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1958 VHS CELEBRATES ITS THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 198 8

by

F r a n k l i n  J .  T o b e y  
Loud ou n  H e i g h t s ,  Va.

T h i s  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  VHS a a r k s  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  3 0 t h  b i r t h d a y .  T h e  j o b  we 
s t a r t e d  i s  n o t  y e t  c o m p l e t e .

A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  r e p t i l e  l i f e  on  t h e  Lower  P e n i n s u l a  ( b e t w e e n  
t h e  Y ork  an d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r s )  l e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a s t a t e  
h e r p e t o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t y .  The  d e s i r e  f o r  s u c h  a g r o u p  b r o u g h t  
t o g e t h e r  a m a t e u r  h e r p e t o l o g i s t s  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News a n d  
Y o r k t o w n  t o  A r l i n g t o n  a n d  F a i r f a x .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 9 ,  0 .  K i n g  G o o d w i n ,  s e e k i n g  a n  E x p l o r e r  
S c o u t  p r o g r a m ,  t o o k  f i v e  s c o u t s  t o  Y o r k t o w n  t o  V i r g i n i a  
F i s h e r i e s  Lab  t o  h e a r  a s l i d e  t a l k  by  J o h n  T h o r n t o n  Wood, a n  
a s s i s t a n t  b i o l o g i s t .  Wood l a t e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  g r o u p  i n  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  s p e c i m e n s .  
Wood a n d  Goo dwi n  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  g r o u p  t o  t a k e  f i e l d  n o t e s  
a n d  t o  make a c h e c k l i s t  o f  s p e c i m e n s  f o u n d  i n  Y o r k ,  J a m e s  
C i t y ,  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  (now H a m p t o n ) ,  an d  Wa rw ick  (now p a r t  o f  
N e w p o r t  News)  C o u n t i e s .

I n  1 9 5 0 ,  a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 5 1 ,  t h e  G o o d w i n  g r o u p  d i s p l a y e d  
t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  a t  a  s c o u t i n g  e x p o s i t i o n .  The s e c o n d  y e a r  
t h e y  u s e d  a  p r i n t e d  l i s t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  a m p h i b i a n s  a n d  
r e p t i l e s  a s  a  g i v e a w a y  a t  t h e  e x h i b i t .  The  e v e n t  i n s p i r e d  a 
news i t e m  i n  a  s c o u t e r s ' m a g a z i n e  E x p l o r e r s '  Q u a r t e r l y  w h i c h  
was  n o t e d  b y  a n o t h e r  e x p l o r e r  a d v i s e r  i n  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y .  
F r a n k  To be y  r e a d  t h e  i t e m  a n d  w r o t e  t o  G oo dw in  i n  W a r w i c k .  
L a t e r ,  t h e y  m e t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .C .  C o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  i n c o m i n g  
m a i l ,  a n d  v i s i t s  t o  b i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  n e a r b y  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  a n d  c o l l e g e s  l e d  t o  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e  and  t h e  
a c c r e t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  r e p t i l e s  an d  a m p h i b i a n s  
o f  V i r g i n i a .

I n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  on  b o t h  r e p t i l e s  
a n d  a m p h i b i a n s  i n  V i r g i n i a  was  l e a n ,  o f t e n  i n a c c u r a t e ,  o r  
i n c o m p l e t e .  Young m a r r i e d  p e o p l e ,  w o r k i n g  a t  d a i l y  j o b s  i n  
t o w n  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  b r o w s i n g  i n  c o l l e g e  
l i b r a r i e s .  ( C o n a n t ’ s — A F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  t h e  R e p t i l e s  a n d
A m p h i b i a n s  . . . was  t o  b e  o u t  i n  1957 b u t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r
i n  p r i n t  u n t i l  F a l l  1 9 5 8 . )  L a w r e n c e  G i b s o n ,  a  n e i g h b o r ,  
b r o u g h t  T o b e y ’ s a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  W i l d l i f e  m a g a z i n e .

C a t e s b e i a n a  8 ( 2 ) : 2 1 - 2 6 ,  1 98 8 .
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W i l l i a m  L.  W i t t ,  s t u d e n t  i n  A r l i n g t o n ,  c o m b e d  t h e  U . S .  
N a t i o n a l  Mu se um’ s  l i b r a r y  l o o k i n g  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r s  on 
V i r g i n i a  a m p h i b i a n s  a n d  r e p t i l e s .

I n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  a t  h i s  m a g a z i n e  o f f i c e  f r o m  1950 t o  
19 57 ,  F .  J .  T o b e y  s c a n n e d  V i r g i n i a  n e w s p a p e r s  a s  a b u s i n e s s  
r o u t i n e ,  b u t  a l s o  w a t c h e d  f o r  t h e  name s  an d  l o c a t i o n s  o f  
h e r p e t o l o g y  e n t h u s i a s t s .  The R i c h m o n d  T i m e s - D i s p a t c h  p r o v e d  
a  r i c h  s o u r c e  o f  i d e a s  a n d  n a m e s .  A t r i o  w r o t e  t o  i t s  
e d i t o r  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p r o p o s e d  b o u n t y  on  t h e  p o i s o n o u s  
s n a k e s  ( 2 3  J a n .  1 9 5 0 ) .  J o h n  T .  Wo o d ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  a n d  
F r e d e r i c  R. S c o t t ,  R i c h m o n d ,  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  b o u n t y  (2 6  J a n .  
1 9 5 0 ) .  A n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t h r e w  f u e l  t o  t h e  f i r e  by  s u g g e s t i n g  
t h a t  " c o r a l  s n a k e s ” w e r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  V i r g i n i a .  ( T h i s  
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s c a r l e t  s n a k e s  an d  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  m i l k  s n a k e s  
a n d  o t h e r  h a r m l e s s  c o r a l  s n a k e  m i m i c s .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  
V i r g i n i a  c o r a l  s n a k e s  ( E l a p s  f u l v i u s )  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  o t h e r  
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  t o  d a t e . )  " S n a k e s  B i t e  Two 
Y o u t h s  i n  B r y a n  P a r k "  was  a T i m e s - D i s p a t c h  s t o r y  o n  6 
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 5 .  I t  w as  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  e d i t o r i a l  o n  8 
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 5  h e a d e d  " N o b o d y  L o v e s  a S n a k e ! "  By 10  
S e p t e m b e r  a  r e p l y  s a i d :  " S n a k e s  Do H a v e  F r i e n d s ,  A f t e r
A l l . "  The r e p l y ,  by  F .  J .  T o b e y ,  t h e n  l i v i n g  i n  F a i r f a x ,  
n o t e d  t h a t  h a r m l e s s  s n a k e s  p e r f o r m  a v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  b y  
c o n s u m i n g  r o d e n t s  a n d  i n s e c t s ,  e t c .

A t w o - p r o n g e d  s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  name s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  
o f  a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  s t a r t e d .  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  
f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  m i g h t ,  c o n c e i v a b l y ,  
h a v e  some  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  V i r g i n i a n  h e r p e t o f a u n a  , w a s  
o p e n e d .  D o r i s  M. C o c h r a n ,  t h e n  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
r e p t i l e s  an d  a m p h i b i a n s  a t  t h e  U . S .  N a t i o n a l  Museum was  a 
p r i m e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e ;  i . e . ,  
p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r s .  H e r  f r i e n d s h i p  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
e n l i s t e d  i n  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 .  L u n c h t i m e s  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  w e r e  
s o m e t i m e s  s p e n t  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  USNM o r  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Z o o l o g i c a l  P a r k ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  w h e r e  t h e  R e p t i l e  H o u se  
was  t h e  f o c u s  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  M. ( J a c k )  d e P r a t o ,  S e n i o r  
K e e p e r  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e ,  L e s t e r  R a t l i f f ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  
C l i n t w o o d ,  i n  D i c k e n s o n  C o u n t y ,  V a .  , p r o v i d e d  n e w  
p e r s p e c t i v e s .

S e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  a p p e a r  i n  V i r g i n i a  W i l d l i f e  
m a g a z i n e :  E.  A. T a y l o r ’ s " V i r g i n i a  P o i s o n o u s  S n a k e s "  (May
1 9 5 2 ) ,  a n d  " S n a k e s  a n d  S n a k e  V e n o m s "  ( J u l y  1 9 5 6 ) ;  W. L .  
B u r g e r ’ s  " T h e  S t o r m  F r o g s  o f  E a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a "  ( A u g u s t  
1 9 5 7 ) ;  a n d  F .  J .  T o b e y ’ s " H a r m l e s s - - b u t  O f t e n  H e l p f u l - -  
S n a k e s "  ( A p r i l  1 9 5 7 ) .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e  s a i d  n e a r  t h e  
e n d :

" I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  h e r p e t o l o g y  i s  s p r e a d i n g ,  
h e r e  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  we may s o o n  
h a v e  a s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a l l  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  r o u t e d  f o r  c o m p i l a t i o n .  
P r o f e s s i o n a l s  may f i n d  t h i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  m e d i u m  f o r
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d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  
a m a t e u r  e n t h u s i a s t s . "

I n  1957 t h e  " p e n n y  p o s t a l "  was  up  t o  2 c e n t s  ( 15  c e n t s  n o w ) .  
A b o u t  28 a d d r e s s e s  h a d  b e e n  a s s e m b l e d  b y  F a l l  1 9 5 7 .  A 
l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  e a c h  a d d r e s s e e  i n v i t i n g  t hem t o  r e t u r n  
t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o s t c a r d  w i t h  t h e i r  c o r r e c t  name a n d  a d d r e s s  i f  
t h e y  f a v o r e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  s t a r t i n g  a s t a t e  h e r p e t o l o g i c a l  
s o c i e t y .  T w e n t y - f o u r  p o s t c a r d s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d .  A l s o ,  
l e t t e r s  c am e  i n  f r o m  p e o p l e  who  w e r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  V i r g i n i a  W i l d l i f e  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
VHS i n  i t s  J u n e  1958 e d i t i o n .  P h o e b e  H. K n i p l i n g ,  s c i e n c e  
s u p e r v i s o r  o f  A r l i n g t o n  C o u n t y  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  ga ve  t h e  
e m b r yo  s o c i e t y  s p a c e  f o r  a n  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  
S c i e n c e  F a i r  h e l d  a t  F o r t  Ms’e r ,  V a . ,  i n  A p r i l  1 9 5 8 .

