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VIRGINIA i s  b le sse d  w ith  
a spacious and , from any 
z o o lo g ic a l v iew p o in t, an 
on ly  p a r t ly  surveyed a re a  
o f lan d  and f r e s h  w a te r .
- " • <’• i-')v
Most o f V ir g in ia ’s n a tiv e  
r e p t i l e s  and am phibians 
a re  found in  p la ce s  where 
th ey  a re  to  be ex p ec ted . 
Some a re  d isco v e red  in  
p lace s  where th ey  a re  no t 
expected  a t  a l l .  A number 
o f q u ite  p u z z lin g  range 
p a t te rn s  fo r  some o f th e  
V irg in ian  v a r i e t i e s  a re  
be ing  d e te c te d . However, 
much rem ains to  be le a rn e d . 
Not a l l  r e s u l t s  a re  in .  
With th e  h e lp  of many 
f i e l d  o b se rv e rs , some o f 
the  p iece s  a re  beg inn ing  
to  f i t  to g e th e r ,  s low ly . 
Much n a tu ra l  h is to r y  and 
d i s t r ib u t io n a l  su rvey- 
work rem ains to  be done 
in  VA., by th o se  who a re  
in te r e s te d .

Over th e  p a s t  200 years  
many peo p le , from Mark 
C atesby (c irc a  17^0’s )  to  
Emmett R. Dunn o r Raymond 
L. Ditmars ( l9 2 0 ’s ) ,  have 
worked on one aspect, o r 
o th e r  o f th e  h e rp e to lo g y  
o f V irg in ia . Some e f f o r t s  
were on a very lo c a l  b a s is  . 
The more notew orthy o f 
th e se  seemed to  be fa c in g  
b u r ia l  fo re v e r  in  w idely  
s c a t te r e d  p la c e s  in  the  
h e rp e to lo g ic a l  l i t e r a t u r e .

_ _  a . •’ ~  T.

In  1958, th e  VIRGINIA
HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
(VaHS) was o rg an ized  to  
l in k  a l l  who a re  t r u l y  in ­
t e r e s te d  in  th e  s t a t e ' s  
h e r p e t i le s :  salam anders,
to a d s , f ro g s , t r e e f r o g s ,  
t u r t l e s ,  l i z a r d s ,  snak es .

The VaHS o f f e r s  an  oppor­
tu n i ty  and a  ch a llen g e  to  
le a rn  more about amphi­
b ians and r e p t i l e s  and to  
c o n tr ib u te  to  s c i e n t i f i c  
knowledge.

The s o c ie ty  has 12 g o a ls :

(1) Encourage s tu d y  o f 
V irg in ian  r e p t i l e s  and 
amphibians;.

(2) Improve and v e r i f y  
c o l le c t in g  reco rd s ;

* • « ! . ,
(3) Make county  surveys 

and exchange f a c tu a l  
in fo rm atio n ;

• * t ;-t )\x.rSi '. . r*.; L '•
(4) P lace any sa lvaged  

specimens in  s c i e n t i f i c  
p u b lic  c o l le c t io n s ;

»• •
(5) M aintain  d i s t r ib u t io n  

maps (fo r  th e  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ica l Survey);

'f ’  ̂ * ■ • \ i  I
(6 ) Compile l i s t s  o f th e  

p re se rv ed  specim ens, 
c o l le c te d  in  VA o r  on 
i t s  b o rd e rs , th a t  a re  
now h e ld  in  s c i e n t i f i c  
in s t i t u t i o n s ;
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(7) Broaden p u b lic  under­
s tan d in g  . o f r e p t i l e s  
and am phibians;

(8 ) In c rease  accu racy  in  
news item s on r e p t i l e s  
and am phibians through 
c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  news 
media r e p re s e n ta t iv e s ;

(9 ) Conserve ra re  o r  en­
dangered sp ec ie s  and 
t h e i r  h a b i ta ts  * * d i s ­
courage th e  unreasoned 
c a re le s s  o r need less  
h an d lin g  o f poisonous 
snakes,and  r is k - ta k in g , 
* * * p u t p o te n t ia l  
dangers in  p e rsp e c tiv e  
in  o rd e r to  d is p e l  m is­
p laced  f e a r s ;

(10) P u b lish  f i e l d  c o l l e c ­
t in g  no tes and o b se r­
v a tio n s  f o r  permanent 
reco rd  purposes;
•  ̂ • < ***. * < ; • . * _. • *

(11) B uild  a c o lo r  s l id e  
c o l le c t io n :  am phibians 
and r e p t i l e s  re p re s e n t­
in g  V irg in ian  sp ec ie s  
o r  su b sp ec ies ; and,

(12) Support m eetings in  
one o r  two s e c tio n s  o f 
th e  s t a t e  each sp rin g  
and f a l l ,  i f  p o s s ib le .

