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_EDTTO.RS C9M,MLNT:

Hello.,,ls onyone out there? | know, it is Summer time,
you're in the field working with your breeding stock or
doing thot vocotion thing. Well, l'm still here pounding
owoy ot the typewriter ond putting together the first
issue of our second yeor for the Newsletter ond just
wondering whot you think so for,

Even with the orficles, cortoons ond other moteriols
thot some members hove sent in, putting these poges
iogether is no picnic, Yes, it wos my ideo ond yes,ldid
volunteer for this job...but, I could sure use some feed-
bock from you folks so I con see if the Newsleiter is of-
fering you whot you would wont from it. Pleose drop me
o line or two obout your thoughts ond suggestions, l'm
beginning io feel like the Moytog repoirmon!

In cose you've forgotten, the oddress is:VHS Newslet-
ter, P.O. Box727, Brookneol, VA 24528.

For those of you working in ony coptive breeding pro-
groms, pleose shore your successes ond/or foilures,
(we con oll leorn from those too), with the rest of us. Go
oheod, brog o littlel

A speciol thonks lo oll of you thot sent your good
thoughts my woy ofter my surgery ond outo occideni. I
om recovering from both ond looking forword to our
Follmeeting ond being with everyone ogoin,

Speoking of the VHS Foll meeting, pleose do try to ot-
tend, One thing thot I hove noticed since joining the
VHS myself, is the lock of porticipotion ot our two
meetings eoch yeor. This should be o good one com-
ing up tool We will meet of Liberty University in Lyn-
chburg, VA, (dote to be onnounced in your next issue
of Cotesbeiono), The Blue Ridge Herpetologicol Socie-
ty wllljoin the VHS ot this meeting to offer herp exhibits
ond on educotionol progrom for the public, There will
olso be o roffle during this meeting to benefit the
generolfund of the VHS. Anyone wishing to donote rof-
fle items should contoct Joe Mitchell or myself.

HERPJH4IPENTNGS
. JOINT SSAR-HL MEETING, SYMPOSIUM to honor Roger
Conont: 6-11 Augusf, l99l ot Penn Siote University,
University Pork. PA 16802 Dr. Lindo Moxson, Choir.
' l99l  NATIONAL REPTILE BREEDER'S EXPO:16-18 August,
1991. Sponsored by the Centrol Florido Herp. Society. To
register send SIO.OO to: CFHS, P.O. Box 3277, Winter
Hoven. FL 33BBl. For hotel reservotions: Twin Towers
Hotel; I-BOO-THE-TOWERS / or @O7) 351-1OOO. 565.00
single/$75.OO double.
, SOCIETAS EUROPAEA HERPETOLOGICA MEETING:
19-23 August, 

.|99-l, 
Budopest. Contoct Dr. Z. Korsos,

Hungorion Noturol History Museum H-IOBB, Budopest.
Borossu.13, Hungory.
.  EASTERN HERP SWAP MEET & FLEA MARKET:31August,.|99.l. 

Write to G. Leonord Knopp, 2.l5 Lown Ave,,
Sellersville. PA 18960.
'7th ANNUAL MIDWEST HERP CONFERENCE: l l - ]3 Oc-

tober,l99l, Indionopolis. Hosted b;z Hoosier Herp. Socie-
tv, P,O. Box 40544, Indionopolis, lN 46240-0544,
. VHS FALL MEETING: 5 Ociober, l99l ot Liberty Univ.,
Lynchburg,  VA. Conioct :  Poul  Sott ler  ot
(8O4)-sB2-22Oe,
. TIMBER RATTLESNAKE: CONSERVATION & PROTEC-
TION SEMINAR: 7 December,  

. l991, western
Mossochusetts, Send S,A,S.E, to Rottlesnoke Svm-
posium, Conservotion Dept,, Mossochusetts Audubon
Society, South Greot Rood, Lincoln, MA OlZ3.
. THE HIGHLANDS CONFERENCE on PLETHODONTID
SALAMANDERS:June, 1992, Highlonds, NC. Contoct: Dr.
R. Joeger, Univ. of Southwestern Louisiono, Lofoyette,
LA 7O5O4 (318)-23'r-5235.
'SECOND WORLD CONGRESS of HERPETOLOGY; 29
Dec,, 

.i993 
- 5 Jan,, 1994, Hosted by tho Univorsity of

Adeloide. Contoct: Dr. M.J. Tyler, Universiiy of Adeloide,
Dept. of Zoology, Box 498, GPO. Adeloide. South
Austrolio 5OOl. Austrolio.