T w e n t y - e i g h t  VHS me m ber s  c a r r i e d  t h e  new g r o u p  t h r o u g h  i t s  
f i r s t  f ew  m o n t h s .  F i f t y  mem ber s  an d  f r i e n d s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  a t  C a m p  S h a w o n d a s e e ,  n e a r  
C h e s t e r f i e l d ,  V a . ,  on  18 O c t o b e r  1 95 8 .  T h e y  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  s l a t e  o f  VHS o f f i c e r s .

The b i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  was  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  h a n d  a b o u t  30 
y e a r s  a g o .  M e d i c a l  T r i b u n e ,  a  n a t i o n a l  p a p e r  f o r  d o c t o r s  o f  
m e d i c i n e ,  s a i d :  " S c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l s  w e r e  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  a t
a r a t e  t h a t  made r a b b i t  r e p l i c a t i o n  l o o k  l i k e  a t r e n d  t o w a r d  
e x t i n c t i o n . "  A w a re  o f  t h i s ,  F .  J .  T o b e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
p r o b l e m  w i t h  C h a r l e s  W. S h i l l i n g ,  M . D . ,  B i o l o g i c a l  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  P r o j e c t  d i r e c t o r  a t  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y .  BCP t r i e d  t o  s t e m  t h e  f l o o d  o f  j o u r n a l s .  As a 
r e s u l t  o f  o u r  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  VHS w o u l d  
n o t  go  t h e  " s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l "  r o u t e .  VHS B u l l e t i n  No. 1 
a p p e a r e d  i n  March  1 9 5 8 ,  i n  t h e  m i m e o g r a p h e d  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r m  
f a m i l i a r  t o  VHS mem ber s  u p  . t o  1 9 7 9 .  T h e r e  was  l i t t l e  d a n g e r  
o f  a  f l o o d  o f  c i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  VHS-B i n  t h e  " l i t e r a t u r e . "  
VHS-B was  t h e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  an d  p r o m o t i o n a l  
d e v i c e  w i t h  i n t e r l a c e d  h e r p e t o l o g i c a l  i t e m s .  I t  was  n o t  
u n t i l  VHS-B #45 t h a t  a n y o n e  a p p e a r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  b u l l e t i n  
s e r i o u s l y .  We u r g e d  t h a t  a n y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  VHS-B i n  m em b er -  
g e n e r a t e d  p a p e r s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  b e  s i m p l y  a c i t a t i o n  a s  
" p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n . "

A f t e r  J a m e s  A. P e t e r s ’ n o t e  on  s u b s p e c i e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  VHS 
B u l l e t i n  ( P e t e r s  was  D o r i s  C o c h r a n ’ s s u c c e s s o r  a s  c u r a t o r  a t  
USNM), a  n u m b e r  o f  u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l  z o o l o g i s t s  b e g a n  t o  sh o w  
i n t e r e s t .  R e g r e t f u l l y ,  a  f ew  k e p t  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  i m p r e s s i o n  
( 1 9 5 8 - 5 9 )  o f  VHS a s  a k i n d  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  s c o u t  t r o o p .  
H o l d i n g  VHS m e e t i n g s  on  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  h a s  h a d  a 
b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t '  i n  a l t e r i n g  t h a t  i m a g e .

From 1958  t o  1 9 7 9 ,  p r e c u t  s t e n c i l s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  G e o r g e  
Mason O c c u p a t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  C e n t e r ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  t o  b e  ru n  o f f  
a s  a t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s .  T h e  
t r e a s u r e r  o f  VHS p a i d  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  was  s o l e l y  f o r  p a p e r  
c o s t s .  P o s t a g e ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  w i t h  p r e c a n c e l l e d
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FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE VIRGINIA HERPCTDLOGICAL SOCIETY

NAME 1958 1988

ABELL, Ar thur  J .  (S tudent ) Ar l i ng to n ,  VA Boston,  MA (NPS)
♦APPLEGATE, S. P. ( S t a f f ) Walker Museum, Univ.  o f  Chicago,  IL
♦BAKER, Louis C. (BIOL) Ar l i ng t on ,  VA Ar l i n g to n ,  VA
BROADUS, J .  P. A Family N ok esv i l l e ,  VA (Unknown)

♦BRCWN, R. Clyde (NAT) F i e l d a l e ,  VA F i e l d a l e ,  VA
♦BURGER, W. L es l i e  (BIOL) Wil l i amsburg,  VA (Deceased)
♦CHASE, Joseph (Radio) F ra n k l i n ,  VA (Unknown)
♦COOPER, Um. E. ,  J r .  (BIOL) Richmond, VA (Unknown)
♦CRAIG, C o s t e l l o  M. & Family Bedford,  VA Bedford,  VA
CRAIG, Bryan Bedford,  VA Hardy,  VA
CRAIG, Gera ld Bedford,  VA Bedford,  VA
CRAIG, Mark Bedford,  VA Roanoke, VA

♦CREl/TZ, Alan (S tuden t) McLean, VA I l l i n o i s
♦DeRAGBOT, Roger H. (Co-F) Norfolk ,  VA Washington,  DC
DesCHAMPS, A. J .  (Ranger) C h e s t e r f i e l d ,  VA (Unknown)
DOWD, W. T . ,  J r .  (Adul t ) Por t smou th , VA (Unknown)
DUNKLE, David H. (S t a f f ) Smi thsonian  I n s t i t u t i o n (Unknown)
FERGUSON, Gary W. (S tudent ) Hampton, VA (Unknown)

♦FLYNN, Paul  (Adult ) Cakton,  VA North C a r o l i na
♦GAGNON, Rober t  J .  (Adul t ) E l l e r s o n ,  VA (Deceased)
GAGNON, Wil l iam (S tuden t ) E l l e r s o n ,  VA (Unknown)
GILTZ, Maurice L. (Facu l t y ) Ohio S t a t e  Univ. (Unknown)

♦GOODWIN, 0 .  K. (Co-F) Warwick, VA
♦GREEN, N. Bayard (Facu l t y ) Hunt ington,  WV Hunt ington ,  WV
♦GRITWER, J .  Lear (Assoc.  D i r . ) Na t i ona l  Zool.  Park (Unknown)
HALL, Har lan (S tuden t) McLean, VA (Unknown)

♦HALLINGER, Don (S tudent ) B lacksbu rg , VA G eo lo g i s t ,  SW-USA
♦HANSON, Char les  L. (BIOL) P o r t  C l i n to n ,  OH Arizona
♦HOBBS, Horton H. (Facu l t y ) C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  VA F a l l s  Church,  VA
♦HOFFMAN, Richard L. (Facu l t y ) C l i f t o n  Forge,  VA Radford,  VA
♦HOSTETTER, D. Ralph (Facu l t y ) Har r i sonbu rg ,  VA (Unknown)
♦HUGHES, Roscoe D . , M.D. (Fac . ) Medical  C o l l ,  o f  Va. (Deceased)
♦JOPSON, Harry G. M. (Facu l t y ) Br idgewate r ,  VA Bridgewate r ,  VA
KKki.FR, Wil l iam J .  k  Family F a l l s  Church,  VA (Unknown)

♦KNIPLING, Phoebe H. (Sc i .  Supvr. ) Ar l i ng to n ,  VA Ar l i n g to n ,  VA
♦MASSMAN, Wil l iam H. ( S t a f f ) Va. F i s h e r i e s  Lab. U.S.  D / I , D.C.
MARTIN, W. H. ,  I l l  (S tudent ) Leesburg,  VA Harpers  Fe r r y ,  WV
MARTIN, James R. (Adul t ) Nor fo lk ,  VA Luray,  VA (?)