I
VaHS.emphasis i s  on the
h erp e to lo g y  o f V irg in ia .

(Continued on n ex t p ag e .)

VaHS BULLETIN is  a n e w s le tte r  
appea.ring a t  l e a s t  fo u r  tim es 
a  y e a r . I t s  pages a re  open 
f o r  a r t i c l e s  o r  comment on 
to p ic s  r e la te d  to  V irg in ian  
h e rp e to lo g y . The p r in c ip a l  
a c t i v i t y  i s  th e  s t a t e  su rvey  
o f r e p t i l e s  and am phib ians.

VaHS BULLETIN is  s e n t f r e e  o f 
c o s t  to  V ir g in ia ’s u n iv e r s i ty  
and c o lle g e  b io lo g y , zoology, 
and n a tu ra l  sc ien ce  departments. 
Science and b io lo g y  te ac h e rs  
—high schoo l o r  ju n io r  h ig h --  
may re c e iv e  th e  VaHS BULLETIN 
w ith  membership a t  $1 y e a r ly .

THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF VaHS (1958 - 1978)
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V irg in ia  H e rp e to lo g ica l 
S o c ie ty  (VaHS) p ro v ides 
in te r e s te d  people w ith  
g e n e ra l o r  s p e c if ic  f a c ts  
on amphibians and r e p ti le s  
t h a t  a re  n a tiv e  to  th i s  
s t a t e . VaHS members a ls o  
a id  in  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  
o f those  v a r i e t i e s  th a t  
have been b rough t in to  VA 
from o th e r  a re a s  and th en  
re le a s e d ; an inhumane a c t .

VaHS emphasis i s  on the  
h e rp e to lo g y  o f V irg in ia , 
w hile recognizing th e  f a c t  
th a t  anim als pay l i t t l e  
a t t e n t io n  to  p o l i t i c a l  o r  
o th e r  b o u n d a rie s .

While in d iv id u a l members * 
in te r e s t s  a re  l i k e ly  to  
be b ro ad e r, th e  s o c ie ty  
must r e s t r i c t  i t s  e f f o r t s  
I t  has l im ite d  fin a n c es  
and can on ly  reach  i t s  12 
o b je c t iv e s  i f  i t s  e n e rg ie s  
a re  kep t s tro n g ly  fo cu sed . 
T h e re fo re , 1 VaHS cannot 
devote p u b l ic a t io n  space , 
o r  s t a f f  tim e , to  th e  non­
n a tiv e  o r  e x o tic  s p e c ie s .

Those who seek  f a c ts  on 
fo re ig n  h e r p e t i le s  a re  r e ­
f e r r e d  to  p u b lic a tio n s  o f 
th e  th re e  n a t io n a l  groups: 
American Society of Ic h th y ­
ology & H erpetology (ASIH) 
COPEIA; H e rp e to lo g is ts r 
League, HERPETOLOGICA; and, 
th e  S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  Study 
cf Amphibians and R e p ti le s ,  
The Journal of H erpeto logy .

Others give space to  th e  
t r o p i c a l  h e rp e to fa u n a . 
VaHS is  th e  on ly  s o c ie ty  
th a t  covers VA s ta te w id e .

Support th e  VaHS program .

:• .
VaHS i s  a founding  member 

~of t h e ' E a s te rn  Seaboard 
H e rp e to lo g ica l League — 
(ESHL). VaHS members a re  
encouraged to  a t te n d  a l l  
ESHL m eetings. Members of 
ESHL see VaHS BULLETINS 
by exchange agreem ent.

D ir e c to ra te : Since th e
e a r ly  days o f VaHS, the  
s ta tew id e  scope and th e  
s c i e n t i f i c  o r ie n ta t io n  o f 
th e  s o c ie ty  have been r e ­
in fo rc e d . VaHS has been 
p rov ided  w ith  a board  o f 
d i r e c to r s  com prising  ab le  
h e rp e to lo g is ts ,  v e rteb ra te  
z o o lo g is ts  and e c o lo g is ts  
on th e  f a c u l t i e s  o f most 
VA c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s i ­
t i e s ,  o r a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  
s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The VaHS d ir e c to r a te  p ro ­
v id es  needed and v a lu ab le  
s c i e n t i f i c  gu idance .