THE SOCIEW COLUMN:

We've hod no word of qllfrom our sister societies ex-
cept the BRHS. Come on other groups, stoy in touch
with us obout your octivities, membership informotion.
projects ond whoteverl lf you don't hove someone
within your group thot will report your news to us, it just
won't get printed.

The BLUE RIDGE HERPETOLOGICAT SOCIETY is stoy-
Ing busy os olwoys. A committee wos formed to moke
oll plons for the society's second yeor of exhibiting in
Lynchburg's "Doy-ln-The-Pork", This yeor, besides the
herp exhibits ond members on hond to "tolk heros" with
the public, ihey will hold Turtle Roces throughout the
doy, Prizes will be oworded to the children with the wln-
ning turtles. All children porticipoting will receive o
remembronce of thls event from the society. Prizes will
be donoted by locolmerchonts ond society members.
Tereso Winston volunteered to coordinote the
society's "Adopt-A-Highwoy" project, The members
present ot the July meeting ond those by proxy, voted
oll of the officers in for onother one-yeor term. They ore:
Doug Eggleston/Pres,, Jeff Srsic/V,P., Mott Albers/Sect,
& Brondon Morsholl/Tres,; Good Luck to oll of these
folks, Two doys in the field hove olreody been enjoyed
by members ond o number of other similor lrios ore in
the works before the herping seoson ends for'9.l, The
BRHS willsponsor the exhibiting of herps ond on educo-
tionol progrom for the public of the VHS Foll meeting in
Lynchburg. For more informotion or to join, write to the
BRHS, P.O, Box727, Brookneol. VA 24528,

CAPTIVE CORNER:

Temperofure Regulot lon in lhe Vlvor lum
By: Bruce Gront

Most herps require o ronge of temperoture in the
vivorium which ollows them to regulote their body
temperoture. One end of the vivorium is "hot", the
other cool. By moving between the two extromes, o
reptile is oble to control its desired body temperoiure,

It is importont to know the onimol's temoeroture
ronge in its noturolenvironment if we ore to simulote it
in coptivity, lsuggest reseorching this through ovoiloble
literoture. lf this proves unfruitful, I suggest going to o
librory ond selecting o trovel guide such os Foder's
Trovel Guides. These guides give the reoder the
overoge doy ond night temperoture, humidity, ond
doys of roin for o porticulor oreo. By reoding this doto
for the reptile's home environmenf, we con leorn much.

Once the ronge hos been estoblished, it is possible to
use commerciolly ovoilobte products to set up o
heoting ond lighting system which successfully mimics
the temperotures in the onimol's environment,

Some of my lizords need nighttime temperotures of
opproximotely 70-BO o F, Therefore, the heoting
system must keep the vivorium from dropping below
this level. During the doy, one end of the coge is heoted
so thot ii reoches the upper end of the onimol's desired
doytime temperoture ronge. For my lizords, this is op-
proximotely 95-lO5 o F. The "cold" end of the coge

reoches 80-85 o F during the doy from wormth from the
"hot" end,

I use o combinotion of incondescent bulbs ond Reno
Cor brond heoting cobles, The hot end of the coge hos
two l5O wott bulbs. A regulor bulb heots the whole end
of the coge. In oddition, o l50 wott reflector spot light is
used to focus o beom of hot light onto o bronch for o
bosking site, This is olso colled o "hot spot" ond con
quickly worm the reptile. Moke sure your light fixtures
con occommodote high wottoge bulbs. Some con't.

Under the entire floor of the vivorium is o buried
woterproof Reno Cor brond coble. This produces o low,
constont source of "bockground" heot for the entire
vivorium, This bockground heot keeps the coge o toos-
ty 70 o F of night, These heoting cobles ore ovoiloble ot
some plont nurseries or herp deolers, or you con coll
Reno of 1-BOO-822-RENA, They come in o voriety of
sizes ond wotts, Unfortunotely, o thermostot for the
coble is not currently ovoiloble in the U.S,, olthough the
product does exist ond is ovoiloble from Reno in
Fronce, '  'EDITORS NOTE: Reno is currenily re-
designing their thermostot ond hope to hove one com-
merciolly ovoiloble in the U.S, by the end of '91, Prices for
their product line moy vory from deoler to deoler. They
do not sell direct, but ore hoppy to refer ony coller to
their neorest deoler, ' 'I circumvented the problem
by purchosing o "plug-in" style lomp dimmer ond plug-
ging the coble into it, The dimmer ollows me to odjust
the coble's heot ond costs obout S]2.OO

lf you ore not using q substrote, you con siill use the
heoting coble system, Cut o piece of plywood to ex-
octly fit the coge's floor. Then 'Jock" the folse floor up
severol inches using wooden blocks or similor. lt will
heot the floor nicely,

I use tlmers on the lights, (incondescent ond full-
spectrum grow lights), which cut off tho lights one by
one. This ovoids plunging your onimol into toiol
dorkness ond olso simulotes dusk, which is on imoortont
time of doy for some herps. The obove system hos
worked wellfor me. I hope it does for you too.