♦McLaughlin, c o l .  John h . C h r i s t i a n s b u r g , VA OGIF Richmond, VA
MILLSBACK, John A. Ar l i ng t on ,  VA F a l l s  Church,  VA
MILLSBACK, Paul F. Ar l i ng t on ,  VA (Unknown)

♦MYERS, M. & Family Brookneal ,  VA (Unknown)
♦NIXON, B. J .  (Pho tog. ) Hampton, VA (Unknown)
O'KENNON, Capt .  R. J . ,  J r . Hopewel l ,  VA U.S.M.C ( P i l o t )
REED, Clyde F. (Adul t ) Ba l t imore ,  MD Bal t imore ,  MD
RICHMOND, Neil  D. ( S t a f f ) Carneg ie  Mus. /Nat .  H i s t . P i t t s b u r g h ,  PA
RINTELEN, Joseph C. (Facu l t y ) El  Paso,  TX New Mexico
ROSS, Rober t  D. (Facu l t y ) Blacksburg,  VA (Deceased)

24



Tobey

NAME 1958 1988

ROTHMAN, Barry (PHS e d . ) P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  PA (Deceased)
♦SCOTT, F re de r i c  R. (Adul t ) Richmond, VA Richmond, VA
*SHINER, Lt .  J .  W. (USA) For t  Gordon,  GA (Unknown)
SLEDGE, J .  B . , J r .  (Adul t ) Newport News, VA (Unknown)
STEIRLY, C. C . ,  J r .  (FOR) Waverly,  VA Waverly,  VA
TAYLOR, E rnes t  A. (E n g r . ) A lexand r i a ,  VA (Deceased)

*TERBORGH, John (S tuden t) Ar l i ng t on ,  VA (Unknown)
♦TOBEY, F. J . ,  J r .  (Co-F) Qakton,  VA Loudoun Co. , VA
♦TUCK, Rober t  G. j  J r .  (S tudent ) P o i n t - o f -R oc ks , MD F l o r i d a
VASQUEZ, A. W. Ar l i ng t on ,  VA (Unknow)

*WALSH, Mrs. Martha L. (Facu l ty ) Mclean, VA (Unknown)
*WATSON, Rober t  J .  (VSO) A r l i n g t o n ,  VA Ar l i ng ton ,  VA
♦WITT, Wil l iam L. (Co-F) Ar l i ng t on ,  VA F a l l s  Church,  VA
♦WOOD, John T . ,  M.D. (Co-F) B ur k ev i l l e ,  VA V i c t o r i a ,  BC
XANTEN, Wil l iam ( S t a f f ) Nat iona l  Zool .  Park (Unknown)

HONORARY MEMBERS ( 1 9 5 9 )

NAME 1958 1988

♦COCHRAN, Doris  M. (Cura tor )  
OONANT, Roger (D i r ec t o r )  
WEBER, Wal t er  A. (S t a f f )

U.S.  Na t i ona l  Museum 
P h i l a .  Zool .  Gardens 
Na t i ona l  Geographic

(Deceased) 
Albuquerque , NM 
(Unknown)

♦Those marked r e tu rn ed  v o t e f avo r ing  e s t ab l i sh m en t  o f  VHS.

s t a m p s  w as  a t  3 c e n t s .  T e c h n o l o g y  f i n a l l y  o v e r t o o k  t h e  
p r o c e s s .  The m a c h i n e - c o p i e r  w as  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  m i m e o g r a p h  
m a c h i n e .  The o f f s e t  p r o c e s s  w as  t h e  o n l y  r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  
w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  new VHS p u b l i c a t i o n  C a t e s b e i a n a  b e g a n  t o  
a p p e a r .

M e e t i n g s  w e r e  n o t  t h e  r e a l  VHS, a s  we f o u n d  o u t  o v e r  22
y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  P r o v i d i n g  a r o u n d u p  o f  i t e m s  o f
h e r p e t o l o g y  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  w i d e  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  was  t h e  name
o f  t h e  ga me .  M e e t i n g s  w e r e  r a r e l y  o v e r s u b s c r i b e d .  A ny wh e re  
f r o m  10 t o  30 m e m b e r s  s h o w e d .  One  N a t i o n a l  Z o o  m e e t i n g  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r - e n d  h o l i d a y s  n e t t e d  a m e m o r a b l e  75
a t t e n d e e s !  One  VHS s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  an  
O c t o b e r  h u r r i c a n e ;  a n o t h e r  w a s  h e l d  d u r i n g  a  w e e k e n d  i n  
O c t o b e r  1962 c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  Cuban  M i s s i l e  C r i s i s .  A 
h a n d f u l  o f  n e r v o u s  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v i s t s  k e p t  w a t c h  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t  a c t i v i t y  o v e r h e a d .
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VMS T h i r t i e t h  A n n i v e r s a r y

F o u r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  p r o s p e c t i v e  mem ber s  who t h r e w  p a r t l y  e m p t y  
b e e r  c a n s  a b o u t  i n d o o r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  
w e r e  q u i e t l y  d r o p p e d  f r o m  t h e  VHS m a i l i n g  l i s t .  VHS o f f e r e d  
t o  p a y  d a m a g e s  t o  t h e  c a b i n  t h a t  b o r e  t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  
a f t e r - h o u r s  m e l e e ;  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  VHS was  a b s o l v e d .  I n  1964 
o n e  m a l c o n t e n t  a p p e a r e d  a t  a  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  s i t e  
c o n f i d i n g  t h a t  he  came  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  He was  
g i v e n  two h o u r s  t o  c l e a r  t h e  c am p us  o r  b e  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  
g a t e .  He l e f t .  I n  f a i r n e s s ,  i t  m u s t  be  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s ame  
member  a t t e n d e d  a j o i n t  VHS-MdHS zoo  m e e t i n g  a f ew  y e a r s  
l a t e r  s h e e p i s h l y  a d m i t t i n g  t o  n e w f o u n d  m a t u r i t y .

B u r e a u c r a c y :  From t h e  S t a r t  i t  was  a  f i g h t  t o  k e e p  t h e  VHS
b u r e a u c r a c y  t o  a m i n im um.  A l l  mem ber s  w e re  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
VHS. What  t h e y  d i d ,  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  i n  a g r o u p ,  was  p a r t  
o f  t h e  VHS p r o g r a m .  ( S e e  p u r p o s e s . )  At a s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  
i n  1964 t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  v o t e d  t o  be  g u i d e d  by  a b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  c o m p o s e d  o f  f a c u l t y - l e v e l  z o o l o g i s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be  e n m e s h e d  i n  l e n g t h y  b u s i n e s s  s e s s i o n s .  T h e y  
v o t e d  f o r  h e r p e t o l o g y .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  " i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s " - -  
g o s s i p ,  m a y b e ,  b u t  t h e  name o f  t h e  game was h e r p e t o l o g y .

At  m e e t i n g s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  me m be r s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s p i r e d  by  
t h e  VHS s t a t e d  p u r p o s e s  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f f  i n  
o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s :  One a t t e m p t  w o u l d  h a v e  t u r n e d  VHS i n t o  a
" p e t - f a n c i e r s ’ c l u b "  w i t h  t r o p h i e s  f o r  t h e  l o n g e s t  s n a k e  
e x h i b i t e d ,  t h e  h e a l t h i e s t  l i z a r d ,  e t c . ;  t h e  w h o l e  d o g  show 
r o u t i n e !

P u r p o s e s :

1 .  P r o m o t e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  o f  V i r g i n i a ’ s h e r p e t o f a u n a .
2 .  I m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  i n  r e c o r d i n g  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  s p e c i e s  

o f  r e p t i l e s  a n d  a m p h i b i a n s .
3 .  E n c o u r a g e  c o u n t y  s u r v e y s  an d  e x c h a n g e  o f  v e r i f i e d  d a t a .
4 .  B r o a d e n  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ’ s a m p h i b i a n s  an d  r e p t i l e s .
5 .  A id  a c c u r a t e  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t i n g  o f  u n u s u a l  f i n d s .
6 .  B u i l d  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  V i r g i n i a  s p e c i m e n s  f o r  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  u s e .

O n c e  a s k e d  why we d i d n ’ t  n am e  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
S o c i e t y  f o r  S t u d y  o f  A m p h i b i a n s  an d  R e p t i l e s ,  we n o t e d  t h e  
ac ro ny m - - " V A S S A R "  was  a name a l r e a d y  i n  u s e  e l s e w h e r e .

O t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  VHS a p p e a r  i n  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
VHS B u l l e t i n s  ( 1 9 5 8 - 1 9 7 9 ) ,  i n  t h e  1985 b o o k l e t  V i r g i n i a ' s  
A m p h i b i a n s  a n d  R e p t i l e s :  A D i s t r i b u t i o n a l  S u r v e y ,  a n d  a 
t h r e e - r i n g  b i n d e r  o f  VHS h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  r e c e n t l y  
t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  o f  C a t e s b e i a n a .  I t  i s  my 
h o p e  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e r e s t ,  s o m e o n e  w i t h  
mo re  o b j e c t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  a s i m p l e  h i s t o r y  
u s i n g  t h e s e  s o u r c e s .
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A SOUTHWESTERN RANGE EXTENSION IN BEDFORD COUNTY 
FOR THB PEAKS OF OTTER SALAMANDER

by

R o b e r t  A. S .  W r i g h t  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  

P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  R a n g e r  S t a t i o n  
R o u t e  2 ,  Box 163 

B e d f o r d ,  VA 2 4 5 2 3

In  J u l y  1 9 8 7 ,  a w e s t e r n  r a n g e  e x t e n s i o n  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  s a l a m a n d e r  ( P l e t h o d o n  h u b r i c h t i  T h u r o w )  w as  
i n i t i a t e d  a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  Dr .  J o s e p h  C.  M i t c h e l l  who i s  
s t u d y i n g  t h e  h e r p e t o f a u n a  o f  t h e  C o m m o nw ea l t h .  A t e am o f  
P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  r a n g e r s ,  D r .  M i t c h e l l ,  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  
t r a v e r s e d  t h e  l o w e r  s o u t h w e s t e r n  s l o p e s  ( e l e v .  2750  f e e t )  o f  
F l a t  T op  M o u n t a i n ,  w h e r e  we s e a r c h e d  u n d e r  t h e  n u m e r o u s  
r o c k s  a n d  f a l l e n  o a k  an d  h i c k o r y  l o g s .  A f t e r  d i s c a r d i n g  
c a t c h e s  o f  t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  s l i m y  s a l a m a n d e r  ( P l e t h o d o n  
g l u t i n o s u s )  , D r .  M i t c h e l l  u n c o v e r e d  a P.  h u b r i c h t i  b e n e a t h  
an  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  l o o s e  r o c k s .

