in t e r e s t .  FJT

+  +  +  +  +  + . + . + _

SEND COMMUNICATIONS TO:

E d ito r , VHS BULLETIN 
4706 T a lla h a ssee  Avenue 
R o c k v ille , Md. 20853

'• 4 -

", . . As a student at 
Harapden-Sydney C o lleg e  I ,  
have not had much tim e 
to  c o l l e c t ,  but I  plan  
to  g e t out some • th is  
sp r in g . I  have worked 
se v e r a l years in  h erp eto ­
logy  a t Duke <, U n iv ers ity  
in  my home town (Durham, 
N .C .) under Dr. Joseph R. 
B a iley  and se v e r a l o f h is  
graduate s tu d en ts . Most 
of ray c o l le c t io n  i s  now 
th e r e . Dr. B a iley  f i r s t  
in te r e s te d  me in  VHS and 
I am sorry I have w aited  
so long to  apply fo r  mem­
b ersh ip . I w i l l  tr y  to  
make up fo r  i t  : in  the  
fu tu r e . " S in c e r e ly ,

* C harles L lew ellyn  
Box 258, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va. 23943

VHSB i s  a n ew sle tte r  on 
V irg in ian  h erp eto lo g y . I t  
should not be c ite d  in  
th e te c h n ic a l or s c i e n t i ­
f i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  The VHSB 
does not pretend to  be "a 
p r o fe s s io n a l jo u rn a l'.1 I t  
i s  n o t. Appearance o f an 
item  in  the VHS B u lle t in  
does not c o n s t itu te  f i r s t  
p u b lic a tio n  s in c e  th e VHS 
readersh ip  i s  too sm all 
to  render i t  more than 
a "personal communication'.'

SEND DUES PAYMENTS TO:

Dr. Phoebe H. K n ip ling , 
VHS T reasurer,
2623 M ilita ry  Road 
A rlin g to n , Va. 22207
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VPI PRESERVED COLLECTION:-

VHS has rec e iv ed  the VPI 
B io logy  Departm ent's data  
on p reserved  amphibians 
and r e p t i l e s . The record­
ed specim ens are now p o s t ­
ed on the VHS maps (No.22) 
and the n otes are on f i l e  
by VPI ca ta logu e number.

As new m a ter ia l i s  added 
to  th e VPI c o l le c t io n ,  we 
w i l l  be a le r te d  by Dr.R.D. 
Ross or one o f  h is  s tu ­
dents . Thanks are due Dr. 
R oss, M ichael C lif fo r d ,  
and Brian C raig, VPI-VHS.

Other VHS members on the  
VPI campus may w ish to  o f ­
f e r  t h e ir  a s s is ta n c e ;  add­
ing  t h e ir  specim ens to  
the growing c o l l e c t io n .

Dr. Ross w r ite s :  "I s h a l l  
continue to  send you a d d i­
t io n a l  record s, as th ey  
come in  to  u s , on 3 "X5 " 
c a r d s . . . .  I  have the  
specim ens (a t V P l)for  a l l  
records now in  your hands. 
The records are a ls o  p re ­
served  here on the data  
sh ee t on which I l i s t  a n i ­
mals taken on f i e l d  t r i p s . 
M(y c o l le c t io n  number thus 
i s  th e  index to  anyth ing  
in  the (VPl) c o l l e c t io n .  
Each b o t t le  has a c o l l e c ­
t io n  number in  i t  a long  
w ith  th e  name o f  th e  a n i­
mal. Thus one can go from 
the specim en to  the c o l ­
le c t io n  sh e e ts  (now b eg in ­
ning volume 24) fo r  data  
on the anim al in  question!'

COLLECTING NOTES FROM 
NANSEMOND -*■ NORFOLK CO. 
LINE; LAKE DRUMMOND

A group o f  Sm ithsonian  
I n s t i tu t io n  s t a f f ,  from 
th e D iv is io n  o f  Mammals, 
made a t r ip  in to  Lake 
Drummond in  the Great D is ­
mal Swamp on l 6 May 1970> 
b rin g in g  back some l i v e  
specim ens fo r  the US Nat­
io n a l Museum's D iv is io n a f  
R e p tile s  and Amphibians.

A ll  specim ens were c o l l e c ­
te d  a t  th e  north end o f  
Lake Drummond near the in ­
te r s e c t io n  o f  the Jer ich o  
and Washington C anals, on 
th e NANSEMOND-NORFOLK Co. 
l i n e .  C o llec ted  were:

Red-backed Salamanders (4) 
(Plethodon £ .  c in e r e u s ) 
taken a l iv e  by Dr. Ronald 
H. Pine; Ground Skink 
(S c in c e lla  l a t e r a l i s )(was 
form erly  Lygosoma la te r a ls ) 
one specim en taken a l iv e  - 
by Dr. Pine on 16 May ,rJ0. 
S c a r le t  King Snake (L .t r i - 
angulum e la p s o id e s ) ? ? ? 
c o l le c t e d  a l iv e  on 17 May 
'70 by Miss Kay C. F e r r is .