VaHS m eetin g s: The VaHS
i s  no t m e e tin g -o rie n te d . 
The s t a t e  i s  too  b ig , and 
t r a v e l  d is ta n c e s  to o  v a s t  
to  pe rm it r e l ia n c e  upon a 
g en e ra l annual m eeting o r 
monthly m ee tin g s . So th e  
VaHS has r e s o r te d  to  an 
o c ca s io n a l m u lti-co u n ty  
m eeting . Among.the most 
s u c c e ss fu l were th o se  a t :  
Roanoke College,Salem,VA; 
V irg in ia  Commonwealth U., 
Richmond,VA; Old Dominion 
U n iv e rs ity , N orfo lk , VA; 
and a t  Lynchburg C o llege . 
Q uestions on VaHS m eeting 
programs should  be ra is e d  
w ith :

Mr. M ichael J .  C lif fo rd , 
VaHS M eeting C o o rd ina to r, 
P .0 . Box #311, Amelia,VA, 
23002

March 1978

th a t  l in k s  th e  membership. 
The b u l l e t i n 's  pages a re  
open to  any member f o r  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  on an y th in g  
r e la te d  to  VA herp e to lo g y . 
A uthors a re  g iven  c r e d i t  
f o r  a r t i c l e s  o r  item s ap ­
p e a rin g  in  th e  b u l l e t i n s . 
I t  i s  a mimeographed news­
l e t t e r  on 8j "  X 1 ^ "sheets  
( le g a l  s i z e ) .  These can 
be trimmed to  8^-" X 11" 
and hole-punched to  f i t  a 
normal th r e e - r in g  b in d e r .

S p e c ia l b u l le t in s  a re  two 
is su e s  in  one. These may 
c o n ta in  b lack  and w hite 
l in e  draw ings, range maps, 
and "keys" to  v a r i e t i e s  
d e sc rib e d  in  th e  t e x t .  At 
l e a s t  3 s p e c ia l  is su e s  
have- been produced to  th e  
p re s e n t t im e . In fo rm ation  
i s  being  updated  th a t  was 
c a r r ie d  in : "Snakes o f VA" 
(19& 0, " T u r t le s -"  (1968), 
and "L izards o f VA"(l972). 
Your su g g es tio n s , n o te s , 
and c o l le c t in g  re c o rd s , 
o r  o th e r  d a ta  can he lp  to  
improve th i s  e f f o r t .  You 
a s s i s t  VaHS when you make 
comments, o r  supply  d a ta .

(See f i n a l  p a rag raph , p .3 .)
» ‘ * ' ’ 11* . • * 1 ' •

MEMBERSHIP: The s o c ie ty
has a membership o f 300+. 
Of th e s e , 25.0+ re s id e  in  
VA. About 90 a re  "o u t-o f-  
s t a t e "  members. Members 
l iv e  in  most o f the  96 VA 
co u n tie s  and n ear i t s  c o l ­
leg es  and u n iv e r s i t i e s .  A 
number cf scien ce  te a c h e rs  
in  th e  VA secondary school 
system  a re  VaHS members as 
a re  many of t h e i r  s tu d e n ts .

-  2
Continued on th e  nex t p ag e .
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Q u a lif ic a t io n s : A s e r io u s  
(more th a n  J u s t  c a su a l)  
i n t e r e s t  in  V ir g in ia ’s 
am phibians and r e p t i l e s  
i s  th e  only  membership 
q u a l i f i c a t io n .  An e f f o r t  
i s  made to  b r in g  a copy 
o f VaHS BULLETIN to  th e  
a t t e n t io n  o f o c cu p a tio n a l 
groups which may c o n ta in  
p o te n t ia l  VaHS members.

VaHS is  no t seek ing  a b ig  
o u t - o f - s ta te  membership. 
VaHS welcomes as members 
th o se  s c i e n t i s t s  and any 
o th e rs  who a re  working on 
r e p t i l i a n s  and am phibians 
which range in to  V irg in ia .