T h r o u g h o u t  A u g u s t ,  R a n g e r  P a u l a  L e g g e t t  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  
p i c k e d ,  p r o d d e d ,  a n d  p o k ed  u n d e r  do w ne d  l o g s ,  r o c k s ,  a nd  o l d  
d e c a y e d  h e m l o c k  s t u m p s  i n  t h e  r a v i n e s ,  s p r i n g h e a d s ,  a n d  
s h a d y  h o l l o w s  3 . 3 5  a i r  m i l e s  ( 5 . 5  k i l o m e t e r s )  w e s t  o f  F l a t  
Top M o u n t a i n .  We s t a r t e d  o u r  p r o j e c t  a t  P o w e l l  Gap ( e l e v .  
1880  f e e t )  a n d  w o r k e d  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  h e m l o c k  b i r c h  
s l o p e s .  T h e r e  we f o u n d  n u m e r o u s  t a x a  i n c l u d i n g  s l i m y  
( P l e t h o d o n  g l u t i n o s u s ) , r e d - b a c k e d  ( P l e t h o d o n  c i n e r e u s ) , 
r i d g e  a n d  v a l l e y  ( P l e t h o d o n  h o f f m a n i ) ,  n o r t h e r n  d u s k y  
( D e s m o g n a t h u s  f u s c u s ) ,  a n d  n o r t h e r n  t w o - l i n e d  ( E u r y c e a  
b i s l i n e a t a )  s a l a m a n d e r s .

A t  t h i s  P o w e l l  G a p  s i t e ,  we m i s t a k e n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a  
c o l l e c t e d  s p e c i m e n  a s  a j u v e n i l e  P e a k s  s a l a m a n d e r  a n d  w r o t e  
P r o f e s s o r  R i c h a r d  H i g h t o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  o f  
o u r  d i s c o v e r y .  A f i n d  o f  t h e  P e a k s  s a l a m a n d e r  s o  f a r  s o u t h  
o f  S h a r p  Top M o u n t a i n  an d  a t  s u c h  a  " l o w "  a l t i t u d e  was  m e t  
by  P r o f e s s o r  H i g h t o n  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  s k e p t i c i s m .  H i s  
d o u b t s  w e r e  w e l l  f o u n d e d  a s  t h e  s p e c i m e n  u p o n  c l o s e r  
i n s p e c t i o n  was  f o u n d  t o  b e  a  r a t h e r  d a r k  r i d g e  a n d  v a l l e y  
s a l a m a n d e r  w i t h  o n l y  21 c o s t a l  g r o o v e s .

A f t e r  f u r t h e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  P o w e l l  Gap a r e a  
an d  a l o n g  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  M c F a l l s  C r e e k ,  we moved s o u t h e a s t  
a n d  on  a n o r t h e a s t e r n  e x p o s u r e  n e a r  t h e  P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  
c a m p g r o u n d  ( e l e v .  24 40  f e e t )  o u r  p r o j e c t  m e t  w i t h  s u c c e s s .  
T h e r e  i n  a s h a d y  h e m l o c k - b i r c h  a s s o c i a t i o n  a b o v e  L i t t l e
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P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  S a l a n a n d e r

S t o n y  C r e e k ,  I c o l l e c t e d  two s p e c i m e n s  o f  t h e  P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  
s a l a m a n d e r .

The  s p e c i m e n s ,  a  j u v e n i l e  m e a s u r i n g  31 mm ( S - V ;  t a i l  was  22 
mm) a n d  a s u b a d u l t  o f  46 mm ( t o t a l  l e n g t h )  h a v e  b e e n  
v e r i f i e d  by  C h r i s  P a g u e .  The  s p e c i m e n s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n a t e d  t o  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  v i a  t h e  M i t c h e l l -  
P a g u e  c o l l e c t i o n .  The  s p e c i m e n  l a b e l  r e a d s :

40 m e t e r s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  R o u t e  43 an d  t h e  
P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  p i c n i c  g r o u n d s  e n t r a n c e  o n  a s t e e p  
h e m l o c k - b i r c h  s l o p e  u n d e r  d e c a y e d  h e m l o c k  l o g ,  29  
A u g u s t  1 9 87 ,  R o b e r t  A. S .  W r i g h t  l e g .

T h i s  new f i n d  e x t e n d s  t h e  w e s t e r n m o s t  c o l l e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  f o r  
P l e t h o d o n  h u b r i c h t i  some 1 . 4  a i r  m i l e s  ( 2 . 2  k i l o m e t e r s )  f r o m  
i t s  known  h a b i t a t  on  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  F l a t  T o p  M o u n t a i n .  
F u r t h e r  i n t e n s i v e  s e a r c h e s  i n  s i m i l a r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a r e a  m a y  u n c o v e r  o t h e r  i s o l a t e d  a n d  l o c a l  
p o p u l a t i o n s .  S i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t s  c o v e r i n g  
t h e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
b e e n  a l t e r e d  by p i o n e e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  f i e l d w o r k  
s h o u l d  be  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  l e a s t  d i s t u r b e d  h i g h - e l e v a t i o n  
w o o d s .  The  f o l l o w i n g  h e r b a c e o u s  v e g e t a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
m o s t  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s u c h  w o o d s :  A n g e l i c a  t r i q u i n a t a  ( h a i r y
a n g e l i c a ) ,  S a n i c u l a  t r i f o l i a t a  ( t h r e e - l e a v e d  s n a k e r o o t ) ,  
R i b e s  r o t v n d i f o l i u m  ( g o o s e b e r r y ) ,  a n d  H y b a n t h u s  c o n c o l o r  
( g r e e n  v i o l e t ) .
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PROPOSED LIST  OF AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF SPBCIAL CONCERN
IN VIRGINIA

r

by

J o s e p h  C.  M i t c h e l l
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B i o l o g y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R i c hm ond  

R i c h m o n d ,  VA 23173

On A p r i l  2 8 - 2 9 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  w i l l  s p o n s o r  a
sy m p o s iu m  on e n d a n g e r e d  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
I am t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  a m p h i b i a n s  a n d  
r e p t i l e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  a r e  t h o s e  s p e c i e s  we w i l l  be  
c o n s i d e r i n g  f o r  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  ( 1 )  e n d a n g e r e d ,  ( 2 )  
t h r e a t e n e d ,  ( 3 )  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  ( 4 )  s t a t u s  
u n d e t e r m i n e d .  I n e e d  i n p u t  f r om  a n y o n e  who h a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on  a n y  o f  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  
t h r e a t s  t o  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  h a b i t a t s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  P l e a s e  
s e n d  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  me by J a n u a r y  1,  1989 .

F e d e r a l  B n d a n g e r e d  a n d  T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s

C a r e t t a  c a r e t t a  ............................................
C h e l o n i a  m yd a s  m y d a s  ..............................
E r t e m o c h e l y s  i m b r i c a t a

i m b r i c a t a  ......................................................
L e p i d o c h e l y s  k e m p i  ...................................
D e r m o c h e l y s  c o r i a c e a  c o r i a c e a  . . .

L o g g e r h e a d  S e a  T u r t l e  
A t l a n t i c  G r e e n  T u r t l e

A t l a n t i c  H a w k s b i l l  
Kemp’ s R i d l e y  
L e a t h e r b a c k

S t a t e  B n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  ( O c t o b e r  1,  1 9 8 7 )

A m b y s to m a  t i g r i n u m  t i g r i n u m
P l e t h o d o n  S h e n a n d o a h  ..............
C le m my s  m u h l e n b e r g i i  .............. ..
D e i r o c h e l y a  r e t i c u l a r i s

r e t i c u l a r i s  ................................. ..