Rough Green Snake (Qpheo- 
drys a e s t iv u s ) c o l le c t e d  
D. 0 . R. by D r. Richard W. 
T horington, l 6 May 1970, 
p reserved  as USNM #167400.

PRESERVED AND CATALOGUED 
SPECIMENS WILL BE PLACED 
ON THE VHS DISTRIBUTION- 
MAPS (See VHS B#6l  p p .1 -2 )

A p r il - May 1970 (6/ 70)

ADDITIONAL COLLECTING NOTES

Dr. Ronald H. Pine sa id  
the group saw or heard  
a number o f  o th er sp e c ie s  
in  th e Great Dismal Swamp. 
Among th ese  were:
B u llfro g s  (Rana c a te s b e i- 
ana) heard;. Green Frogs 
(Rana clam itans m elanota) 

heard; Toad (Bufo s p .)  
Common Snapping T urtle  
(Chelydra £ .  ser p e n tin a ); ■ 
Musk T u rtle s  (s tern o th a er - 
us od ora tu s); Copperhead 
TAgk istrod on  c . mokasen X 
c o n to r tr ix ); and s e v e r a l  
S k in k s: (Eumeces s sp }  some 
o f  which were probablythe  
Broad-Headed Skink (E .l a t - 
ic e p s ) .  A ll  th ese  s p e c i ­
mens caught were r e le a se d .

. Ithrough^RGT^

NOTE: UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE 
ZOOLOGY, BIOLOGY, SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENTS _AND__' FACULTY

Beginning in  19^7^ th e US 
N ation a l Museum, D iv is io n  
o f  R e p tile s  and Amphibians, 
has acknowledged donations 
o f  preserved  m a ter ia l c o l ­
le c te d  in  V a., through the  
VHS BULLETIN'S p a g es . Now, 
ple a se  co n sid er  t h i s :

Those in te r e s te d  in  the *' • . - ( I L
s t a t e  herpetofauna would 
f in d  t h is  a welcome quick  
referen ce  on recen t c o l ­
le c t in g  in form ation . Your 
data belong here to o .  I f  
you send data r e g u la r ly — 
we can keep up w ith  the  
accounts and keep current 
VHS DISTRIBUTION MAPS.
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May 1970 (m ailed 6/7 0 )

A reg io n a l m eeting was 
h eld  in  Bedford, V a., on 
16 May 1970- A combina­
t io n  o f  bad w eather and 
sh ort n o t ic e  cu t in to  th e  
VHS a tten d an ce . Members 
and fr ie n d s  who a tten d ed  
were not d isa p p o in ted .

The May m eeting was h eld  
a t  L ib erty  High School in  
Bedford w ith  2b a tte n d in g .  
On the program were: Mrs.
J .J .  Thaxton, Chairman o f  
the L ib erty  High S cience  
D ep't; Mrs. N&rgaret (Pat) 
Duncan o f  the S cien ce f a c ­
u lty  and Junior Science  
Club sponsor; Dr. Richard 
L. Hoffman o f  Radford C ol- 
le g e 's  B io logy  Dep't;' Dr. 
Robert D. R oss, B io logy  
D ep 't, VPI, B lacksburg,V a, 
and Mr. Franklin  J . Tobey, 
the VHS B u lle t in  e d it o r .

oa . .
v; r:T r •• : \l(  .

REGIONAL VHS MEETING IN MAY

Mrs. Thaxton welcomed the  
group and spoke o f  the  
many sc ie n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  
a t  L ib erty  High S ch oo l. 
(She had j u s t  returned  
from th e In te r n a tio n a l  
Science F a ir  in  B altim ore)  
She in troduced  o f f ic e r s  
o f  th e L ib erty  High Sen­
io r  Science Club which 
sponsored th e VHS m eeting .

Mrs. Pat Duncan, L ib erty  
High B io logy  Teacher and 
candidate fo r  an M.S. d e­
gree a t  Radford C o lleg e , 
gave a s l id e  ta lk  on her 
p r o je c t  in  herpetology: 
"A Study o f  the N oting  
Season o f  the S ea l S a la ­
mander." Dr. Hoffman
spoke o f  the importance 
o f  Mrs. Duncan's p r o je c t ,  
i t s  p io n eer in g  nature and 
the f a c t  th a t o n ly  one

oth er  person had w r itte n  
d e f in i t iv e ly  on the t o p ic . 
His p resen ta tio n  was very  
encouraging, not ju s t  fo r  
Mrs. Duncan, but th e way 
i t  underscored VHS g o a ls .

