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THE VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  members and 
f r i e n d s  l i v i n g  in  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lum bia , and 
n e a rb y  M ary land , w i l l  m ee t:

a t  WASHINGTON-LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 I960  1300 N o rth  Q uincy  S t r e e t
7 :3 0  t o  9 ; 30 P.M. A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a

THIS IS YOUR PERSONAL INVITATION TO ATTEND AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS.

We hope to  h av e  a s  s p e a k e r  f o r  t h e  e v e n in g ,  W. L e s l i e  B u rg e r ,  who, 
upon r e t u r n i n g  from  a y e a r ' s  t e a c h i n g  a t  F r a n k l i n  C o l le g e  o f  I n d i a n a ;  
t a k e s  o v e r  t h e  r e i n s  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y .  Les B u rg e r ,  
an  a b l e  h e r p e t o l o g i s t  and  F a c u l t y  member, i s  one o f  o u r  s i x  c o - fo u n d e r s  
who h as  g u id e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  from  i t s  e a r l i e s t  d a y s .

The t o p i c :  "The H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  D i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  S o u th ­
e a s t e r n  and  S o u th w e s te rn  C o m e r s  o f  V i r g i n i a "

ALSO: COLOR SLIDES AND SELECTED SHORT FILM SUBJECTS :

EXHIBIT IN LOBBY: Members a r e  i n v i t e d  to  b r i n g  a w e l l - l a b e l l e d ,  o n e -
cag e  e x h i b i t  o f  h a rm le s s  sp e c im e n s .  T hese  s h o u ld  be  s e t  up  b e f o r e
7 :3 0  P.M. E x h i b i t o r s  p l a n  to  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  by 7 :1 5  P.M.

PUBLIC INVITED - -  The VHS m e e t in g  w i l l  be  th row n open a t  8 :0 0  P.M. 
t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  members o f  t h e  p u b l i c  who c a r e  t o  h e a r  t h e  t a l k s  
a n d  s e e  t h e  c o l o r  s l i d e s  and  f i l ^ i .  M e e tin g  w i l l  c o n c lu d e  by  9 :30  PM.

it a- it -X- it it it it it it it it it it it it

COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED VHS PROGRAM FOR i9 6 0  t o  1961 h av e  b een  coming
i n  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  B u l l e t i n  #  17 was m a i l e d .  We a r e  h o p e fu l  t h a t  t h e  
f a c u l t y  m embers, now f r e e  o f  t h e i r  academ ic  s c h e d u l e s ,  w i l l  have  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  b o th  c r i t i c a l  and  c o n s t r u c t i v e  comment upon t h e  
d r a f t  p ro g ram . I f  you m is s e d  o r  m is p la c e d  B u l l e t i n  No. 17 p l e a s e  l e t  
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  know i t  and  a  f r e s h  copy w i l l  be  m a i le d  to  y o u .

Lee D. S c h m eltz  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  Zoo s t a f f ,  has  s u g g e s te d  s e v e r a l  h e l p ­
f u l  t r a i n i n g  a id s  f o r  p o p u la r  e d u c a t io n  on p o is o n o u s  s n a k e b i t e  a s  c o n ­
t r a s t e d  w i th  n o n -p o is o n o u s  s n a k e b i t e .  T hese  i d e a s  w i l l  be  w r i t t e n  and 
s u b m i t t e d  to  John T h o rn to n  Wood, M .D ., o u r  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  who w i l l  
be  c o n t i n u i n g  as a  member o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  e x e c u t i v e  co m m ittee  i n  t h e  
r o l e  o f  M e d ica l  A d v i s e r .

W il l ia m  J .  K e e le r  has  s e n t  i n  some e x c e l l e n t  th o u g h ts  on s a f e t y  n o te s  
f o r  s t u d e n t  and  n e o p h y te  h e r p e t o l o g i s t s .  B i l l  f e e l s  t h a t  more r e a d i n g  
m a t e r i a l  and  t a l k s  s h o u ld  be  g iv e n  on p r o p e r  and  s a f e  h u n t in g  m ethods 
- -  w i th  s n a k e b i t e  p r e v e n t i o n  as t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  He a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  
CONSERVATION a n g le ,  one w h ich  e n t h u s i a s t i c  h e r p e t o l o g i s t - s t u d e n t s  a r e  
a p t  t o  f o r g e t .  D o n ' t  c o l l e c t  more sp e c im en s  th a n  you n e ed  f o r  s t u d y .  
A lso ,  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h o s e  you k e ep  a r e  k e p t  in  c l e a n ,  d ry  c a g e s .  
FEED THEM WELL, AND IF THEY WON'T EAT — TURN THEM BACK TO THEIR OWN 
NATURAL HABITAT; DO NOT TURN THEM LOOSE IN AN AREA WHERE THEY CANNOT 
HOPE TO SURVIVE, NOR AT A PLACE DISTANT FROM WHERE THEY WERE FOUND'. '.

