
BULLETIN NO. 8 OCTOBER, 1958 
I-icLean, V i r g i n i  a

VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
STATEWIDE MEETING A HUGE SUCCESS\ F i f t y  VHS members and  f r i e n d s  a s se m ­
b l e d  a t  C h e s t e r f i e l d  C . H . ,  Va .  9 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y .  D e l e g a t e s  came from as  f a r  
away a s  B e d f o rd ,  B r i d g e w a t e r  and  N o r f o l k .  A s t r o n g  d e l e g a t i o n  came 
from t h e  V i r g i n i a  and  M a ry lan d  su b u r b s  o f  W a sh in g to n ,  D .C. M essages  
from many o t h e r  members e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  a t  b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .

EXHIBITS WERE SET UP EARLY, QUICKLY ABSORBING AVAILABLE SPACE'. Many 
V i r g i n i a  v a r i e t i e s  and  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e p t i l e s  and  a m p h ib ia n s  were  on e x ­
h i b i t .  The c o v e r  was p r o v i d e d  by a sunny p a v i l i o n  w i t h  a  l a r g e  f i r e ­
p l a c e  a t  e ach  e n d .  T a b l e s  w e re  a r r a n g e d  i n  an open " U " . From t h i s  
b a s e  s o r t i e s  w e re  made i n t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  w o o d la n d .  Many v a r i e t i e s  
o f  R e p t i l e s  and  Am phib ians  w e re  s e e n  and t a k e n  a l i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .
The S o c i e t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t .  D r .  John  T.  Wood, o f  B u r k e v i l l e ,  b r o u g h t  i n  2 
C o p p e rh ea d s  (A g k i s t r o d o n  c o n t o r t r i x  mokeson) . S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s a l a ­
m a n d e r s ,  l i z a r d s  a n d  s n a k e s  w e re  s e e n  and  r e c o r d e d .  Sw apping  o f  s p e c i ­
mens l e f t  t h e  y o u n g e r  s e t  a  b i t  p u z z l e d  o v e r  wha t  t h e y  h a d  and had  n o t .  
Anyone knowing  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  K ing  Snakes  ( L a m p r o p e l t i s  
g e t u l u s  ( s p ) ? ) w h ich  e s c a p e d  from a j a r  w i t h  a l o o s e n e d  l i d - —" p l e a s e  
w r i t e  c / o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  The owner would  l i k e  t o  know where  t h e y  w e n t .

ACCOiiPLISHMENTS OF THE VHS STATEWIDE MEETING AT CAMP SHAwONDASEE, BSA.
(1) E l e c t i n g  ( u n a n im o u s ly )  t h e  o f f i c e r s  n o m in a te d  by t h o s e  p r e s e n t  f o r  
1958-1959  a s  f o l l o w s :

P r e s i d e n t    . John  T h o rn to n  Vooa,  M.D. ( B u r k e v i l l e )
P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  . . . . . .  W. Les B u r g e r  (F) C o l l ,  o f  V/m & Mary
Chairm an • • • » • • . . . .  0 .IC.Goodwin, (G) (Newport News,Va.)
Co-Cha irm an  . . . . . . . .  D r .  H a r r y  G.M. Jo p s o n  ( F ) B r i d g e w a t e r
T r e a s u r e r ..................................  • D r .  Phoebe H. K n i p l i n g  (F) A r l i n g t o n
S e c r e t a r y  . . .  .........................  F r a n k l i n  T o b e y , J r .  (G)(McLean, V a . )

(2) Welcoming t h e  L u ray  (V a .)  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
m em bersh ip  - -  i n  w h a te v e r  d e g r e e  t h e  L u ray  g ro u p  d e s i r e s  t o  ex ch a n g e ;
(3) D e c i d i n g  a g a i n s t  p u b l i s h i n g  fo rm a l  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r s ;  (VHS s u g ­
g e s t s  COPEIA,HERPETOLCGICA, The VIRGINIA JOURNAL OF SCIENCE, a n d  any 
s i m i l a r  j o u r n a l s .  P o p u l a r l y  w r i t t e n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r t i c l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
sc o p e  o f  h e r p e t o l o g y  w i l l  be  welcomed o c c a s i o n a l l y  by VIRGINIA WILDLIFE]
( 4 )  *A p p ro v in g  t h e  i d e a  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  one  c o n c r e t e - f l o o r e d ,  " T " - s h a p e d  
o p e n - s i d e d  s h e l t e r  a t  Camp Hoover above  C r i g l e r s v i l l e ,  Va. f o r  r a i n y  
w e a t h e r  c a m p e r - h i k e r  u s e ;  ( A f t e r  camp b u i l d i n g s  a r e  r a z e d  by t h e  N a t ' 1  
P a rk  S e r v i c e  no s h e l t e r s  w i l l  r em a in  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a . )
(5) R e j e c t i n g  t h e  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  