T i g e r  S a l a m a n d e r  
S h e n a n d o a h  S a l a m a n d e r  
Bog T u r t l e

E a s t e r n  C h i c k e n  T u r t l e

P r o p o s e d  S t a t e  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s

C r o t a l u s  h o r r i d u s
a t r i c a u d a t u s  ..............................................  C a n e b r a k e  R a t t l e s n a k e

P r o p o s e d  S t a t e  T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s

A m by s to m a
A m b y s to m a

m a b ee i  . . . .  
t a l p o i d e u m
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A m p h i b i a n s  an d  R e p t i l e s  o f  S p e c i a l  C o n c e r n  i n  V i r g i n i a

B u f o  q u e r c i c u s  ...........
Clem mys  i n s c u l p t a  . . 
O p h i s a u r u s  v e n t r a l  i s

Oak Toad
Wood T u r t l e
E a s t e r n  G l a s s  L i z a r d

P r o p o s e d  S t a t e  S p e c i e s  o f  S p e c i a l  C o n c e r n

L e u r o g n a t h u s  m a r m o r a t u s  ......................
C r y p t o b r a n c h u s  a l l e g a n i e n s i s

a l l e g a n i e n s i s  ............................................
D e s m o g n a t h u s  u r i g h t i  ..............................
P l e t h o d o n  h u b r i c h t i  .................................
P l e t h o d o n  k e n t u c k i  ....................................
P l e t h o d o n  p u n c t a t u s  .................................
P l e t h o d o n  w e l l e r i  ......................................
S t e r e o c h i l u s  m a r g i n a t u s  ......................
H y la  g r a t i o s a  .................................................
P s e u d a c r i s  o c u l a r i s  .................................
P s e u d a c r i s  t r i s e r i a t a  k a l m i  ...........
Rana v i r g a t i p e s  ............................................
M a l a c l e m y s  t e r r a p i n  t e r r a p i n  . . . .

L a m p r o p e l t i s  t r i a n g u l u m
e l a p s o i d e s  ....................................................

O p h e o d r y s  a e s t i v u s  c o n a n t i  ..............

V i r g i n i a  v a l e r i a e  p u l c h r a  .................

S h o v e l n o s e  S a l a m a n d e r

H e l l b e n d e r  
P igmy  S a l a m a n d e r  
P e a k s  o f  O t t e r  S a l a m a n d e r  
K e n t u c k y  S a l a m a n d e r  
Cow Knob S a l a m a n d e r  
W e l l e r ’ s S a l a m a n d e r  
M a n y - l i n e d  S a l a m a n d e r  
B a r k i n g  T r e e f r o g  
L i t t l e  G r a s s  F r o g  
New J e r s e y  C h o r u s  F r o g  
C a r p e n t e r  F r o g  
N o r t h e r n  D i a m o n d b a c k  

T e r r a p i n

S c a r l e t  K in g  S n a k e  
B a r r i e r  I s l a n d  Rough  G r e e n  

S n a k e
M o u n t a i n  E a r t h  S n a k e

P r o p o s e d  S t a t e  S t a t u s  U n d e t e r m i n e d  S p e c i e s

N e c t u r u s  m a c u l o s u s  m a c u l o s u s  . . . . 
N e c t u r u s  p u n c t a t u s  p u n c t a t u s  . . . .
P l e t h o d o n  d o r s a l i s  d o r s a l i s  ...........
S i r e n  i n t e r m e d i a  i n t e r m e d i a  ...........
S i r e n  l a c e r t i n a  ............................................
G r a p t e m y s  g e o g r a p h i e s  ...........................
S t e r n o t h e r u s  m i n o r  p e l t i f e r  ...........
T r a c h e m y s  s c r i p t s  t r o o s t i i  ..............
T r i o n y x  s p i n i f e r u s  s p i n i f e r u s  . . .  
E u m e c e s  a n t h r a c i n u s

a n t h r a c i n u s  .................................................
L a m p r o p e l t i s  g e t u l u s  n i g e r  ..............
O p h e o d r y s  v e r n a l  i s  v e r n a l i s ...........
Pi  t u o p h i s  m e l a n o l e u c u s

m e l a n o l e u c u s  ..............................................
R e g i n a  r i g i d a  .................................................
T a n t i l l a  c o r o n a t a  ......................................

Mudpuppy
D w ar f  W a t e r d o g
E a s t e r n  Z i g z a g  S a l a m a n d e r
E a s t e r n  L e s s e r  S i r e n
G r e a t e r  S i r e n
Map T u r t l e
S t r i p e n e c k  Musk T u r t l e  
C u m b e r l a n d  S l i d e r  
E a s t e r n  S p i n y  S o f t s h e l l

N o r t h e r n  C o a l  S k i n k
B l a c k  K i n g s n a k e
E a s t e r n  S m o o t h  G r e e n  S n a k e

N o r t h e r n  P i n e  S n a k e  
G l o s s y  C r a y f i s h  S n a k e  
S o u t h e a s t e r n  C ro w n e d  S n a k e
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FIELD NOTES

O p b i s a u r u s  v e n t r a l i a  ( E a s t e r n  G l a s s  L i z a r d ) :  V i r g i n i a  Beach
( f o r m e r l y  P r i n c e s s  A nn e  C o u n t y ) ,  F a l s e  C a p e  S t a t e  P a r k .  
May 1 9 8 7 .  D. S c h w a b . - - S p e c i m e n s  c o l l e c t e d  on May 12 a n d  May 
2 3 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  c a p t i v i t y  i n  a  1 0 - g a l l o n
a q u a r i u m  w i t h  s h e l t e r  box  an d  a w a t e r  b o w l .  On 23 J u n e  
19 88 ,  s i x  e g g s  w e r e  f o u n d  a r o u n d  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  
b o w l ,  a n d  a f t e r  m e a s u r e m e n t  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  a  p l a s t i c  s h o e  
b o x  w i t h  p e a t  m o s s  a s  a s u b s t r a t e .  A f t e r  a  w e e k  t h e  
a p p a r e n t l y  i n f e r t i l e  e g g s  d e v e l o p e d  a n  o d o r  o f  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  
a n d  w e r e  r e m o v e d  f r om  t h e  box ( t h r e e  w e r e  p r e s e r v e d ) .  On 12 
J u l y  1988 a n o t h e r  egg  was  f o u n d  an d  p l a c e d  i n  p e a t  m o s s  as  
b e f o r e .  T h i s  e g g  a l s o  d e c o m p o s e d .  I t  i s  n o t  known w h ic h  
l i z a r d  l a i d  t h e  e g g s ,  o r  w h e t h e r  b o t h  w e r e  i n v o l v e d .  Egg 
m e a s u r e m e n t s  ( i n  m i l l i m e t e r s )  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

23 JUNE 12 JULY

2 1 . 6 X 1 3 . 1 2 1 . 4 X 1 3 .1 2 2 . 3  x 13 .4

2 0 . 9 X 1 3 . 0 2 1 . 3 X 1 3 . 3

2 1 . 5 X 1 2 . 9 2 1 . 4 X 1 3 . 0

Don Sch w ab
V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Game an d  I n l a n d  F i s h e r i e s  
P . 0 .  Box 847 
S u f f o l k ,  VA 2343 4

T b a m n o p b i a  a i r t a l i s  a i r t a l i a  ( E a s t e r n  G a r t e r  S n a k e  ) :  C i t y
o f  R i c h m o n d ,  60 0  m N o f  Va.  R t . 161 ( B o u l e v a r d )  B r i d g e  on
s o u t h e r n  s h o r e  o f  J a m e s  R i v e r .  1 J u n e  1 9 8 6  . R.  A .  S .  
W r i g h t . — A c a p t i v e  f e m a l e  g a r t e r  s n a k e  f r o m  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  
g a v e  b i r t h  t o  21 you ng  on  22 J u n e  1 98 6 ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  t a k i n g  
a b o u t  n i n e  m i n u t e s .  F o u r  h o u r s  l a t e r  a l l  21 w e r e  
a n e s t h e t i z e d  w i t h  a c h l o r o f o r m  m i s t  t o  p e r m i t  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  
t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  mean t o t a l  l e n g t h  = 1 7 4 . 3  + 1 . 3
mm; mean s n o u t - v e n t  l e n g t h  = 1 3 7 . 8  + 0 . 8  mm; mean t a i l
l e n g t h  -  3 5 . 8  + 1 . 4  mm. T he  t o t a l  l e n g t h  t h u s  a g r e e s
c l o s e l y  w i t h  a  v a l u e  o f  175 mm f o r  n e o n a t e s  c i t e d  by M a r t o f  
e t  a l . ( 1 9 8 0 .  A m p h i b i a n s  an d  R e p t i l e s  o f  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  and
V i r g i n i a .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  
NC. 236 p p . ) ,  b u t  i s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  l e n g t h s  
o f  1 3 4 - 1 6 7  mm f o r  n e w b o r n  g a r t e r  s n a k e s  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  g i v e n  by  Wood a n d  W i l k i n s o n  ( 1 9 5 2 .  V a . J o u r n .  S c i .
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F i e l d  N o t e s

3 ( 3 ) : 2 0 2 - 2 0 5 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e  y o u n g  s n a k e s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b e i n g  m e a s u r e d .

R o b e r t  A. S .  W r i g h t
B i o l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  C o n s o r t i u m  
5204 R i v e r s i d e  D r i v e  
R ic h m o n d ,  VA 2 32 2 5

C o l u b e r  c o n s t r i c t o r  c o n s t r i c t o r  ( N o r t h e r n  B l a c k  R a c e r ) :  
S u f f o l k  ( f o r m e r l y  Na nse mo nd  C o u n t y ) ,  The  G r e a t  D i s m a l  Swamp 
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  L y n n  D i t c h  R o a d ,  15 m S o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  J e r i c h o  D i t c h .  8 J u n e  1 9 8 8 .  D. S ch w ab  
an d  R.  M. R e e l ,  J r . - - T w o  b l a c k  r a c e r s  w e r e  s e e n  e n t w i n e d  an d  
m o t i o n l e s s ,  w i t h  a t h i r d  o f  t h e i r  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o n  t h e  r o a d  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  
i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o u r  v e h i c l e .  A f t e r  
on e  o r  two m i n u t e s  t h e  s n a k e s  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  moved  b a c k  i n t o  
t h e  v e g e t a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  was  c a p t u r e d  a n d  t h e i r  s e x e s  a r e  
u n kn o w n ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m a t i n g .