Herpe/s Morketploce:
o The BJ Plnkie Pump .

.  5 slzgs-surglcol slolnless
slgoF sexlng probos '.  3 slzes-block, ABS
plostlc-hldo boxes .

.  2 slzes-The BJ "Hol Foeders" .
.  Telescoplc snoke hook

Mpocksl cl lp '.  Herp lDl lNF0 cords .
.  8ooks, col locl lbles, novglt les & H0RE.

Scnd S.A.S.E. (45c porlogo) fof l ls l
lo:  EACK C0UXTRY HERPS

P.0.Box727
Brooknrol,  Vo.2a528



4J.TNoUNQEMENTS:

'VHS President, Joe Mitchel reported thot S925.OO
hos been donoted for the VHS "Poster" qt the Spring
meeting, Joe does not hove the time to concentrote
the soliciting of donotions, writing proposols. etc,, for
this project oll by himself, He hos requested ossistonce
from oll VHS members to help moke this worthwhile
project o reolity. Pleose contoct Joe with your dono-
tions or to offer your help.
'lt's sod to hove to report this. but true - your VHS
membership dues will increqse os of Jonuory,1992! Due
to ihe costs of print ing this newsletter ond
Colesbelono ond the increose in postol rotes, the
members ottending the Spring meeting voted to in-
creose oll VHS dues os follows: Regulor membership
-S1O.OO, Student membership (those under 18 yeors of
oge) -56,00 ond Fomily membership -S.l2,5O. The Life
membership rote will remoin of S]5O.OO. All dues ore
on on onnuol bosis,
'The well is running dry ogoinl I  need submissions from
ALL of our members for publicotion in these poges,
Send me your orticle, Herpful Hints, Cortoons. puzzles &
mozes, book reviews or whotever you moy be oble to
sumit for publicotion. I do request thot ony moteriolsub-
mitted thot hos been printed in ony other publicotion,
come with some form of written permission to use ollor
port of the moterol for our newsletter. Pleose, send
your moteriol to me soon. Our next newsletter is due to
be printed in mid to lote Oct., wiih o Nov. delivery dote
to our members.

B9oK RUIEW:

THE YEAR OF THE TURTLE: A NATURAL HISTORY
Written ond lllustroted by

Dovid M, Corroll
Comden House Publishing, Inc. - l99l

Review by
Douglos W. Eggleston

Here's one for oll of you turtle lovers out therel This
book combines 40 yeors of study, corefulobservotions
ond ortwork by Mr, Corroll. He hos not only coptured
the turtles he writes obout with his pen ond ink, ond
points, but he hos coptured the spirit of these creotures
through his words.

Mr, Corroll's writing style offers the reoder o toste of
the seosons ond one con feel os if you would know
"The Digs" if you wolked up on it todoy. His concern for
the detoils of the plonts, the weother, other creotures
thot shore this hobitot ond the turtles he discusses.
ollow you to see this ploce in your mind's-eye. Even if
this volume did not hove the superb sketches ond
prints to illustrqte it, you would see it oll,

This is good resdinglYou don't even hqve to be s tur-
fle lover to enjoy ths text or the lllustrotions, All one must
hove to truly enjoy this book is on interest in the noturol
world.

A totolof 173 poges is oll ho needed to givo greot in-
sight to the lives of the turtles he dicusses. No minor

detoil is left unmentioned, From the countryside they in-
hobit to the very noture of their being, Mr, Corroll
reports his observotions in both journolond novelstyles.
It is o hord book to put down once you begin it.

Regordless whefher you ore into turtles or not, this
book is o must reod!lt is reosonobly priced ot retoilfor
522,95, ond I hove seen it discounted olreody through
book clubs ond deolers for os little os S18.OO o copy, lf
you enjoy o good herp book like I do, then you'llenjoy
THE YEAR OF THE TURTLE: A NATURAL HISTORY, by Dovid M.
Corroll.

Mark R. Finkler,  D.V.M.

RORNOI{C RNIMRT HOSPITRT

2814 Frankl in Bd. S.W.
Roanoke, Va.24014

(703) 343-8021

HELP THE TURTLE FIND
THE STRAWBERRY PATCH!