• ' ♦ *• * ; f ; i r
Honorary membership i s  ex­
tended  to  a few people in  
re c o g n itio n  o f t h e i r  con­
t r ib u t io n s  to  h e rp e to lo g y . 
High schoo l b io lo g y  and 
sc ien ce  te a c h e rs  a re  s e n t 
sample cop ies o f th e  VaHS 
BULLETIN, f r e e  o f ch arg e , 
to  m ain ta in  aw areness o f 
VaHS among th e  sc ien ce  
te a c h e r s . An o c ca s io n a l 
b u l l e t i n  i s  s e n t to  th o se  
among th e  m ed ical, d e n ta l ,  
v e te r in a ry ,  and r e la te d  
(param edical) groups when 
we have any in d ic a t io n  o f 
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  S e le c ted  
b u l le t in s  c o n ta in in g  such 
ite m s .a s  may i n t e r e s t  any 
s p e c ia l  groups a re  m ailed  
to  VA ad d resses  on f i l e .

* . . > .. . .1 .
F u ll- tim e  and p a r t- t im e  
n a tu r a l i s t s  and le a d e rs  
o f  ou tdoor groups have 
been canvassed  to  o b ta in  
new members among th e se  
p e o p le , A sea so n a l e f ­
f o r t  i s  made to, reach  a l l  
summer camp. N a tio n a l o r

Copy o f VaHS C o n s ti tu tio n  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t .

S ta te  Park N a tu r a l i s t s . 
County o r community n a tu re  
c e n te rs  a re  p la ce d  on th e  
VaHS m a ilin g  l i s t  so t h a t  
th e y  may have co p ies f o r  
r e f e r e n c e , This program 
has met w ith  some su ccess .

. x  » • V \ j  • ■ . ’ *; * .  *

VaHS BULLETIN i s  m ailed  
as th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f a 
n o n -p ro f i t  o rg a n iz a tio n  
and must comply w ith  U.S. 
P o s ta l  r e g u la t io n s . This 
i s  a p r i v i l e g e • t h a t  is  
ex tended  to  o rg a n iz a tio n s  
engaged in  s c i e n t i f i c  and 
e d u c a tio n a l e f f o r t s . I t  
i s  no t ex tended to  c lubs 
o r  hobby g ro u p s . In  o rd e r 
to  keep t h i s  p r iv i le g e ,  
VaHS must rem ain a  non­
p r o f i t ,  s c ie n c e -o r ie n te d  
re s e a rc h - r e la te d  e f f o r t .

SUPPORT: C o n trib u tio n s  to  
th e  VaHS program a re  used 
to  d e fra y  th e  expenses1 o f 
rep roducing  th e  b u l l e t i n  
and f o r  i t s  m a ilin g . The 
membership c o n tr ib u te s  to  
th e  s o c ie ty 's  program and 
su p p o rts  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f 
th e  b u l l e t i n  to  a , number 
o f p ro sp e c tiv e  members. 
VaHS w i l l  add ad d resses  & 
names of people who should  
be on th e  m a ilin g  l i s t s .

There a re  no d u es . Annual 
su p p o rt i s  encouraged a t  
th e  fo llo w in g  r a te s :

S c ie n t i s t s ,  f a c u l ty ,  (b io ­
logy , n a tu ra l , s c ie n c e , o r 
g e n e ra l sc ie n c e ) te a c h e rs , 
and p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s ;  $1

VA re s id e n ts :  (o th e r th an  
th e  above) o r away a t  
c o lle g e  o r in  s e rv ic e ;  $2

Continued top  o f nex t c o l .

N o n -res id en t member: i . e .  
o u t - o f - s ta te  (except any 
o f th e  above); $3

Overseas members: covers
c o s t o f m ailin g ; . . $5

• / . . t ' * i * r ’
C o n trib u tio n s  in  support 
a re  d e p o s ited  in  th e  bank 
by th e  VaHS T reasu re r and 
a l l  ex p en d itu res  f o r  VaHS 
purposes must have h is  ap ­
p ro v a l. C o n tr ib u tio n s , o r 
l e t t e r s  on m a tte rs  r e l a t ­
ing  to  su p p o rt, shou ld  be 
s e n t to :

Mr. Louis C. Baker, (BIOL) 
VaHS T reasu re r (Science) 
Yorktown High School (ARL) 
5201 North 28th  S tr e e t  
A rlin g to n , VA 22207