Don Sch w ab
V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Game a n d  I n l a n d  F i s h e r i e s  
P . 0 .  Box 847 
S u f f o l k  VA 2343 4

L a a p r o p e l t i s  g e t u l u a  n i g e r  ( B l a c k  K i n g s n a k e ) :  S c o t t  C o u n t y ,
3 . 3  m S o f  M e n d o t a  o n  Va .  R t .  6 1 5 .  30 J u l y  1 9 8 8 .  R.  L.
H o f f m a n . - - A n  a d u l t  s p e c i m e n  ( a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t  l o n g )  w a s  
f o u n d  DOR on  R t .  615  i n  a  d e e p  s t e e p - s i d e d  r a v i n e  f o r e s t e d  
w i t h  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  m i x e d  h a r d w o o d s .  T h i s  l o c a l i t y  i s  t h e  
e a s t e r n m o s t  known  i n  V i r g i n i a  f o r  t h i s  s u b s p e c i e s ,  a n d  i s  
l e s s  t h a n  a  h a l f - m i l e  w e s t  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y  l i n e  
( a n d  o n l y  a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  B r i s t o l ) .  T h e  B l a c k  
K i n g s n a k e  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  Rye Cove i n  w e s t e r n  S c o t t  
C o u n t y  ( C r o y ,  S .  1 9 8 4 .  F i e l d  n o t e s :  L a a p r o p e l t i s  g e t u l u s  
n i g e r . C a t e s b e i a n a  4 ( 1 ) : 1 2 ) ,  s o  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e c o r d  i s  
n e g l i g i b l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  l i n e a r  r a n g e  e x t e n s i o n  ( a b o u t  20  
m i l e s  e a s t w a r d )  b u t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
s p e c i e s  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  C l i n c h  M o u n t a i n  a n d  i n  r a i s i n g  
t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  i t  may b e  f o u n d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p a r t s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y .  D e s p i t e  h a v i n g  b e e n  k i l l e d  on 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a n d  r u n  o v e r  r e p e a t e d l y ,  t h e  
s p e c i m e n  c o u l d  b e  s a l v a g e d  a s  a s k i n  w i t h  h e a d  a n d  t a i l  
a t t a c h e d  a n d  h a s  b e e n  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  M i t c h e l l - P a g u e  s t u d y  
c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R i c h m o n d .

R i c h a r d  L.  H o f f m a n  
R a d f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
R a d f o r d ,  VA 2 41 42
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C b e l y d r a  s e r p e n t i n a  s e r p e n t i n a  ( C o u o n  S n a p p i n g  T u r t l e ) :  
S u f f o l k  ( f o r m e r l y  N a n a e i o n d  C o u n t y ) ,  The G r e a t  D i s m a l  Swamp 
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  L y n n  D i t c h  R o a d ,  1 km S o f
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  J e r i c h o  D i t c h  R o a d .  8 J u n e  1 9 8 8 .  D .
Sc hw ab  a n d  R.  M. K e e l ,  J r . - - T w o  t u r t l e s  o f  a b o u t  e q u a l  s i z e
w e re  o b s e r v e d  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  m i n u t e s  b i t i n g  a n d  c l a w i n g  
e a c h  o t h e r  i n  Lynn D i t c h .  Wounds w e r e  n o t e d  on t h e  n o s e  o f  
on e  a n i m a l  a n d  on t h e  n e c k  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  p e r i o d  t h e  t u r t l e s  f a c e d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
c i r c l e d ,  an d  t r i e d  t o  b i t e  t h e  o t h e r ' s  h e a d  o r  n e c k ,  a n d
e a c h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  m oun t  t h e  o t h e r  on  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  
W h e t h e r  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  w a s  o f  t w o  m a l e s  i n  c o m b a t  o r  
h e t e r o s e x u a l  c o u r t i n g  i s  u nkn ow n  a s  t h e  s p e c i m e n s  w e r e  n o t  
c a p t u r e d  f o r  s e x i n g .  A t  n o  t i m e  w as  c o p u l a t i o n  s e e n .  
H o w e v e r ,  c o p u l a t i o n  by  two  s p e c i m e n s  was s e e n  by D. S ch w ab  
an d  M. C a n a d a  i n  Lynn  D i t c h ,  250 m S o f  B a d g e r  D i t c h  R o a d ,  
on  30 M a r c h  1 9 7 7 ,  a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  [ e d i t e d ]  
f i e l d  n o t e s  by  S c h w a b :  "T i m e  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  was a b o u t  160 0
h r s - - a  p a i r  was  s e e n  c o p u l a t i n g  on  s u r f a c e  i n  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
d i t c h - - M i k e  C a n a d a  a n d  I w a t c h e d  f o r  a b o u t  15 m i n u t e s  d u r i n g  
w h i c h  t i m e  t h e y  b r o k e  a n d  r e u n i t e d  t h r e e  t i m e s - - l s t  o b s e r v e d  
i n  a  p l a s t r o n  t o  p l a s t r o n  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  o n e  b i t i n g  t h e  n e c k  
o f  t h e  o t h e r - - 2 n d  p o s i t i o n  ( a n d  3 r d )  w a s  a  c a r a p a c e  t o  
p l a s t r o n - - t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e d u r e  i s  v e r y  b r u t a l  w i t h  b o t h  
a n i m a l s  s h o w i n g  s i g n s  o f  e x h a u s t i o n  an d  m u l t i p l e  s c r a t c h e s  
a nd  b i t e s  on  h e a d  a n d  n e c k - - b o t h  w e r e  a b o u t  30 cm l o n g - -  
t h e i r  l o u d  b r e a t h i n g  was e a s y  t o  h e a r  when e i t h e r / b o t h  o f  
t h e i r  h e a d s  w e r e  a b o v e  t h e  s u r f a c e - - l o u d  n o i s e s  f r o m  j a w s  
an d  c l a w s  w e r e  v e r y  e v i d e n t - - f e m a l e  ( ? )  s e em ed  t o  wan t  t o  
e s c a p e — h o w e v e r  was  c h a s e d  a n d  c a u g h t  a f t e r  e a c h  a t t e m p t . ”

Don Sch wa b
P . 0 .  Box 847 
S u f f o l k ,  VA 23434
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COMMUNAL NBSTING OF TWO SPECIBS OF BUMBCES
by

D a v i d  A. Young
1832 McDowel l  Bd.
N o r f o l k ,  VA 235 18

W h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  a m p h i b i a n s  an d  r e p t i l e s  o f  
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  F o r e s t  P a r k  ( P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  C o . ,  V i r g i n i a )  on 
5 J u l y  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  o f  o u r  g r o u p  u n c o v e r e d  a n  
uncommon communa l  n e s t  o f  two  s p e c i e s  o f  E u m e c e s .  J .  C.  
M i t c h e l l  o v e r t u r n e d  a l o g  a d j a c e n t  t o  a t r a i l  i n  an  e c o t o n a l  
woods  a l o n g  t h e  S o u t h  B r a n c h  o f  Q u a n t i c o  C r e e k .  U n d e r  t h e  
l o g  was a . f e m a l e  E u m e c e s  l a t i c e p s  a n d  a f e m a l e  E.  f a s c i a t u s , 
b o t h  g u a r d i n g  a  m i x e d  c l u s t e r  o f  e g g s .  The  e g g s  w e r e  e a s i l y  
s o r t e d  by s i z e  a s  t h e  E.  l a t i c e p s  e g g s  w e r e  l a r g e r .

The  r o t t i n g  l o g  was  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  0 . 3  m x 2 m. The  e g g s  
w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  l o g  a n d  w i t h i n  a  m i x t u r e  o f  s a n d  a n d  r o t t e n  
wood .  The  e x c a v a t i o n  was  10 cm d i a m e t e r  w i t h  some o f  t h e  
e g g s  2 . 5  cm w i t h i n  t h e  s u b s t r a t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  12 e g g s  o f  E.  
l a t i c e p s  a n d  13 e g g s  o f  E.  f a s c i a t u s .

T he  l o c a t i o n  o f  E u m e c e s  n e s t s  i s  common i n  t h e  summer  a n d  I 
h a v e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o u n d  a s  many a s  t h r e e  c l u t c h e s  a d j a c e n t  
o r  m i xe d  an d  w i t h  a t t e n d i n g  f e m a l e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
two  s p e c i e s  w e re  f o u n d  t o g e t h e r .

O t h e r  member s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  p a r t y  w e r e !  C.  A. P a g u e , J .  C. 
M i t c h e l l ,  G. R. Z u g , P .  Z u g , K. A d l e r ,  I .  D a r e v s k y ,  a n d  N. 
A n a n j e v a .  I am g r a t e f u l  t o  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  F o r e s t  P a r k  f o r  
a l l o w i n g  t h i s  s u r v e y  w h i c h  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  C.  
A. P a g u e  f r o m  t h e  V i r g i n i a  N a t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  P r o g r a m .