Dr. Robert D. R oss, VPI 
B iology  P ro fe sso r , spoke 
o f the growing VPI c o l l e c ­
t io n  o f  preserved  s p e c i­
mens and acknowledged the  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  stu d en ts a t  
VPI who are VHS members. 
Two in  th e audience were: 
Mr. M ichael C lif fo r d  o f  
Portsmouth, and Mr. Brian  
Craig o f  B ed ford .(See p .5 ) .

VHS would l ik e  to  thank 
Mrs. Thaxton, the L ib erty  
High School S cience Clubs, 
and Mr. C o ste llo  M. Craig  
o f  Bedford, and a l l  who 
attended  th e VHS m eeting.

2b OCTOBER 1970 MEETING
o f SOUTHWESTERN VHS MEMBERS AT 
ROANOKE COLLEGE, SALEM, VA.

VHS:

Dr.Gene G r u b itz ,I I I , P ro f­
e s so r  o f  B io logy , Roanoke 
C o lle g e , Salem ,Va. , has 'in ­
v it e d  the VHS members to  
meet a t  Roanoke C o lle g e , 
on Saturday, 2b October 
1970 in  th e f i r s t  o f  what, 
we hope, may be a s e r ie s  
o f  c o l le g e  or  u n iv e r s ity -  
a f f i l i a t e d  g e t - to g e th e r s  
on h erp eto logy  problem s- -  
in  V ir g in ia . I t  i s
our w ish to  have a c lo s e  
t i e  w ith  th e se  departments 
and in d iv id u a ls . Thus a 
broader base fo r  the Va. 
H erp eto lo g ica l Survey and 
r e la te d  a c t i v i t i e s  in  the  
years ahead. We seek  th e  
ad v ice  and guidance o f  
th ese  b io lo g i s t s  and zoo­
lo g i s t s  to  improve VHS.

"I herew ith  o f f e r  the f a c ­
i l i t i e s  o f  the B io logy  De­
partment o f  Roanoke C ol­
le g e  fo r  a reg io n a l m eet­
in g  o f  VHS t h is  fa ll .O u r  
new L ife  S cien ce b u ild in g  
i s  scheduled fo r  com plet­
io n  1 September, however, 
i t  would not be sa fe  to  
depend upon th e se  f a c i l i ­
t i e s  p r io r  to  e a r ly  Octo­
b er . Our new f a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  be more than ade­
quate in  terms o f  phys­

i c a l  space fo r  ta lk s  and 
d isp la y s  and p r o je c t io n  
equipm ent. A lso , our l o ­
c a t io n  i s  c e n tr a l w ith in  
•the . Blacksburg - Radford- 
Salem - Roanoke-- Bedford- 
Lynchburg a rea . Local a c ­
commodations are e x c e l le n t  
fo r  such a m eeting and are 
not overpowered by o th er  
even ts a t  the C o lle g e ."

(Dr.)  *Gene G-rubitz, I I I  
A ss is ta n t  P ro fessor  
o f  B io logy , Roanoke 
C o lle g e , Salem, Va.
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THE VHS BULLETIN WELCOMES 
CONTRIBUTIONS

VHSB seek s co n tr ib u tio n s  
o f  item s on the V irg in ia n  
herpetofauna or anything  
r e la te d  to ,  or  a f f e c t in g  
V irg in ian  h erp eto logy  and 
sp e c ie s  in d igen ou s to  Va.

We would p u b lish  synopses 
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  papers from  
the p r o fe s s io n a l jo u rn a ls:  
COPEIA, HERPETOLOGICA and 
JOURNAL o f  HERPETOLOGY,if 
the item  has a bearing  up­
on V irg in ian  h erp eto lo g y .

VHS authors who are to  be 
published  in  a s c i e n t i f i c  
jou rn a l are encouraged to 
submit a syn o p sis  o f  the  
paper fo r  mention in  VHSB. 
The item  w i l l  be tim ed to  
appear sh o r t ly  a f te r  the  
p u b lic a tio n  i s  a v a ila b le  
and, upon n o t i f ic a t io n  by 
the author th a t i t  has in  
f a c t  been p u b lish ed . Name 
o f  jo u rn a l, d a te , V o l. No. 
pages, should accompany 
n o t if ic a t io n  fo r  c i t a t io n .

VHS BULLETIN’S purpose i s  
to  acquaint V irginians;, in ­
te r e s te d  in  h erp eto lo g y  
w ith  r e s u lt s  o f  s tu d ie s  
made in  th e S ta te  or in  
the bordering co u n tie s  o f  
contiguous S ta te s .