- I -
OFFICERS OF THE VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY ( E le c t e d  O c t . 1 0 ,1 9 5 9 )

P r e s i d e n t  . . . . . . .  W. L e s l i e  B u rg e r ,S e w a rd  F o r e s t ,  T r i p l e t t , V a .
C h a irm an . . . . . . . .  .O .K . Goodwin, Newport News, W arw ick ,*V a.
C o -c h a irm a n  . . . . . .  .D r .H .G .M .Jo p so n , B r id g e w a te r  C o l l e g e ,  V a.
TREASURER . . . . . . .  .D r .  Phoebe H. K n ip l in g ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  Va.
S e c r e t a r y  . . . . . . .  . F r a n k l i n  Tobey, J r .  R o c k v i l l e ,  Md.

i

M e d ica l  A d v is e r  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  . . .  John  T h o rn to n  Wood, M.D.
B u r k e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a
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MOTES FROM THE FIELD (and  from o u r  S o c i e t y  C o - c h a i r m a n ) :

D r. H a rry  G.M. Jo p s o n ,  V e r t e b r a t e  N a tu r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o f e s s o r  a t  
B r id g e w a te r  C o l le g e ,  B r id g e w a te r ,  V a . ,  - s e n t  in  some e x tre m e ly  i n t e r e s t ­
i n g  n o t e s  w h ich , u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d i d  n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  A p r i l  B u l l e t i n .
He r e l a t e s :  *' „

" M e l t in g  o f  March snow s, fo l lo w e d  by  heavy  show ers and  r i s i n g  
t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  b ro u g h t  o u t  am p h ib ian s  i n  swarms in  t h e  Shenandoah 
V a l l e y  in  l a t e  M arch. The B r id g e w a te r  C o l le g e  g ro u p  w o rk in g  in  
V e r t e b r a t e  N a tu r a l  H i s t o r y  had  a s u c c e s s f u l  f i e l d  t r i p  on t h e  
n i g h t  o f  March 30, 1960. T em porary  ponds n e a r  t h e  campus y i e l d e d  
a c h o ru s  o f  t h e  S p a d e fo o t  Toad (S c a p h io p u s  h .  h o l b r o o k i i ) t h e  e a r -  p  
l i e s t  spaw ning  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  s p e c i e s  l o c a lT y .  Eggs w ere  r e c o v e r ­
ed on March 3 1 s t ,  t a d p o l e s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  o b s e rv e d ,  b u t  none y e t  
n o te d  t r a n s f o r m i n g  as t h i s  was w r i t t e n  (A p r i l  14, 1960) .

"Chorus F ro g s ,  ( P s e u d a c r i s  n i g r i t a  f e r i a r u m ) and S p r i n g  P e e p e rs  
(H yla  c r u c i f e r ) w ere  a l s o  o u t ,  a s  was t h e  P i c k e r e l  F ro g  (Rana p a l u s -  
t r i s ) .  A t r i p  t o  Rawley S p r i n g s ,  w here  sm a l l  w oodland  p o o ls  w ere  
c o l l e c t e d ,  p ro d u c e d  S p o t t e d  S a lam an d e rs  (Ambystoma m acu la tu m ) i n  
num bers . A lso ,  i n  t h e  p o o ls  w ere  spec im en s  o f  J e f f e r s o n ' s  S a l a -  
mander (Ambystoma j e f f e r s o n i a n u m )more o f  t h e s e  b e in g  n o te d  th a n  
ever  se e n  h e re  b e f o r e .  About e i g h t  w ere  s e e n ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e  
two Ambystoma b e in g  a b o u t  2 :1  in  f a v o r  o f  m acu la tu m . Newts w ere  
a l s o  p r e s e n t ,  (D ie m ic ty lu s  v .  v i r i d e s c e n s ) b u t  n o t  num erous.
Most i n t e r e s t i n g  was t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  Ambystoma 
s p e rm a to p h o re s ,  d e p o s i t e d  by e a r l y  a r r i v i n g  m a le s ,  b u t~ o n ly ~ o n e  
egg  m ass .  No c o u r t s h i p  a c t i v i t y  was o b s e rv e d ,  how ever.