Annual su p p o rt c r e d i t  can 
be g iven  in  re c o g n itio n  
o f th e  number o f c o lo r  
s l id e s  (2" X 2") accep ted  
f o r  permanent VaHS reco rd  
a t  th e  r a te  o f 35 cen ts  
a s l i d e .  To q u a l i fy , the  
s l id e s  must be s e n t to  P0 
Box #1378, Leesburg, VA., 
f o r  n o ta t io n  on th e  VaHS 
d i s t r ib u t io n  maps. Each 
c o n tr ib u to r  w i l l  be g iven  
c r e d i t  by name on reco rds 
m ain ta ined  by the  VaHS. 
The H e rp e to lo g ica l Survey 
s l id e  f i l e  i s  be ing  h e ld , 
f o r  th e  p re s e n t ,  a t  th e  
Loudoun Heights,VA address. 
Such s l id e s  w i l l  become 
th e  s t a t e 's  permanent r e ­
fe ren ce  f i l e  lo c a te d  a t  a 
f a c i l i t y  to  be d esig n a ted . 
A ll  correspondence on any 
item s f o r  VaHS BULLETIN— 
o r h e rp e to lo g ic a l  su rvey , 
shou ld  be s e n t to :
Mr. F ra n k lin  J .  Tobey, J r .  
E d ito r , VaHS BULLETIN 
P .0 . Box #1376 
Leesburg, VA 22075
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UNIVERSITY o f VIRGINIA... 
o f f e r s  th e  fo llo w in g  197$ 
g raduate  courses in  
b io lo g y  t h i s  summer a t  
th e  Mountain Lake B io lo g i­
c a l  S ta t io n , Pembroke, VA. 
There a re  fo u r  Mountain 
Lake fe llo w sh ip s  o f $200 
each , a v a i l a b le . These 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1978 SUMMER COURSES 
SUBJECT

FIRST TERM:
P r in c ip le s  o f Ecology 
In tro d u c tio n  to  E vo lu tion  
P te rid o lo g y  
HERPETOLOGY

SECOND TERM:1 . ■ •
’ V, *•> }' ..1

E co lo g ica l G enetics 
Taxonomy o f Seed P la n ts  
In v e r te b ra te  Zoology 
Mammalogy

"SKILPOT"
A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION!

When I  was a c h i ld  l iv in g  
in  C lif to n  Forge, VA, th e  
name by which I  le a rn ed  
Chrysemys p i c t a , p a in te d  
t u r t l e ,  was " s k i lp o t" .  
This f a c t  su rfaced  in  my 
co n sc io u sn ess , re c e n t ly , 
f o r  no ap p aren t reaso n . 
But, on r e f l e c t io n ,  I  was 
amazed to  r e a l iz e  t h a t  I  
had never heard  i t  used 
s ub s e que n t l y . S tandard  
t u r t l e  books a re  m ostly  
s i l e n t  on th e  p o in t o f 
fo lk  names, even W ebster’s 
Unabridged D ic tio n a ry

UNIV. o f VA. OFFERS I 97B
GRADUATE COURSES AT MTN.
LAKE BIOLOGICAL STATION. . . . . . . . . . . . .

fe llo w sh ip s  may no t be 
h e ld  c o n c u rre n tly  w ith  
any o th e r  s t ip e n d  from 
th e  M tn.Iake B io l. S ta .

The r e c ip ie n ts  a re  chosen 
by th e  re se a rc h  and award 
committee o f th e  D epart­
ment o f B iology, Univ. o f

AT MLBS LISTED BELOW:
. INSTRUCTORS

JUNE 11 th rough  JULY 15:
Dr. W illiam  Odum 
Dr. E liz a b e th  B. Conant 
Dr. Donald R. F a r ra r  
Dr. Harry G.M. Jopson

JULY 16 th rough  AUGUST 19:

Dr. J a n is  Antonovics 
Dr. C a rl S. Keener 
Dr. C l i f f o rd  Johnson ^ 
Dr. C harles 0 . Handley

om its th e  word. Turning 
to  o th e r  so u rces, a v a i l a ­
b le  a t  Radford C o llege, I  
found th e  word l i s t e d  in  
The C entury D ic tio n a ry , 
I 889, v o l . 5 /  p . 5671: 
"S k ilp o t. The s l i d e r ,  o r 
r e d - b e l l ie d  t e r r a p in ."  In  
a m odified  form i t  occurs 
a lso ' in  th e  Oxford Eng­
l i s h  D ic tio n a ry , 1933j 
v o l .  IX, p . I k l :  " S k illy -  
p o t ,  S k ilp o t .  U .S./ad- Du. 
s ch ild p ad , tu r t le _ 7 .  The 
s l i d e r ,  o r  r e d - b e l l ie d  
t e r r a p in . "  '