Your su g g estio n s  welcomei

Content: Should be o f  in ­
t e r e s t  to  u n iv e r s ity  and 
high sch oo l f a c u lty  and 
th e ir  stu d en ts as w e ll  as 
oth ers  who are in te r e s te d .  
Improved understanding o f  
V a.herpetofauna, nature & 
h a b its , eco lo g y  & b io lo g y  
should be the r e s u l t .

A ll item s should be b r ie f  
and reasonably understand­
able to  th e n o n - s c ie n t is t .

I f  th e  author, or t y p is t s ,  
w ish to  type the a r t i c l e s  
in  th e  3 -column format
each 25 ch a racters w ide, 
i t  w i l l  g r e a t ly  reduce 
prep aration  time fo r  VHSB.

E d it in g: We w i l l  endeavor 
to p reserve in d iv id u a l ity  
in  s t y le  and o r g a n iz a tio n . 
However, wordy item s w i l l  
be cu t to  conserve sp a ce . 
B efore you s t a r t  w r it in g  
look over a few  recen t i s ­
sues o f  VHS BULLETIN. . .

A r t ic l e s : VHSB i s  beamed
to a gen era l but educated  
au d ien ce. Jargon and rare  
te c h n ic a l terms should be 
e ith e r :  (a )  avoided , or
(b )  tr a n s la te d  in  a b r ie f  
p a r e n th e t ic a l l i n e ; e . g . , 
sten o h a lin e  » (u n ifo rm ity  
o f  s a l in i t y ,  or a la ck  o f  
v a r ia t io n  in  such l e v e l s ) .

*_VHS _ c ir c u la t io n  i s  roughly
• as fo llo w s:

• M em bers*............................. 279
• 1 . C ollege b io lo g i s t s  I4.O
• 2 . C p .& P k.naturalists 51
• 3 . High School b io lo g y
• tea ch ers  ( in  V a .) 150
• U .S cou ters, R e p tile
• Study MB C ounselors 50
•

* I l lu s t r a t io n s : We reg re t
* th a t  l in e  c u ts , b lack  and
* w hite h a lf to n e s , p h otos,
* cannot be used in  VHSB ex -
* cep t in  the s p e c ia l  is su e  

and then  l i n e  cu ts  o n ly .

* VHS Budge t : R e g r e tfu lly
we cannot conpensate VHSB 
authors under the p resen t  
f in a n c ia l  l im ita t io n s  im-

" posed by dues and budget.

A r t ic le s  should make a con­
tr ib u t io n  to  knowledge, or 
c l a r i f y  an area which has 
been u n n e cessa r ily  cloudy. 
VHS w i l l  n o t, co n sc io u sly , 
rep ea t erro r  or ’’fo lk lo r e ” 
u n le ss  la b e l le d  as such.

We need your help  in  keep­
in g  a f in g e r  on the true  
p u lse  o f  Va. h erp eto lo g y .

Members may be from any 
o f  the fou r c a te g o r ie s .

VHRR i s a mpjt.tqT nn R o f o T - o n i 'o  +  r> T7UC T3TTT T C'T'TTVT +  <Ti-V, -----4 - U .



VHSB i s  a n e w sle tte r  on 
V irg in ia n  h erp eto lo g y . I t  
should not be c i t e d  in  
the te c h n ic a l or s c i e n t i ­
f i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  The VHSB 
does not pretend  to  be "a 
p r o fe s s io n a l jou rn a l."  I t  
i s  n o t. Appearance o f  an 
item  in  the VHS BULLETIN 
does not c o n s t itu te  f i r s t  
p u b lic a tio n  s in ce  th e VHS 
read ersh ip  i s  too sm all 
to  render i t  more than "a 
p erson a l communication."

R eference to VHS BULLETIN 
in  o th er S ta te  h erp eto lo g -  
i c a l  s o c ie ty  b u l le t in s  or 
n e w sle tte r s  i s  not d i s ­
couraged s in c e  a f i l e  o f  
VHS BULLETINS w i l l  be 
a v a ila b le  to  o f f i c e r s  o f  
th ese  groups on "exchange" 
b a s is .  P lea se  mention in  
any c r e d it  l in e  th a t VHS 
i s  not seek in g  o u t-o f-V a . 
membership. S c ie n t i s t s  
w i l l  be se n t VHS BULLETIN, 
upon w r itte n  req u est, to

the T reasurer on the same 
b a s is  as V irg in ia  members.

L et us know i f  you are en­
gaged in  s tu d ie s  th a t in ­
vo lv e  V irg in ian  s p e c ie s .  
Here i s  a v e h ic le  fo r  
reaching o th ers  who share 
your in t e r e s t  or who are 
seek in g  in form ation  on Va.

A u tom atica lly  your c o r r e s ­
pondence reaches in t e r e s t ­
ed p eop le in  V ir g in ia .