Wood F ro g s  (Rana s y l v a t i c a ) w ere  a l s o  in  t h e  p o o l s ,  b u t  had  n o t  
begun sp a w n in g . On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  t h e  Am erican Toad (Bufo t ,  
a m e r ic a n u s ) was ta k e n  c a l l i n g . "

NOTEWORTHY NEV/3N0TES (from  o u r  c l i p p i n g  s e r v i c e  -  f r i e n d s ,  members)

D r .  Roger C o n a n t,  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  and c u r a t o r  o f  r e p t i l e s  a t  
t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Zoo, t e s t i f i e d  r e c e n t l y  b e f o r e  a C o n g r e s s io n a l  s u b ­
co m m ittee  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  p ro p o s e d  n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i n g  
i m p o r t a t i o n  and  s a l e  o f  S o u th  Am erican f l e s h - e a t i n g  f i s h  ( p i r a n h a s )  and  
i n t e r s t a t e  t r a f f i c  i n  p o is o n o u s  s n a k e s .

D r .  C o n a n t,  an h o n o ra ry  member o f  VHS and  a g u i d in g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a p p e a re d  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s io n a l  
g ro u p  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Am erican S o c i e t y  f o r  I c h t h y o l o g i s t s  and  H e r p e t ­
o l o g i s t s  (ASIH) . An a s s o c i a t e .  D r. P h i l i p  S h e ld o n ,  a p p e a r in g  f o r  t h e  
Am erican /A ss o c ia t io n  o f  Z o o lo g ic a l  P a rk s  and  A quarium s, s a i d  P i r a n h a s  
p u r c h a s e d  as b a b ie s  may o u tg ro w  t h e  f a m i ly  a q u a r iu m . I f  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  
s o u th e r n  s t r e a m s  th e y  may become e s t a b l i s h e d .  A sc h o o l  o f  grown p i r ­
anhas  can  s t r i p  a cow to  a s k e l e t o n  i n  t h r e e  m in u te s ,  he t e s t i f i e d .

VIRONMENT - -  THE ONE FROM WHICH THEY WERE COLLECTED - -  THEY SHOULD BE 
KILLED HUMANELY AND PRESERVED FOR SCIENTIFIC-EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.

DON'T FORGET THE MEETING IN- ARLINGTON COUNTY

JUNE 24 , 1960 FRIDAY NIGHT '7 :3 0  to  9 :30

WASHINGTON-LEE HIGH SCHOOL CHERRYDALE' SECTION

COME AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS
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NOTEWORTHY NEWSNOTES, c o n t in u e d :  I n t e r s t a t e  t r a f f i c  i n  venomous
sn a k es  was p r o t e s t e d  by D r . C o n a n t .  He c i t e d  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i th  
venomous sn ak e  b i t e s  and  s a i d  he  w an ted  t o  s e e  more c o n t r o l  o v e r  
p o iso n o u s  s p e c i e s .  (The p ro p o s e d  lav; p r o v id e s  f o r  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  
needs  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  s c i e n t i s t s  and  z o o l o g i c a l  p a r k s . )  T h e re  i s  
l i t t l e  d o ub t t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  A u s t r a l i a n  T ig e r  Snake  b i t e  on t h e  West 
C o a s t  was i n  t h e  m inds o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and  t h e  C o n g r e s s io n a l  g ro u p .

THE BEST PLACE FOR POISONOUS SNAKES IS THE REPTILE HOUSE AT THE ZOO.

yt ■it -Hr -&-}$-}£■ •it yt "Hr v£

LOG-ROLLERS' ROUND-UP: J . L e a r  Grimmer and  M rs . Grimmer hav e  r e c e n t l y
r e t u r n e d  from a t r i p  to  I n d i a .  They b ro u g h t  back  w i th  them some f i n e  
new zoo a c q u i s i t i o n s  -  mammalian and r e p t i l i a n .  L e a r  w i l l  t u r n  a b o u t  
and  h e a d  f o r  t h e  j u n g le s  o f  B r i t i s h  G uiana - -  by l a t e  J u n e .  * * * * 
D r .  Edward F . K n ip l in g ,  husb an d  o f  o u r  T r e a s u r e r ,  D r .  Phoebe H . ,  has  
r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a p r i z e d  N a t io n a l  Award in  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c ie n c e s  
f o r  h i s  work i n  e r a d i c a t i n g  t h e  screw-worm f l y  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t .  D r. 
E .F .  K n ip l in g  i s  d i r e c t o r  c f  t h e  en tom ology  r e s e a r c h  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
U .3 .  A g r i c u l t u r e  R e s e a rc h  S e r v i c e  a t  B e l t s v i l l e ,  M ary lan d . *  *  * *