The suggested  d e r iv a t io n  
seems p la u s ib le  enough, 
and, presum ably, must have

V irg in ia , C h a r lo t te s v i l l e .  
A p p lica tio n s  f o r  th e se  
awards should  be s e n t to :
I s  '  : V ’ l

The D ire c to r , Mountain 
Lake B io lo g ic a l S ta t io n ,  
U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia , 
Gilmer H a ll,
C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  VA 22903 
-D r. J .  J .  M u rra y ,-J r .**

INSTRUCTORS’ AFFILIATIONS

U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia  
U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia  
Iowa S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
B ridgew ater C o llege , VA

Duke U n iv e rs ity , N.C. 
P ennsylvania  S ta te  Univ. 
U n iv e rs ity  o f F lo r id a  
U .S .N atio n a l Museum of 

N a tu ra l H is to ry , D.C.

o r ig in a te d  among th e
Dutch s e t t l e r s  around New 
York C ity . Anglo-Saxon 
tongues would u n q u estio n ­
a b ly  co n v ert s c h ilp a d  to  
s k i lp o t .  Perhaps the
d ic t io n a r ie s  c i t e d  may 
have e r re d  in  a t t r i b u t i n g  
i t  to  a  s in g le  s p e c ie s .

What in fo rm atio n  can VaHS 
members p rov ide  oh lo c a l  
use o f t h i s  q u a in t word ?

(D r.) R ichard  L. Hoffman 
Radford C ollege 
Dep’t  o f B iology 
Radford, VA 2 b lb l  

Comments welcomed.

- b -



- 5 -
March 1978 ( f in a l  page)VaHS BULLETIN No. 85

THE VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH 
UNIVERSITY HERPETOLOGICAL 

COLLECTION

The h e rp e to lo g ic a l  c o l le c ­
t io n  housed in  th e  V e rte ­
b ra te  Museum o f the  
Department o f B iology, VA 
Commonwealth U n iv e rs ity , 
c u r r e n t ly  c o n ta in s  over 
1, 1+00 lo t s  which inc lu d e  
more th a n  3>000 specim ens. 
This c o l le c t io n  may be 
th e  f a s t e s t  growing assem ­
blage o f modern reco rd s  
in  the  s t a t e .  I t  was 
founded in  1972, and has 
grown to  i t s  p re se n t s iz e  
in  on ly  f iv e  y e a r s . (See 
VaHS BULLETIN No, 7 2 .)

The c o l le c t io n ,  c r e a t^ J  
by Dr. C harles R. Blem 
w ith  the  h e lp  o f many VCU 
undergraduate  and gradu­
a te  s tu d e n ts , co n ta in s  
s e v e ra l  hundred county  
reco rd s  f o r  V irg in ia  and 
specimens from tw elve 
o th e r  s t a t e s . Some o f 
th e  V irg in ia  reco rd s  
re p re se n t th e  known n o r th ­
e rn  edge o f th e  ranges 
fo r  sp ec ie s  such as th e  
cottonm outh, b a rk in g  t r e e -  
f ro g , amphiuma, . so u th ern  
c r ic k e t  f ro g , and o th e r s .  
Specimens o f c e n t r a l  V ir­
g in ia  snakes a re  f a i r l y  
w e ll re p re se n te d . The 
c o l le c t io n  co n ta in s  th e  
la r g e s t  assem blage o f E. 
cottonm ouths anyw here.

C urren t p ro je c ts  in v o lv ­
ing  th i s  c o l le c t io n  cover 
a  survey  o f d i s t r i b u t io n ­
a l  reco rds o f C o asta l 
P la in  fauna , an in v e s t ig a ­
t io n  o f th e  ecology and 
morphom etries(measurement 
o f th e  form and s t r u c tu r e )  
o f th e  cottonm ouths in  VA

and s tu d ie s  o f th e  n o r th ­
e rn  and so u th ern  c r ic k e t  
fro g s  (A cris  g ry llu s  and 
A. c r e p i ta n s ) in  t h e i r  
zone o f sym patry (the 
o v erlap p in g  p o r t io n  o f 
t h e i r  ra n g e s ) .