S o c i e t y  t o  p u b l i s h  a f o u r - p a g e  V i r g i n i a  s e c t i o n  i n  i t s  PH3 b u l l e t i n s ;
(6)  A p p ro v in g  t h e  PHS o f f e r  t o  s e n d  sam ple  c o p i e s  o f  PH3 b u l l e t i n s  t o  
t h e  VHS m em bersh ip  - ( a  new r o s t e r  w i l l  h av e  t o  be  p r e p a r e d  - -now 15CM)
(7) V o t i n g  t h a n k s  t o  R o b e r t  E .  Lee C o u n c i l ,  BSA a n d  i t s  r a n g e r ,  Mr. A. 
de  Champ f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  Camp Shawondasee  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h i s  m e e t i n g .
We, as a S o c i e t y ,  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b u i l d  up s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  Richmond a r e a  
and c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  o u r  h o s t s  t o  t h e  u tm o s t  i n  a n y  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  o u r  
s p e c i a l  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r e s t .  We hope Richmond w i l l  l e t  us know where  
and  when we may r e t u r n  t h e  f a v o r  by c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  p ro g ram ,  e v e n t s , e t c

Those  members and  f r i e n d s  who rem a in ed  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n i n g  meal saw e x ­
c e l l e n t  and  h i g h l y  a r t i s t i c  c o l o r  s l i d e s  o f  t h e  D ism al  Swamp r e g i o n  & 
i t s  h e r p e t o f a u n a  a s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  by  Roger  H. R a g e o t ,  C u r a t o r  o f  N a t u r a l  
H i s t o r y ,  N o r f o l k  M useum .(Rageo t  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from P a r i s  and  t h e  
B r u s s e l s  F a i r . )  D r .  John  T. "Wood and A/2C Wm.L.Witt c o n t r i b u t e d  a l s o .
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The c o l o r  s l i d e s ,  made i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s e v e r a l  f i e l d  t r i p s  by  t h e  t r i o  
w e re  much e n jo y e d  by  a l l .  Our t h a n k s  t o  them and t o  t h e  many e x h i b i t b r s

The new f i e l d  g u i d e  p r e p a r e d  by  D r .  Roger  Conant  was on v iew  n e a r  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e s k  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e .  The FIELD GUIDE 
TO REPTILES AND AIIPHIBIAMS a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  bookshops  o n ly  t h r e e  d ay s  b e ­
f o r e  t h e  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g .  The copy was s e n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  by t h e  
p u b l i s h e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  VH3 m e e t i n g .  
The Conant  work i s  number  t w e lv e  o f  t h e  famous F i e l d  Guide  s e r i e s  e d i t ­
ed by Roger T ory  P e t e r s o n .  C o p ie s  o f  t h e  f o l d e r  d e s c r i b i n g  i t  were  d i s ­
t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  F o r  t h o s e  who w e r e n ' t #t h e r e  i s  one e n c l o s e d .  
Many members v o i c e d  warm a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  work and  many f i n e  p l a t e s  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  maps .  ( P u b l i s h e r s :  H o u g h t o n - H i f f l i n ,  B o s to n ,  M ass .  &3.95 
H e re  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  C h r i s t m a s  g i f t  i d e a  f o r  p a r e n t s  o f  s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t s  
N.B. The e d i t o r  s t i l l  a w a i t s  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  o t h e r  p o p u l a r  books 
o r  t e x t s  w i t h i n  o u r  s c o p e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  A l l  i t e m s  f o r  f u t u r e  VH3 b u l l e t i n  
u s e  w i l l  b e  welcomed d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months when we t e m p o r a r i l y  s u s ­
p e n d  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Your  i d e a s  w i l l  be  a d o p t e d  o r  a d a p t e d ,  n o t  l o s t  I

L e t  u s  h e a r  f rom  YOU: (1) i d e a s  o r  news f o r  t h e  VHS B u l l e t i n s ;  (2) new 
m em bers '  o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  members '  names a n d  a d d r e s s e s ;  (3) d a t a  on h e r p  
s p e c i e s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  maps (Va. o r  n e a r b y  s t a t e s ) ;  (4) b o o k s .