John B radshaw , VHS member f o r m e r ly  r e s i d i n g  i n  B u r k e v i l l e ,  V a . ,  has  
r e l o c a t e d  w ith  h i s  f a m i ly .  They a r e  now a t  t h e  Bradshaw  M o te l ,  on 
R oute  #  1, so u th  o f  S t a f f o r d ,  Va. — Not to o  f a r  from  N a t u r a l i s t  
F ra n k ly n  Hambly a t  P r i n c e  W ill ia m  F o r e s t  P a rk  - -  Good Luck B ra d sh aw s!

D in to n  Lee B ragg , h e r p e t o lo g y  s t u d e n t  o f  Hampton, Va. saw m en tio n  o f  
t h e  VHS w h i l e  g o in g  o v e r  b ack  i s s u e s  o f  VIRGINIA WILDLIFE (Ju n e ,  1958 
i s s u e ) . He has  o r g a n i z e d  l o c a l  s t u d e n t  h e r p e t o l o g i s t s  i n t o  a  r e g i o n a l  
c lu b  known as t h e  P e n i n s u l a r  J u n i o r  H e r p e t o l o g i s t s .  We hope t h i s  
g ro u p  w i l l  a f f i l i a t e  i n  a b lo c  w i th  t h e i r  s t a t e  s o c i e t y .  I n d i v i d u a l l y  
and  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  we welcome one and a l l .  HOPE WE'LL SEE THIS GROUP 
AT THE NORFOLK MEETING — LET'S GATHER THE SOUTHEASTERN MEMBERS SOON!

D r. R ic h a rd  G. Z w e i f e l  " c a l l e d "  y o u r  e d i t o r ' s  b e t  ( B u l l e t i n  No. 1 6 ) .
He (D r. Z w e i f e l )  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  Emmet R e id  Dunn, b o rn  in  A le x an ­
d r i a ,  V a . ,  had  more th a n  200 s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r s  t o  h i s  c r e d i t  a t  t h e  
t im e  o f  h i s  u n t im e ly  d e a t h .  (Your e d i t o r  h a s t i l y  t a k e s  r e f u g e  in  an 
u n s t a t e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  - -  " l i v i n g  h e r p e t o l o g i s t s "  s h o u ld  have  been  
s p e c i f i e d .  The B u l l e t i n  has p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  E.R.Dunn in  p a s t  
i s s u e s .  T here  was no i n t e n t  t o  b e l i t t l e  h i s  f i n e  c o n t r i b u t i o n ! )

S e r g e a n t  H a ro ld  E. D rake , U .S . Army, F o r t  B e l v o i r ,  Va. who i s  s c o u t ­
m a s te r  o f  T roop # 118 a t  F o r t  B e l v o i r ,  w r i t e s  t h e  f o l lo w in g :

" I  am i n t e r e s t e d  in  c o r r e s p o n d in g  and d o in g  some f i e l d  work 
w i th  a h e r p e t o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t ,  o r  a m a te u r ,  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r e ­
s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  amount o f  m o sq u i to  c o n t r o l  e f f e c t e d  by h e r p e t o -  
fa u n a  (m a in ly  pond t u r t l e s ) . "

S e r g e a n t  D rake i s  a s t u d e n t  o f  en tom ology  b u t  t h i n k s  t h a t  some o f  t h e  
r e p t i l e s  (o r  am p h ib ian s  ?) m ig h t win l a u r e l s  f o r  t h e  p a r t  t h e y  p l a y  in  
c o n t r o l  o f  i n s e c t  p e s t s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  b o th  S e r g e a n t  D rake and  h i s  
t r o o p  have  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and  c o l l e c t i v e l y  become VHS members! F o r  a n y ­
one w i s h in g  to  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i th  him, w r i t e  c /o  Q t r s  1120-C-4 F o r t  B e l ­
v o i r ,  TEC, Va. M ention  t h e  VHS B u l l e t i n  - i t  i d e n t i f i e s  you!