S ix  p u b lic a tio n s  d e a lin g  
w ith  these*and  o th e r  h e r-  
p e to lo g ic a l  p ro je c ts  a re  
now in  p re ss  o r  in  f i n a l  
s tag e s  o f p re p a ra t io n .

The IVCU museum has a 
modest s tudy  a re a , and i f  
no c o n f l ic t s  a r i s e  w ith  
c u r re n t  p r o je c ts ,  s p e c i­
mens a re  a v a ila b le  f o r  
s tu d y  o r lo an  to  q u a l i ­
f i e d  persons upon a p p l i ­
c a t io n  to :

(D r.) C harles R. Blem
V irg in ia  Commonwealth 

U n iv e rs ity , Academic D iv., 
Department o f B iology, 
Richmond, VA 23284

AREA OF FROG’S BRAIN THAT 
DISTINGUISHES OWN SPECIES’ 
MATING CALLS PINPOINTED. . i* • .

For 20 y e a rs , C o rn e ll Uni­
v e r s i ty  re s e a rc h e rs  have 
been look ing  f o r  a reg io n  
o f th e  fro g  b ra in  th a t  
recogn izes th e  m ating 
c a l l  o f i t s  own sp e c ie s , 
d is t in g u is h in g  i t  from 
o th e r  sp ec ie s  ’ m ating 
c a l l s  in  a mixed chorus 
in  a pond, p o o l, o r  swamp.

The annual m eeting o f the  
S o c ie ty  fo r  N euroscience, 
a t  Anaheim, CA, was to ld  
th a t  s c i e n t i s t s  have now

found th e  re g io n  in  the  
fro g  b ra in  th a t  d i s t i n ­
gu ishes th e  s p e c if ic  c a l l .
A re p o r t  was c a r r ie d  in  
SCIENCE NEWS 19 Nov. 1977 
V ol. 112, No.22, p .3 ^ 4 .

The b u l l f r o g ’s in n e r  e a r  
has two s t ru c tu re s  s e n s i ­
t iv e  to  d i f f e r e n t  ranges 
o f sound f re q u e n c ie s . Of 
th e  f r o g ’s r e p e r to i r e ,  
on ly  th e  m ating c a l l  w i l l  
s im u ltan eo u sly  s tim u la te  
th e  two in n e r e a r  s t r u c ­
tu r e s .  T h e re fo re , any 
m ating c a l l  d e te c to r  in  
th e  b ra in  must re c e iv e  i n ­
p u t from bo th  s t r u c tu r e s .

Robert R. C apranica and 
co-w orkers used a sound 
s y n th e s iz e r  th a t  cou ld  
mimic n a tu ra l  fro g  c a l l s . 
They probed th e  b ra in ,  
le v e l  by le v e l ,  look ing  
f o r  m ating c a l l  d e te c to r s . 
In  a n e s th e tiz e d  fro g s  
th ey  found fo u r  o rd e rs  of 
sound p ro c e ss in g , b u t no 
c e n te r  f o r  th e  m ating 
c a l l .  However, Ms. Karen 
Mudry reco rded  e l e c t r i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  in  th e  thalam us 
o f the  conscious b u l l f ro g  
and found an a re a  t h a t  r e ­
sponds to  the sim ultaneous 
h igh  and low freq u en c ie s  
o f th e  m ating c a l l .  That 
f i f t h  o rd e r response was 
not p re v io u s ly  d e te c te d  
because i t  does not work 
when the  b u l l f ro g  has 
been a n e s th e tiz e d .

REPRINTED w ith  p e rm issio n  
from SCIENCE NEWS, the  
weekly news magazine of 
s c ie n c e , co p y rig h t 1977 
by Science S e rv ic e , In c . 
1719 N S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
W ashington, D.C. 20036

APPLICATION FOR VaHS MEMBERSHIP - -  INTRODUCTORY (1978) 
VaHS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (19___ )

(name)
(a d d re ss )
( p .o . ) I f  f r e e  c i t y  give n e a re s t  county
(county)
VIRGINIA ZIP CODE

7 ■
( t i t l e )  Dr.M r.M rs. Ms. ________  (o th e r)
(occupation) VaHS T reasu re r n o te s :