COLOR SLIDES ARE IN DEiLAMD' Those  h a v i n g  d u p l i c a t e s  o f  Va. r e p t i l e s  o r  
a m p h ib ia n s  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o  l e t  t h e  word g e t  a ro u n d  i f  su c h  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p u r c h a s e  o r  t r a d e .  L e t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  know i f  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
h a v e  c o p ie s  made o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  i n  y o u r  p o s s e s s i o n ; s p e c i f y  s i z e  2" X 
2" o r  o t h e r .  L i s t  t h e  s p e c i e s  and  y o u r  a s k i n g  p r i c e .
HEW MEMBERS SINCE THE LAST BULLETIN; (Membership c a r d s  w ere  t a k e n  t o  VHS 
m e e t i n g .  T h o se  n o t  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e r e  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  b u l l e t i n . )  
*LBRADSHAVJ, John  0 .  ( S t u )  P0 Box 175,  B u r k e v i l l e ,  Va.  Not toway County
*:5CRAIG, Mark (S tu )  R o u te  #  5 , Box 249, B e d f o rd ,  Va., B e d f o rd  County
*DICKEY, A d e l i n e  M. ( S a l e s )  505 M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Ave.NW W ash in g to n ,  D.C.  
GILLESPIE ,  Dan ( S tu )  1616 A n n an d a ie  R d . ,  F a l l s  C hurch ,  Va. ( F a i r f a x )  
^GREEN, D r .  N.B.  (F) M a r s h a l l  C o l l e g e ,  H u n t i n g t o n ,  West V i r g i n i a  
C o r r e c t i o n : HALLE, L e s l i e  1402 Lee Highway, A r l i n g t o n  9, V a . [ A r l . )
^HICKMAN, J o s e p h  ( S t u )  5401 Youngblood S t r e e t ,  McLean, Va. ( F a i r f a x )  
'-HIGHT0N, D r .  R i c h a r d  (F) U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ary lan d ,  C o l l e g e  P a r k ,  Md. 
":TCEELER, R o b b ie  ( S tu )  N o r th  W ash ing ton  S t .  F a l l s  C h u rc h ,  Va. ( F a i r f a x )  
■̂ KEELER R o n n ie  ( S t u )  " a " n t: " " "
**KNIPLING, D r .  Phoebe  H«(F) 2623 M i l i t a r y  Rd. A r l i n g t o n ,  Va.  ( A r l . )  
^HcICENNEY, James ( S t u )  9109 E a to n  Rd. S i l v e r  S p r i n g ,  M a ry lan d  
*;fSC0TT, F r e d e r i c  R. (G)115 Hennond&le Lane ,  Richmond 25, Va.  ( C h s t r f l d )  
*V.WLLIAHS, Mike ( S t u )  1702 T u ck e r  Avenue,  McLean, Va. ( F a i r f a x )
**W00D, John F .  (S tu )  3 u r k e v i l l e ,  Va. c / o  D r .  John  T. "Wood (Nottoway) 
-"XANTEN, V/ilTiam A. J r .  (S f )  H a t ' i  Z o o l o g i c a l  P a r k ,  W ash ing ton  9, D.C.
WANTED: L e t t e r s  f rom  p e r s o n s  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  r e c o r d s  ( w i t h i n  5 m i . o f  a  
map-name l o c a l i t y )  b a c k e d  by  p r e s e r v e d  sp e c im en s  on h an d  o r  i n  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  c o l l e c t i o n :  WRITE: W. L. B u r g e r ,  C o l l e g e  o f  W il l i a m  & Mary,
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  Va. w i t h  c a rb o n  copy t o  A/2C Wm. L. "Witt, 6 0 th  FIS ,  OTIS 
AE3, M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  D a t a  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  maps, Va.  Anybody w i t h  i d e a s  
on a  l o c a l i t y  l a b e l  "SOUTH QUAY, BLACK NATE R, V a . w r i t e  W i l l i a m  W i t t  soon i 
We w ere  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  you  (m is se d  you) a t  t h e  S t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g :  y y

THE NEXT BULLETIN WILL BE OUT MARCH FIRST, (GOD ‘TILLING.:) 1959 :

............................................  - .......................................  . . . . .  ( d e t a c h )  . . . . . .