C a t e s b e i a n a  8 ( 2 ) : 3 4 ,  1988
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NEWS AND NOTES

R u s s i a n  H e r p e t o l o g i s t s  V i s i t  V i r g i n i a

On 5 J u l y  1988 t h r e e  mem ber s  o f  t h e  VHS h o s t e d  a  f i e l d  t r i p  
f o r  tw o  l e a d i n g  R u s s i a n  h e r p e t o l o g i s t s  who w e r e  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  on  a t h r e e - w e e k  v i s i t .  T h e i r  p r i m a r y  g o a l  was  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  h e r p e t o l o g y  m e e t i n g s  i n  Ann A r b o r ,  
M i c h i g a n ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  s e v e r a l  
c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  e a s t .  D r .  I l y a  S .  D a r e v s k y  a n d  D r .  
N a t a l i y a  B. A n a n j e v a  ( o f  t h e  U . S . S . R .  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  
L e n i n g r a d )  w e r e  g u e s t s  o f  D r .  K r a i g  A d l e r  ( C o r n e l l  
U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  D r .  G e o r g e  R. Zug ( S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ) ,  
a n d  P a t  Zug i n  W a s h i n g t o n  d u r i n g  4 - 6  J u l y .  J o s e p h  C .  
M i t c h e l l ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  A. P a g u e ,  a n d  D a v i d  A. Young l e d  t h e  
f i e l d  t r i p  i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  F o r e s t  P a r k ,  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
C o u n t y .  We h a d  b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  
h e r p e t o f a u n a  o f  t h i s  f e d e r a l  p a r k  f o r  t h e  N a t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  
P r o g r a m  a n d  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  c o l l e c t i n g  s i t e s .  
The p a r t y  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  a r r i v e d  a b o u t  1030  h r  a n d  s p e n t  
a b o u t  t h r e e  h o u r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  w e a t h e r  was  
h o t  a n d  d r y ,  s u c c e s s  was  b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i e s  w e r e  c a u g h t :  A c  r i s  c r e p i t a n s
( n o r t h e r n  c r i c k e t  f r o g ) ,  Rana  p a l u s t r i s  ( p i c k e r e l  f r o g ) ,  
Ra na  c l a m i t a n s  ( g r e e n  f r o g ) ,  E u m e c e s  f a s c i a t u s  ( e a s t e r n  
f i v e - l i n e d  s k i n k ) ,  E u m e c e s  l a t i c e p s  ( b r o a d h e a d  s k i n k ) ,  
S c e l o p o r u s  u n d u l a t u s  ( f e n c e  l i z a r d ) ,  C a r p h o p h i s  a m o e n u s  
(worm s n a k e ) ,  D i a d o p h i s  p u n c t a t u s  ( n o r t h e r n  r i n g n e c k  s n a k e ) ,  
E l a p h e  o b s o l e t a  ( b l a c k  r a t  s n a k e ) ,  a n d  A g k  i  s t r o d o n  
c o n t o r t r i x  ( n o r t h e r n  c o p p e r h e a d ) .  D r .  D a r e v s k y  was  c l e a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s n a k e s ,  a s  h e  p o u n c e d  on e a c h  o f  t h e  s p e c i m e n s  
o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  He t o o k  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  p i n n i n g  
and  h o l d i n g  h i s  f i r s t  c o p p e r h e a d .  D r .  A n a n j e v a  was m o r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i z a r d s  a n d  was  q u i c k  t o  c a t c h  s k i n k s  b r o o d i n g  
e g g s  a n d  a  f e n c e  l i z a r d  o n  a  c e d a r  t r e e .  A l l  o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s  e n j o y e d  by o u r  
R u s s i a n  f r i e n d s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  c a u g h t  t h a t  d a y
w e re  t h e  f i r s t  v o u c h e r s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p a r k .

D e s p i t e  t h e  s h o r t  t r i p ,  we a l l  r e m a r k e d  how much f u n  we h a d  
h a d  a n d  how n i c e  i t  w as  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t o  h a v e  t h i s  
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  We l e a r n e d  l a t e r  f r om  A d l e r  a n d  
Zug t h a t  D r .  D a r e v s k y  a n d  D r .  A n a n j e v a  s a i d  t h e  f i e l d  t r i p  
was o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  v i s i t .

J o s e p h  C.  M i t c h e l l  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B i o l o g y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R i c h m o n d  
R i c h m o n d ,  VA 2317 3
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3911 VICTORIA LN 
MIDLOTHIAN VA 231 13

JAMES A FOWLER 
CRANBROOK INST OF SCI 
500 LONE PINE RD BOX 801 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS MI 48 01 3

ROBERT GLASGOW 
108 FLINT AVE 
HARRISONBURG VA 22801

EUGENE V GOURLEY 
DEPT OF BIOL 
RADFORD UNIV 
RADFORD VA 2414 2

CHARLES C GREEN 
1803 ELMSMERE AVE 
RICHMOND VA 2 3 2 2 7

ROBERT LEE GUILLAUDEU MD FACP 
67 12  DEAN DR 
MCLEAN VA 22101

REID N HARRIS 
DEPT OF ZOOL 
DUKE UNIV 
DURHAM NC 2 7 706

WILL HENDERSON 
11430  JEFFERSON AVE 
APT #1 10
NEWPORT NEWS VA 23601

RICHARD L HOFFMAN 
DEPT OF BIOL 
RADFORD UNIV 
RADFORD VA 2 4 1 4 2

BOB/PATTY/KELLY/BRYAN HOGAN 
BRITISH WOODS 
RT 11 BOX 203 
ROANOKE VA 240 1 9

CHARLES S HOOPER I I I  
P . O .  BOX 523 
CREWE VA 23930

PAT IRELAND
885 MOUNTAIN VIEW DR
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073

PETER J  JACOBSON 
DEPT OF BIOL 
VA TECH
BLACKSBURG VA 24061

JEFF KING
10033  CLEARFIELD AVE 
VIENNA VA 2218 0

LEARNING RESOURCES CTR 
LORD FAIRFAX COMM COLL 
P . O .  BOX 47 
MIDDLETOWN VA 226 45

RICHARD/JANET/STACEY LINGER 
RT 1 BOX 272 -A  
GLOUCESTER VA 23061

KENNETH T MARKLEY 
P . O .  BOX 222 
BREAKS VA 24607
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W H (MARTY) MARTIN I I I
RT 3 BOX 804
HARPERS FERRY WV 254 25

MICHAEL T/FRANCES K MENGAK 
BOX 2692 
FERRUM COLL 
FERRUM VA 240 88

DONALD A MERKLE 
DEPT OF NAT SCI 
LONGWOOD COLL 
FARMVILLE VA 23901

JACKIE R MERKT 
480 WINDEMERE RD 
NEWPORT NEWS VA 236 02

GEORGE MERRIKEN 
342 NANSEMOND ST SE 
LEESBURG VA 2207 5

JOSEPH C MITCHELL 
DEPT OF BIOL 
UNIV OF RICHMOND 
RICHMOND VA 2 3 173

WENDY H MITCHELL 
9404  DERBYSHIRE RD 
RICHMOND VA 23 229

JAMES J  MURRAY 
DEPT OF BIOL 
UNIV OF VIRGINIA 
CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 22901

CHARLES NEAL 
DEPT OF BIOL 
RADFORD UNIV 
RADFORD VA 24142

NEAL S NELSON DVM 
MARGIT NELSON MD 
8102  ASHTON BIRCH DR 
SPRINGFIELD VA 221 52

MITCHELL D NORMAN 
500 HINTON AVE 
CHESAPEAKE VA 233 23

DOUGLAS W OGLE 
RT 2 BOX 243 
MEADOWVIEW VA 24361

JAMES A ORGAN 
734 RUTLAND AVE 
TEANECK NJ 0 76 6 6

CHARLES H OWENS 
VA HIGHLANDS COMM COLL 
BOX 828
ABINGDON VA 2 4 210

THOMAS M PADGETT 
P .O .  BOX 6643  
CHESAPEAKE VA 23 32 3

CHRISTOPHER A PAGUE 
DEPT OF BIOL SCI 
OLD DOMINION UNIV 
NORFOLK VA 23 5 08

ANNA E PLATZ 
513 GARDINER RD 
RICHMOND VA 232 29

CHRIS PRITCHETT 
201 INRONWOOD LN 
FREDERICKSBURG VA 22401

LIBRARY SERIALS UNIT 
RADFORD UNIV 
RADFORD VA 2414 2

LYNDA RICHARDSON 
P . O .  BOX 8296 
RICHMOND VA 232 26

JOHN J  RYAN 
60 AVOCADO ST 
OTTAWA ONTARIO 
K1V 9C6 CANADA

EUGENE/CAROLYN SABOL 
UTOPIA FARM 
P . O .  BOX 1195 
LEESBURG VA 22 0 75
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NORMAN P ST MARTIN I I  
5244  NORTH LAKE RD 
VIRGINIA BEACH VA 23455