Rec *d $ ___ .__
t e l :  (703) (804) Card s e n t w ith  #

(c i r c le  one) ____ -_______
age: under 18 over M ail to : Mr. Louis C. Baker

( c i r c le  one) Y0RKT0WN HIGH SCHOOL
Enclose w ith  your check f o r  VaHS 5201 N. 28th S tr e e t  
su p p o rt; 3" X 5 ” card  f o r  VaHS f i l e  ARLINGTON, VA 22207

• • •• • 1 • • • « • • • .
(cu t f o r  your re c o rd s)
P lace s tu b  in  your ta x
f i l e s  f o r  fu tu re  u s e .
C on trib u ted  to  VaHS
Program $
check no. _____
d a te : /  , /1 9mo I d a y ' -------

Use check, money o rd e r 
PLEASE DON’T MAIL CASH

Keep w ith  your p e rso n ­
a l  re co rd s: d o n a tio n s , 
n o n -p ro f it  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n ,  sc ien ce  re sea rch

THANKS FOR YOUR SUP­
PORT FOR VaHS PROGRAM



-  6 -

VaHS EULLETIN No. 85
. . ; ? i

j \ .. ♦ '
The V irg in ia  Youth Conser- 
v a tio n  Corps program i s  a ■ 
w ork-study co n se rv a tio n
ed u ca tio n  and r e c re a t io n  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  those  b e ­
tween ages 15 and 18 .

E n ro llees  a re  p a id  a wage 
(minimum) fo r  30 hours o f 
work p e r week. Each p a r ­
t i c ip a n t  re c e iv e s  10 h r s . 
o f  env ironm enta l educa­
t io n  a week.

The camps a re  sponsored 
by th e  U .S. Forest S erv ice , 
U .S. F ish  & W ild life  S e r­
v ic e , and th e  VA .D ivision 
o f S ta te  P arks, and a re  
h e ld  f o r  7 to  3 weeks, 
June to  A ugust. P ro je c ts  
in c lu d e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f 
n a tu re  t r a i l s ,  builr] 1 ng

PLEASE check th e  b u l l e t i n  
ADDRESS LABEL (below) IS 
IT CORRECT IN ALT. DETAIL?

VA. YOUTH CONSERVATION 
CORPS PROGRAM FOR 1978

fo o t  b r id g e s , r e c re a t io n  
and p ic n ic  a re a  d evelop ­
ment, t r e e  and shrubbery  
p la n t in g ,  lan d  and w ater 
an im al h a b i ta t  im prove­
ment, s tone  w a ll and s te p  
c o n s tru c tio n , s p l i t  r a i l  
and fence r e p a i r s ,  and 
l i t t e r  r e t r i e v a l .

In  1977; th e re  were 15 
n o n -re s id e n t camps (where 
s tu d en ts  l iv e  a t  home and 
commute to  camp weekdays); 
th e re  were 18 r e s id e n t i a l  
camps where s tu d e n ts  l iv e  
in  t e n t s ,  t r a i l e r s ,  lo c a l  
c o lle g e  d o rm ito r ie s , and 
cab ins f o r  th e  7-8  weeks.

A p p lica tio n s  fo r  th e  1978 
program may be o b ta in ed  
by w r it in g  o r  c a l l in g  Mr.

Let th e  e d i to r  know i f . . .
t • • '

th e re  a re  c o r re c t io n s  now 
r a th e r  th a n  l a t e r .  I t ' l l  
save money (p o s ta g e ) , and

M arch-A pril 1978 (wrapper)

F ran k lin  D. K izer,S c ien ce  
S u p e rv iso r ,D e p 't o f Educa­
t io n ,  P .0 . Eox 6Q, R ich­
mond, VA 23216. (Phone): 
80A/786- 2672; o r  R t.# 2 , 
Eox 637; L an cas te r, VA
22503 (tel.)8oV 462-7371.

VaHS co o p era tes  w ith  the  
b io lo g i s t s ,  n a t u r a l i s t s ,  
o r  sc ien ce  te a c h e r  s t a f f  
a t  th e  YCC Camps through 
th e  camp d ir e c to r s  under 
a  p lan  working w ith  some 
success du rin g  th e  p a s t  2 
camping se a so n s .

Reports
on r e p t i l e  and am phibian 
l i f e  observed  appear in  
VaHS BULLETIN when made 
a v a ila b le  by th e  s tu d en t 
p a r t i c ip a n t ,  d i r e c t ly ,  o r 
th rough the  camp d ire c to r .

V t

w i l l  improve th e  f o r th ­
coming VaHS membership 
r o s te r .

VaHS
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