(d e ta c h )

MEMBERSHIP IN THE VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY IS WELCOMED BY:

(name)
( a d d r e s s )
( t i t l e ,  o r  
o c c u p a t io n )
(c o u n ty )
F a c u l t y ,  s t a f f ,  s t u d e n t ,  BSA, o r  p r e s s - r a d i o  m em bersh ip : dues  Si p e r  y r  
A l l  o t h e r  g a in f u l ly - e m p lo y e d  p e r s o n s  - a n n u a l  dues $ 2 .0 0  p e r  y e a r .  To 
p r e v e n t  l o s s  o f  c a sh  t o  u n a u th o r i z e d  h a n d le r  o f  m a i l s ,  make o u t  check  
o r  p o s t a l  n o t e  t o :  D r . Phoebe H. K n ip l in g ,  T r e a s u r e r ;  w r i t e  on check
" f o r  d u e s ,  I 9 6 0 - '6 1 "  and  m a i l  w i th  t h i s  d e t a c h a b l e  s t u b  to  D r .K n ip l in g  
a t  2623 M i l i t a r y  Road, A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a .  Membership c a r d  w i l l  be  
s e n t  w i th  t h e  n e x t  b u l l e t i n  t h e r e a f t e r .  SEND IN YOUR DUES NOW.
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LOG-ROLLERS' ROUND-UP c o n t in u e d :

4 May, 1960

W a lla c e  E vans , Richmond, Va. s c o u t  and  VHS member has  a g ro w in g  sn a k e  
c o l l e c t i o n .  He has been  h u n t in g  a ro u n d  u p p e r  Hanover C o u n ty .  When 
t h e  g re e n  sn a k e  s h e d s ,  W a l la c e ,  p l e a s e  se n d  t h e  s k in  (o r  a m a jo r  p i e c e  
o f  i t )  t o  F .T obey , 4706 T a l l a h a s s e e  A v e .,  R o c k v i l l e ,  Md, f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
o f  i t  i n  a s tu d y  o f  Opheodrys ( s p . ) * * * * A m a g n i fy in g  g l a s s  i s  u s e ­
f u l  on s m a l l e r  G reen"S nakes  (O p h e o d ry s) when s e p a r a t i n g  them i n t o  t h e  
two s p e c i e s  - v e r n a l i s  and  a e s t i v u s . S k in s  o f  e i t h e r  a r e  welcome i f  
you d o n ' t  w ish  t o  p a r t  w i th  t h e  l i v e  s p e c im e n s .  Tobey welcomes sh ed s  
( p r o p e r l y  l a b e l l e d  w i th  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a ,  and  i d e n t i f i e d ) . * * * ** VHS 
s t u d e n t  member J o e  Tobey was aw arded  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  c o m p le t io n  i n  
t h e  J u n i o r  N a t u r a l i s t  T r a i n i n g  C o u rse  s p o n s o re d  by t h e  D epartm en t o f  
I n t e r i o r  and  c o n d u c te d  by N a t io n a l  C a p i t a l  P a rk s  S e r v i c e  n a t u r a l i s t s .  
Q u i t e  u n e x p e c te d ly  ( i t  w a s n ' t  on t h e  program ) young Jo e  c a u g h t  a sm a ll  
N o r th e rn  B lack  R acer (C o lu b e r  c .  c o n s t r i c t o r ) a t  t h e  K e n i lw o r th  (D .C .)

A q u a t ic  G a rd en s .  * * * * S T m ila r ly ,  P au l M i l l s b a c k  o f  t h e  M i l l s b a c k  
B r o t h e r s ,  A r l i n g to n ,  V a . , ( r e g u l a r  e x h i b i t o r s  a t  t h e  s t a t e w i d e )  c a u g h t  
a  B lack  R acer on R o o s e v e l t  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  Potomac R iv e r .

HOPE TO SEE ALL THOSE WITHIN EASY TRAVEL DISTANCE ON FRIDAY, JUNE 24'.
a it * it a- a- a- it it it it

SEND IN YOUR COMMENTS UPON THE VHS PROPOSED PROGRAM - -  BEGIN NOW

................................................................’/g>«v,b
The VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY A t V 
T r e a s u r e r :  2623 M i l i t a r y  Road, A r l i n g to n l V a .  
E d i t o r ,  4706 T a l l a h a s s e e  Avenue, R o c k v i l 3 \ j > ^  > 
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