PAUL SATTLER
DEPT OF BIOL LIBERTY UNIV 
P . O .  BOX 2 0 , 0 0 0  
LYNCHBURG VA 245 06

NANCY SAUNDERS 
IB WALLS BRANCH RD 
BLACKSBURG VA 2 4 06 0

ALAN H SAVITZKY 
DEPT OF BIOL SCI 
OLD DOMINION UNIV 
NORFOLK VA 23508

DON SCHWAB
VA COMM OF GAME/INL FISHERIES 
P . O .  BOX 847 
SUFFOLK VA 23234

PHILLIP  C SHELTON 
CLINCH VALLEY COLL OF UVA 
COLLEGE AVE 
WISE VA 2 4 2 9 3

HOWARD V SHERMAN 
210 6  CARNABY DR 
VA BEACH VA 23454

RONALD SOUTHWICK 
56 0 8  PARKLAND CT 
VA BEACH VA 23464

FRED S STUMP 
P . O .  BOX 216
BOONES MILL VA 2 4 0 6 5 - 0 2 1 6

*FRANKLIN J  TOBEY 
RT 1 BOX 381 
PURCELLVILLE VA 2 2 1 3 2

RICHARD L TOWNSEND 
1508  OAKCREST DR 
ALEXANDRIA VA 2230 2

BUDDY TRIMYER
1053 N GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY 
CHESAPEAKE VA 2 3 3 2 3

ROBERT T TURNER
4911 NEWPORT AVE APT #7
NORFOLK VA 23508

ALEXANDER VARKEY
DIV NAT SCI/MATH LIBERTY UNIV
P . O .  BOX 2 0 , 0 0 0
LYNCHBURG VA 24506

JEREL ( JERE)  J  VAUGHAN 
12131 BRANTLEIGH PL 
FAIRFAX STATION VA 22039

JAMES L WARNER 
7 GAYLORD DR 
WILTON CT 0 6 89 7

PIERRE R WARNY 
34 BRIDLE PATH 
PORT WASHINGTON NY 11050

ROBERT J  WATSON 
2 63 6  MARCEY RD N 
ARLINGTON VA 22207

DON WEST
2042  DEAUVILLE RD 
RICHMOND VA 23235

WERNER WIELAND 
DEPT OF BIOL SCI 
MARY WASHINGTON COLL 
FREDERICKSBURG VA 2 2 4 0 2 - 5 3 5 8

THOMAS M WILKINSON 
702 0  WESTBURY RD 
MCLEAN VA 22101

GARY WILLIAMSON 
2921  MEADOW FOREST RD 
CHESAPEAKE VA 23321
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DAVID A YOUNG 
1832 MCDOWELL RD 
NORFOLK VA 2351 8

RICHARD (RICH)  ZUCHOWSKI 
36 80  DOUBLE ROCK LN 
BALTIMORE MD 21234

GEORGE R ZUG
644 N HARRISON ST
ARLINGTON VA 22205

FALL 1988 VaHS SOCIETY MEETING INFORMATION

The fall VaHS meeting will be held on Saturday, October 8, 1988,
at Radford University in Radford, Virginia.

MEETING PLACEt Curie Hall, Room 33
SCHEDULE!

DIRECTIONS!

9:00-10:00 ........... Coffee and donuts
-10:00-11:30 ........... Business meeting
11:30-1:00 ............ Lunch at local restaurants
1:00-5:00 ............ Papers

Weather and time permitting a field trip may be 
scheduled late afternoon or early evening.

From 1-81 take Radford Exit 35, follow sign to 
Radford, turn right at first stoplight from Tyler 
Avenue onto Norwood Street. Curie Hall is the 
third large building on right and is located to 
the left of the brick-walled Alumni Garden: 
Parking is available in front of Curie Hall.

INFORMATION: Charles Neal, Department of Biology, Radford
University, Radford, Virginia 24142 (703) 831-5129
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Membership Application

I wish to □  initiate □  renew membership in the Virginia Herpetological Society for the year 19. 

□  I wish only to receive a membership list. Enclosed is $1.00 to cover cost.

Name _________ _________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________ ___________

_____________________________________________________________________Phone_________

Dues category: □  Regular (5.00) □  Family (7.50) □  Under 18 (3.00)

Interests: □  Reptiles □  Amphibians □  Captive husbandry
□  Distribution □  Research □  Specifically:___________________________

Make checks payable to the Virginia Herpetological Society and send to the treasurer.

Virginia
Herpetological
Society



The Virginia Herpetological 
Society

A society open to everyone 
with an interest in the 

conservation, study and care 
of reptiles and amphibians

The Virginia Herpetological Society was 
organized in 1958 to bring together people 
interested in advancing the knowledge of 
Virginia's reptiles and amphibians. The VaHS 
encourages the scientific study of Virginia's 
herpetofauna and its conservation. Educa­
tional activities continue to be important 
society functions.

Meetings are held twice each year, in 
Spring and Fall, at different locations 
throughout the state. The program is open 

& to all members and includes a business 
meeting and a contributed papers session, 
during which members present information 
on their work with reptiles and amphibians, 
particularly in Virginia. An afternoon field 
trip usually follows.

The VaHS publishes a bulletin, 
CATESBEIANA, twice each year which con­
tains articles, news and information on 
various aspects of Virginia herpetology. 
Members publish field notes and observa­
tions, distributional information and sugges­
tions for improving husbandry techniques. 
Review articles appear occasionally. Material 
for inclusion should be sent to the 
CATESBEIANA editor.

Society dues are $5.00 per year ($3.00 
for members under 18, and $7.50 for 
families).

Inquiries should be addressed to the 
secretary.

Membership can he initiated at meetings. 
Dues may be paid at that time.

President: Richard L. Hoffman, Dept, of
Biology, Radford University, Radford, VA 
24142

Vice President: Christopher A. Pague, Dept, 
of Biological Sciences, Old Dominion 
University, Norfolk, VA 23508 

SecretaryfTreasurer: Laura Crews, Route 1, 
Box 411. Hayes. VA 23072 
(804) 642-4828 

C oeditors: Eugene Gourley and
Charles Neal, Radford U n iv e rs ity , 
Radford, VA 24142

Advantages of 
VaHS membership

•  Spring meeting with talks, 
slides, and field trip

•  Fall meeting with lectures, film 
or workshop

•  Society bulletin published 
twice per year

•  Extensive research material 
available

•  Awareness of current 
herpetological events

•  Opportunity to meet others 
who share your interest in 
herps

•  Support of VaHS education 
and conservation goals



M a j o r  P a p e r s

Manuscripts being submitted for publication should be 
typewritten (double-spaced) on good quality 8 1/2 by 11 inch 
paper, with adequate margins. Consult the style of articles 
in this issue for additional information. Articles will be 
refereed by at least one officer (past or present) of the 
VaHS in addition to the coeditors. All changes must be 
approved by the author before publication; therefore, 
manuscripts should be submitted well in advance of March or 
September.
Reprints of articles are not available to authors; however, 
authors may reprint articles themselves to meet professional 
needs.

F i e l d  N o t e s

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a  means  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on V i r g i n i a ’ s a m p h i b i a n s  a nd  r e p t i l e s  t h a t  d o e s  
n o t  l e n d  i t s e l f  t o  f u l l - l e n g t h  a r t i c l e s .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  on 
g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e c o l o g y ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  p h e n o l o g y ,  
b e h a v i o r  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  a r e  w e l c o m e d .  R e p o r t s  c a n  be o n  a 
s i n g l e  s p e c i e s ,  g r o u p s  o f  s p e c i e s  o r  f a u n a  f r o m  s e l e c t e d  
a r e a s ,  s u c h  a s  a  s t a t e  p a r k  o r  c o u n t y .  The f o r m a t  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t s  i s  T ITLE ( s p e c i e s  o r  a r e a ) ,  COUNTY AND LOCATION,  
DATE OF OBSERVATION, OBSERVERS, DATA a n d  OBSERVATIONS.  
Names a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  a u t h o r s  s h o u l d  a p p e a r  o n e  l i n e  b e l o w  
t h e  r e p o r t .  C o n s u l t  p u b l i s h e d  n o t e s  o r  a  c o e d i t o r  i f  y o u r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e a d i l y  f i t  t h i s  f o r m a t .

I f  t h e  n o t e  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  
a  v o u c h e r  s p e c i m e n  o r  c o l o r  s l i d e  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  f o r  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  an d  d e p o s i t e d  i n  a  p e r m a n e n t  museum o r  s e n t  t o  
t h e  VaHS. S p e c i e s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  r e c o r d s  
s h o u l d  be v e r i f i e d  by  a s e c o n d  p e r s o n .

The c o r r e c t  c i t a t i o n  f o r m a t :  C r o y ,  S.  1984 .  F i e l d  n o t e s :
L a a p r o p e l t i a  g e t u l u a  n i g e r .  C a t e s b e i a n a  4 ( 1 ) : 1 2 .

H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  A r t w o r k

H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  a r t w o r k  i s  w e l c o m e d .  I f  t h e  a r t w o r k  h a s  b e e n  
p u b l i s h e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  we w i l l  n e e d  t o  o b t a i n  c o p y r i g h t  b e f o r e  
we c a n  u s e  i t  i n  an  i s s u e .  We n e e d  d r a w i n g s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
member s  t o  s e n d  u s  a n y t h i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  
own w o r k .




